
BEIJING (Dispatches) -- Chinese 
President Xi Jinping told Iran’s Par-
liament Speaker Ali Larijani here 
that Beijing is seeking to develop 
“comprehensive strategic partner-
ship” with Tehran.

“No matter how the international 
and regional situation changes, 
China’s resolve to develop compre-
hensive strategic partnership with 
Iran will remain unchanged,” state 
news agency Xinhua quoted Xi 
as saying at the Great Hall of the 

People.
Xi commended the enduring 

friendship between China and Iran, 
He calling on both sides to deepen 
mutual trust and advance commu-
nication and coordination, increase 
cooperation on security and anti-
terrorism, and improve cultural and 
people-to-people exchanges. 

The two sides should work to-
gether to accelerate the building of 
a new type of international order 
and a community with a shared fu-

ture for mankind, he added.
The Chinese president hailed leg-

islative exchanges as a significant 
part of the China-Iran comprehen-
sive strategic partnership, pointed 
out that China’s National People’s 
Congress should reinforce coopera-
tion with the Iranian parliament and 
learn from each other’s experiences 
of governance so as to play a bigger 
role in boosting bilateral ties. 

Xi also expressed China’s support 
for Iran to play a constructive role 

in regional peace and stability in 
the Middle East and willingness to 
maintain close contact with Iran on 
regional issues.

Larijani said Iran looks at its re-
lations with China from a strategic 
and long-term perspective. 

He confirmed that Iran-China 
friendship not only conforms to the 
fundamental interests of both coun-
tries but also bears significance for 
peace and prosperity of Asia and 
the world. 

Larijani further echoed President 
Xi by expressing Iran’s willingness 
to further boost political trust and 
pragmatic collaboration between 
the two countries.  

Larijani called China “one of 
Iran’s reliable partners”, calling for 
the expansion of mutual relation-
ship.

The Chinese government’s top 
diplomat told Iran’s Foreign Min-
ister Muhammad Javad Zarif on 
Tuesday that Beijing wants to deep-
en “strategic trust” with Tehran. 

“I would like to take this opportu-
nity to have this in-depth strategic 
communication with my old friend 
to deepen the strategic trust be-
tween our two countries and to en-
sure fresh progress of the bilateral 
comprehensive and strategic part-
nership,” Chinese State Councillor 
Wang Yi said. 

Zarif is in Beijing accompanying 
a delegation that includes Larijani 
and Minister of Petroleum Bijan 
Zangeneh.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Iran 
on Wednesday lashed out the U.S. 
for ignoring Saudi Arabia’s hu-
man rights violations after a U.S. 
congressional report revealed that 
Washington sought to share nucle-
ar technology with the kingdom.

Foreign Minister Muhammad 
Javad Zarif tweeted: “First a 
dismembered journalist; now il-
licit sale of nuclear technology 
to Saudi Arabia fully expose 
#USHypocrisy.”

He appeared to be referring 
to the report, released Tuesday, 
which said senior White House 
officials pushed a project to 
share nuclear power technology 
with Saudi Arabia despite the 
objections of ethics and national 
security officials. He also re-
ferred to the killing of writer Ja-
mal Khashoggi by Saudi agents 
in October.

The Trump administration 
withdrew from a 2015 interna-
tional agreement with Iran, say-
ing it did not go far enough in 
restricting Tehran’s nuclear ac-

tivities.
U.S. lawmakers said Tues-

day they were probing whether 
President Donald Trump is 
rushing to sell sensitive nuclear 
technology to Saudi Arabia to 
please corporate supporters who 
stand to profit handsomely.

The House of Representatives 
committee in charge of investi-
gations, led by the rival Demo-
cratic Party since last month, 
said that “multiple whistleblow-
ers” warned of conflicts of inter-
est “that could implicate federal 
criminal statutes.”

Representative Elijah Cum-
mings, chairman of the House 
Committee on Oversight and 
Reform, asked the White House 
to turn over documents includ-
ing those related to a meeting 
two months into Trump’s ten-
ure between his son-in-law, 
Jared Kushner, and Saudi Ara-
bia’s powerful Muhammad bin 
Salman, who shortly afterward 
became crown prince.

(Continued on Page 7)

CARACAS (Dispatches) -- 
Venezuela’s opposition is trying 
to convince ruling officials to join 
a transition government, backing 
down on its U.S.-backed bid to 
unseat President Nicolas Maduro.

Last month, Venezuelan op-
position leader and Congress 
chief Juan Guaido declared 
himself the interim presidency 
and swiftly received recognition 
from the United States and its 
allies. 

In an effort to secure the back-
ing of Venezuela’s military, 
Guaido proposed an amnesty 
for officers who turn on Madu-
ro’s government.

But the proposal was ignored 
and top brass has declared al-
legiance to Maduro, dimming 
hopes for Washington to see 
its favorite at the helm in the 
resource-rich country. 

Amid fears of a total defeat, 
opposition leaders have begun 
to talk in the past week about 
bringing ruling Socialist Party 
stalwarts into a potential transi-
tion government.

“This transition requires a 
large national agreement be-

tween the country’s political 
forces,” Edgar Zambrano, vice 
president of the opposition-run 
National Assembly, said in an 
interview.

Zambrano said any transition 
must include “Chavismo,” the 
left-wing movement founded 
by Venezuela’s late leader Hugo 
Chavez, who chose Maduro as 
his successor.

“You cannot disappear Chavis-
mo and you cannot go from per-
secuted to persecutor. This is 
not political revenge,” he said.

Opposition leaders say they 
maintain contact with govern-
ment officials and military of-
ficers but keep such talks confi-
dential to avoid affecting those 
involved.

Maduro says he is the victim 
of a U.S.-orchestrated coup at-
tempt and has refused to resign.

Hopes of quick collapse of 
the government were fueled by 
U.S.-led support for the putsch-
ists and tough American sanc-
tions on Venezuela’s vital oil 
industry. 

Some in the opposition quietly 
(Continued on Page 7)

UK Urges Easing of Curbs on Arms Sales to Saudis 

BERLIN (AP) — Britain’s top diplomat has urged Ger-
many to relax its ban on arms sales to Saudi Arabia because 
they are affecting UK sales of weapons to — and by exten-
sion its influence with — the oil-rich kingdom.

The German weekly Der Spiegel reported Wednesday that 
British Foreign Minister Jeremy Hunt sent a blistering letter 
to his counterpart in Berlin earlier this month, warning that 
Germany’s credibility as a partner is at stake over its restric-
tions on arms exports to the Gulf nation. 
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Russia Warns Guaido Against ‘Inviting Foreign Intervention’ 

MOSCOW (AFP) -- Moscow Wednesday warned Venezu-
ela’s self-declared interim president Juan Guaido against 
“inviting foreign intervention” by using aid shipments as 
“cover,” and called for dialogue between the government 
and opposition. Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said Mos-
cow was concerned about “threats from the U.S. that are 
actively supported... by Venezuela’s opposition, essentially 
inviting foreign intervention.” He said that “whether direct 
or under cover of humanitarian aid,” such an intervention 
is “unlikely to bring the result (Guaido) seeks.”

FM Zarif Blasts American ‘Hypocrisy’

Plan to Sell Nuclear Tech to 
Saudis Riles Americans

Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani and chairman of China’s National People’s Congress (NPC) 
Standing Committee Li Zhanshu hold talks at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Feb. 19, 2019.

U.S. Allies Back Down on 
Attempt to Oust Maduro

MOSCOW (Reuters) — Mos-
cow will match any U.S. move 
to deploy new nuclear missiles 
closer to Russia by stationing its 
own missiles closer to the United 
States or by deploying faster mis-
siles or both, President Vladimir 
Putin said on Wednesday.

Putin said Russia was not seek-
ing confrontation and would not 
take the first step to deploy mis-
siles in response to Washing-
ton’s decision this month to quit 
a landmark Cold War-era arms 
control treaty.

But in his toughest remarks yet 
on a potential new arms race, he 
said Russia’s reaction to any de-
ployment would be resolute and 
that U.S. policymakers, some 
of whom he accused of being 
obsessed with U.S. exceptional-
ism, should calculate the risks 
before taking any steps.

“It’s their right to think how 
they want. But can they count? 
I’m sure they can. Let them 
count the speed and the range 
of the weapons systems we are 
developing,” Putin told Russia’s 
political elite to strong applause.

“Russia will be forced to cre-
ate and deploy types of weapons 
which can be used not only in 
respect of those territories from 
which the direct threat to us 
originates, but also in respect of 
those territories where the cen-
ters of decision-making are lo-
cated,” he said.

“These weapons, by their tacti-
cal and technical specifications, 
including their flight time to the 
command centers I’m talking 
about, will fully correspond to 
the threats that will be directed 
against Russia.”

Russian nuclear missiles al-
ready target the United States 
and vice versa.

Putin’s statement is likely to 
evoke memories of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis in 1962 when the 
then Soviet Union responded to 
a U.S. missile deployment in 
Turkey by sending ballistic mis-
siles to Cuba, sparking a stand-
off that brought the world to the 
brink of nuclear war.

Any U.S. move to place new 
missiles in Europe would cut 
the time it took some U.S. mis-
siles to reach Moscow to 10-12 
minutes, Putin said, something 
he called a serious threat.

Such a scenario, if left un-
matched, would open up the 
possibility of Russia being hit 
by a nuclear strike before its 
own missiles fired in response 
could reach U.S. territory.

The Russian land-based mis-
siles that currently target the 
United States are based on Rus-
sian territory and therefore the 
flight time to major U.S. popu-
lation centers would be longer 
than for U.S. missiles deployed 

in Europe.
Putin did not confirm how, 

technically, Russia would de-
ploy missiles with a shorter 
strike time. Possible options 
include deploying them on the 
soil of an ally near U.S. territo-
ry, deploying faster missiles on 
submarines, or using one of the 
hypersonic weapons Moscow 
says it has under development.

In his speech on Wednesday, 
Putin said that a submarine 
capable of carrying a new un-
derwater drone with nuclear 
strike capability, which is called 
Poseidon, would be launched 
this spring, and also spoke of 
the successful development of 
a new hypersonic missile called 
Tsirkon.

Russian state television on 
Wednesday broadcast footage 
of Poseidon being tested for the 
first time, the RIA news agency 
reported.

Alleging Russian violations, 
Washington said this month it 
was suspending its obligations 
under the 1987 Intermediate-
range Nuclear Forces Treaty 
(INF) and starting the process 
of quitting it, untying its hands 
to develop new missiles.

The pact banned either side 
from stationing short and inter-
mediate-range, land-based mis-
siles in Europe and its demise 
raises the prospect of a new 
arms race between Washing-
ton and Moscow, which denies 
flouting the treaty.

Putin responded to the U.S. 
move by saying Russia would 
mirror Washington’s actions by 
suspending its own obligations 
and quitting the pact.

But the Russian leader, who 
has sometimes used bellicose 
rhetoric to talk up Russia’s 
standoff with the West, did not 
up the ante.

He did not announce new mis-
sile deployments, said money 
for new systems must come 
from existing budget funds and 
declared that Moscow would 
not deploy new land-based mis-
siles in Europe or elsewhere un-
less Washington did so first.

On Wednesday, he made clear 
however that he was ready, 
reluctantly, to escalate if the 
United States escalated and 
that Russia was continuing to 
actively develop weapons and 
missile systems to ensure it was 
well prepared for such an even-
tuality.

Putin said Russia wanted good 
ties with the United States, but 
was ready with its defensive re-
sponse if necessary.

“We know how to do this and 
we will implement these plans 
immediately, as soon as the cor-
responding threats to us become 
a reality.”
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