
ANKARA (Dispatches) – Tur-
key will hold early presidential and 
parliamentary elections on June 
24, 2018, instead of the scheduled 
date in November 2019, Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said in Ankara on Wednesday.

The decision was made after 
Tayyip Erdogan’s ruling party 
discussed the possibility of hold-
ing elections, the government 
spokesman said on Wednesday, 
following a suggestion from its 
nationalist allies.

The government had repeat-
edly dismissed the prospect of 
an early election. Erdogan, the 
president, last year narrowly 
won a referendum to change the 
constitution and create an execu-

tive presidency. However, those 
extended powers are not due to 
take effect until after presidential 
polls.

The leader of the small MHP 
nationalist party, currently in op-
position but expected to form an 
alliance with Erdogan’s AK Par-
ty in parliamentary polls had said 
it would be difficult for the coun-
try to “endure current circum-
stances” until then. He pointed 
to risks to Turkey including the 
economy and possible increases 
in migration into the country.

Erdogan met MHP leader 
Devlet Bahceli on Wednesday. 
Erdogan said that the constitu-
tional change would be fully 
implemented after the elections.

Thought for Today
One who repents for his thoughts and deeds will 

not be refused acceptance of the repentance. 

Zionist Tank Shelling in Gaza Wounds 5 Palestinians 
GAZA (Dispatches) – The Zionist regime’s tanks stationed on the bor-

der between eastern Gaza Strip and the occupied territories fired several 
tank shells into the coastal enclave, injuring five Palestinians, medics said 
Wednesday. Ashraf al-Qedra, spokesman of the health ministry in Gaza said 
in a short text message that five Palestinians were injured by the shrapnel of 
an Israeli tank shell fired on an area east of the southern Gaza Strip city of 
Khan Younis close to the fence. He said the five casualties were in moderate 
condition and were evacuated to hospital in the city.
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Turkey to Hold Presidential, 
Parliamentary Elections on June 24

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) 
– Iraqi courts have sentenced 
212 people to death in Mosul 
and surrounding areas, most of 
them for complicity with Daesh 
terrorists, since the area was 
retaken by Iraqi forces in July 
and August 2017, a judiciary 
spokesman said on Wednesday.

Mosul was home to two mil-
lion people before being over-
run in 2014 by Daesh which 
proclaimed a “caliphate” 

stretching into neighboring 
Syria.

Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi declared full victory 
over the group last December 
after Iraqi forces drove its last 
remnants from the country.

Iraq’s Supreme Judicial 
Council said on Wednesday 
that criminal courts falling un-
der the Nineveh Federal Court 
of Appeals, whose jurisdiction 
includes Mosul, had so far 

ruled on a total of 815 cases 
since the area was recaptured 
from Daesh.

“The statistics coming from 
the criminal courts show that 
815 people have gone on trial 
and that 212 were sentenced to 
death. A further 150 were sen-
tenced to life in prison,” said 
judiciary spokesman Judge 
Abdul-Sattar al-Birqdar.

It was not immediately clear 
how many, if any, of the death 
sentences had been already 
carried out.

Meanwhile, a court in Iraq 
has sentenced three Azer-
baijani women and a female 
Kyrgyz citizen to death over 
membership in the Daesh ter-
rorist group and involvement 
in acts of terror across the war-
ravaged Arab country.

The Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil of Iraq, in a statement re-
leased on Tuesday, announced 
that the Central Criminal 
Court has issued the verdicts 
on the quartet.

The court also handed life 

sentences to two Russian na-
tionals and one woman from 
France.

On April 2, the Central Crim-
inal Court sentenced six Turk-
ish women to death and hand-
ed down a life term to another.

The women, all accompanied 
by small children, told the 
court they had entered Iraq to 
join their husbands, who were 
fighting within the ranks of the 
terror outfit. 

In January, Iraqi judicial of-
ficials sentenced a German 
citizen of Moroccan origin 
to death by hanging in ac-
cordance with Anti-Terrorism 
Law.

Iraq has detained at least 560 
women, as well as 600 chil-
dren, identified as terrorists or 
relatives of Daesh terrorists.

Experts estimate that a total 
of 20,000 people are being 
held in jail in Iraq for alleged 
membership of Daesh. The 
Baghdad government has not 
released an official figure as 
yet.

Iraq Sentences 212 to Death in Mosul for Daesh Complicity

Members of the Iraqi Counter-Terrorism Service (CTS) take part in a 
training drill at the Special Forces Academy near Baghdad’s 

international airport on March 19, 2018.

Turkey is heading for hold early presidential and parliamentary elections 
on June 24, 2018, instead of the scheduled date in November 2019.

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) – A mission by ex-
perts with the UN chemical watchdog, who were 
supposed to enter the Syrian town of Douma to ex-
amine the circumstances surrounding an alleged 
chemical attack, has been once again delayed due 
to unexpected gunfire at the site near Damascus.

Upon the Damascus government’s request, in-
spectors of the Organization for the Prohibition 
of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) were initially 
supposed to begin the mission late last week, 
around a week after the alleged attack was re-
ported in Douma.

That mission was postponed as the United 
States, Britain, and France launched more than 

100 missiles against Syria-based targets, accus-
ing the country of deploying chemical arms in 
Douma.

The investigation was supposed to begin on 
Wednesday.

A UN security team, however, reported gun-
fire at the location a day earlier, sources briefed 
on the team’s deployment told Reuters on 
Wednesday. Meanwhile, Syrian Ambassador to 
the world body, Bashar al-Jaafari told a meet-
ing of the UN Security Council that the “Syrian 
government did all that it can do to facilitate the 
work of this mission.”

Syria has denied ever conducting any such 

attack. The Arab country and Russia have sug-
gested that the raid may have been a false flag 
aimed at justifying the Western military raids.

Back in 2014, the OPCW monitored a process 
during which Damascus handed over its stock-
piles of chemical weapons.

Moscow warned soon after the Saturday mis-
sile strikes against their repercussions, saying 
the tripartite raids targeted the terrorism-riddled 
country’s chance for a peaceful future.

She suggested that Moscow may consider 
supplying S-300 missile defense systems to the 
Arab state to defend itself against foreign ag-
gression.

Syria Chemical Weapons Visit Postponed After Gunfire

SANAA (Press TV) – Human 
Rights Watch has revealed that 
Yemen’s UAE-backed ex-officials 
based in Aden detain and brutally 
abuse African refugees passing 
through the war-torn country’s 
southern port city.

The New York-based rights 
group reported on Thursday that 
the former Yemeni officials con-
trolling Aden “torture, rape and 
execute” the refugees from the 
Horn of Africa in a detention 
center and forcibly deport them 
out to sea.

“Guards at the migrant deten-
tion center in Aden have brutally 
beaten men, raped women and 
boys, and sent hundreds out to 
sea in overloaded boats,” said 
Bill Frelick, refugee rights direc-
tor at HRW.

Several hundred Ethiopians, 
Somalis, and Eritreans have been 
held at the detention center since 
2017, the group said.

Separately, the UN refugee 
agency (UNHCR) also reported 
the detention, abuse and forc-
ible deportation of refugees in 
Yemen, without specifying the 
location.

“Survivors have described to 
UNHCR being shot at, regular 
beatings, rapes of adults and 
children, humiliations including

forced nudity, being forced to 
witness summary executions, 
and denial of food.”

HRW also accused Yemen’s 

Houthi movement of arbitrarily 
detaining refugees in poor con-
ditions and failing to provide 
access to asylum and protection 
procedures in the port city of Hu-
daydah.

The Houthi movement has been 
running state affairs and defend-
ing Yemen against the Saudi-led 
aggression, which is meant to re-
install the former Riyadh-friend-
ly administration.

Yemen’s southern regions are 
mostly controlled by UAE-
backed militants loyal to the for-
mer government.

Those areas have become a fer-
tile ground for smugglers who 
vow to transfer refugees from the 
region to wealthier Arab states in 
the Persian Gulf. Most of them, 
however, leave the refugees at 
sea.

The United Arab Emirates is 
Saudi Arabia’s key partner it 
its deadly war against Yemen, 
which has so far killed and 
wounded some 600,000 people, 
according to the latest figures.

Besides playing a significant 
part in aerial assaults and deploy-
ing troops to Yemen, Abu Dhabi 
has been training the pro-Saudi 
militants fighting on the ground 
against Yemeni armed forces.

The UAE also stands accused 
of running secret jails in south-
ern Yemen, where the detainees 
are said to be facing brutal tor-
ture and abuse.

HRW:

UAE-Backed Ex-Officials in 
Yemen Brutally Abuse Migrants

RIYADH (Dispatches) – John 
Bolton, U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s new national security 
adviser, is spearheading a push 
to establish a coalition of Arab 
military forces in Syria to pave 
the way for an American with-
drawal, according to reports.

The White House is consid-
ering putting “a compelling 
reward” on the table in order 
to convince Arab states like 
Saudi Arabia to deploy forces 
to Syria, CNN reported, cit-
ing a source close to the White 
House.

The idea of creating an Arab 
force recently gained trac-
tion after Trump declared ear-
lier this month that he wanted 
American troops out of Syria 
“very soon” and have other 
countries “take care of it.”

The United States in par-
ticular is enlisting assistance 
from Egypt, Bahrain, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates should the U.S. sig-

nificantly reduce its troops size 
in Syria.

The U.S. and its regional al-
lies have backed terrorists op-
posed to the Syrian govern-
ment since the conflict broke 
out in 2011.

Bolton recently called Egypt’s 
acting intelligence chief, Ab-
bas Kamel, to determine 
whether his country would be 

willing to deploy to Syria, ac-
cording to CNN and The Wall 
Street Journal.

Mike Pompeo, Trump’s pick 
for Secretary of State is also 
involved in the initiative. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Adel 
al-Jubeir has announced that 
the regime in Riyadh is ready 
to send troops into Syria as part 
of a potential wider deploy-

ment led by the United States.
Jubeir said that Riyadh had 

always been supportive of any 
U.S.-led military action in Syr-
ia since a conflict began in the 
country in early 2011.

“We are in discussions with 
the U.S. and have been since 
the beginning of the Syrian 
crisis about sending forces into 
Syria,” he said while at a news 
conference in Riyadh with 
United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres.

The comments by the top 
Saudi diplomat come days af-
ter the United States led an 
air campaign against certain 
Syrian military facilities in re-
sponse to a suspected chemical 
attack near the Syrian capital 
earlier this month.

Jubeir reiterated that the pro-
posal for sending troops into 
Syria was not a new one, say-
ing that Saudis had sought to 
have boots on the ground in 
Syria during the time of former 
U.S. President Barack Obama.

‘Bolton Spurs Arab States to 
Create Regional Force in Syria’

Syrians pass along a damaged street in Douma on the outskirts of 
Damascus on April 16, 2018. 


