
DAMASCUS (Dispatches) 
-- The Syrian army and its allies 
took complete control over Albu-
kamal, Daesh’s last significant 
town in Syria, a military news 
service run by Hezbollah said 
Sunday.

The army had declared victory 
over Daesh in Albukamal ear-
lier this month but the Takfiri 
terrorists then staged a counter-
attack using sleeper cells hidden 
in the town.

Driving Daesh from Albuka-
mal means only a few villages 

along the Euphrates and patches 
of nearby desert, as well as iso-
lated pockets in other parts of 
the country, remain in Syria of 
the Takfiri caliphate it declared 
in 2014.

“The Syrian Army and its al-
lies in the axis of resistance 
have expelled Daesh from its 
last stronghold on Syrian soil,” 
the Hezbollah news service re-
ported.

The British-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights 
said on Sunday that most Daesh 

members withdrew from the 
town, with fighting continuing 
in the perimeter of Albukamal.

Daesh’s area of rule in Syria 
has crumbled this year under the 
army’s steady advances. 

The so-called Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces (SDF), a military 
group backed by the U.S., has 
pounced on the occasion to grab 
land in the north, including Dae-
sh’s former capital of Raqqah.

Syria’s army and its allies have 
waged an offensive across cen-
tral and eastern Syria. Syrian of-

ficials have said that Damascus 
seeks to regain control over ar-
eas held by the SDF.

Daesh’s defeat has coincided 
with a rise in attacks by the oc-
cupying regime of Israel against 
Syrian troops and their allies 
and threats of a wider invasion. 

On Saturday, an Israeli tank 
fired at a Syrian military po-
sition in the northern Golan 
Heights following what Tel 
Aviv alleged as construction 
work there.

Reports said the incident took 
place near the Syrian Druze vil-
lage of Hader, which was tar-
geted by Nusra Front terrorists 
two weeks ago.

The attack on Hader, which 
began with a terrorist blowing 
up a car and killing nine people, 
raised concern about Israeli in-
tentions to use the incident as 
a pretext to occupy the village 
and other areas nearby. 

On Monday, the Zionist re-
gime’s PM Benjamin Netanya-
hu signaled that Tel Aviv would 
take military action in Syria 
when it saw fit.

The regime seized 1,200 square 
kilometers of the Golan Heights 
from Syria in the Six-Day War 
of 1967 and later annexed it in
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 Two Iranians Martyred in Syria 
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- A commander in Iran’s Islamic Rev-

olution Guards Corps (IRGC) and another Iranian fighter have 
been martyred fighting Daesh in Syria in recent days, Iranian 
media reported Sunday.

Kheyrollah Samadi, an IRGC commander in charge of a unit 
in Syria, was martyred on Thursday in fighting with Daesh in 
the Albukamal region, according to Fars News. Another Ira-
nian fighter, Mehdi Movahednia, was martyred on Saturday in 
clashes with Daesh in the town of Mayadin in eastern Syria, the 
news agency added.

VOL NO: LV 10471 TEHRAN / Est.1959     Monday, November 20, 2017, Aban 29, 1396, Rabi al-Awwal 1, 1439, Price 15000 Rials

FM Zarif: Saudi Arabia Fuels Terrorists
TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Iranian Foreign Minister Mu-

hammad Javad Zarif said Sunday Saudi Arabia accuses the 
Islamic Republic of destabilizing the region while it contin-
ues to fund terrorists and create crises in the region.

“Irony is KSA accuses Iran of destabilization, while itself 
fuels terrorists, wages war on Yemen, blockades Qatar & 
foments crisis in Lebanon,” Zarif said in a message posted 
on his official Twitter account.

Syrian troops have made steady advances against Daesh terrorists in recent months.  

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- France 
should not interfere in Iran’s mis-
sile program, Ali Akbar Velayati, a 
senior adviser to Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed  
Ali Khamenei, said on Saturday.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said on Friday that Teh-
ran should be less aggressive in 
the region and should clarify the 
strategy around its ballistic missile 
program.

“It does not benefit Mr. Macron 
and France to interfere on the mis-
sile issue and the strategic affairs 
of the Islamic Republic, which we 
have great sensitivities about,” Ve-
layati said.

“What does this issue have to do 
with Mr. Macron? Who is he at all 
to interfere? If he wants relations 
between Iran and France to grow 
then he should try not to interfere 
in these issues.”

U.S. President Donald Trump 
has said Iranian missile capability 
should be curbed.

Iranian officials have repeatedly 
said the Islamic Republic’s missile 
program is for defense purposes 
and is not up for negotiation. The 
program was not part of the 2015 
nuclear deal with Western powers 
under which Iran agreed to curb its 
nuclear program in exchange for 
the lifting of sanctions.

France said on Wednesday it 
wanted an “uncompromising” dia-
logue with Iran about its ballistic 
missile program and a possible 
negotiation over the issue separate 
from Tehran’s 2015 nuclear deal 
with world powers.

On Saturday, a White House 
statement said U.S. President 
Donald Trump spoke with his 
French counterpart Emmanuel 
Macron and they greed on the 
need to work with allies to coun-
ter the “destabilizing” activities of 
Iran and Hezbollah in the Middle 
East.

Paris has intensified its rheto-
ric against Tehran. On Thursday, 
Jean-Yves Le Drian, the French 
foreign minister, accused Iran of 
having “hegemonic intentions”.

Velayati said France’s “interfer-
ence will have no impact other 
than diminishing the French gov-
ernment’s credibility in Iran’s 
eyes.” 

He said Iran would ask no one 
for permission to have or not to 
have missiles or to change the 
range of those missiles.

He advised Macron, France’s 
youngest leader since Napoleon, 

to follow in the footsteps of the 
late French ruler General Charles 
de Gaulle by adopting a stance of 
“semi-independence” in his for-
eign policy.

Velayati said Iran would say no 
to any proposal to enter into ne-
gotiations on its missile program. 
“No country,” he said, “would bar-
gain over its national interests.”

In a November 11 visit to Saudi 
Arabia, Macron had said he was 
“very concerned” about Iran’s 
ballistic missile program, adding, 
“There are negotiations we need to 
start on Iran’s ballistic missiles.”

Velayati also said Trump “is used 
to racketeering, but running this 
country (America) is not like run-
ning a cabaret or a casino, where 
he would use shenanigans to accu-
mulate money.”

He referred to Trump’s trip to 
Saudi Arabia earlier in the year, af-
ter which the U.S. president boast-
ed of having made a lot of money, 
apparently referring to American 
arms sales worth hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars to Riyadh.

Velayati said it showed that 
Trump viewed international rela-
tions as a means of making money.

He said Trump was “wrong” 
about Iran and would benefit from 
learning a salutary lesson from his 
predecessors and should “know 
that he is no match” for the Iranian 
nation and government. 
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Syria Liberates Last Daesh Bastion

HARARE (Reuters) -- Zimbabwe’s rul-
ing party fired Robert Mugabe as its leader 
on Sunday and gave the 93-year-old less 
than 24 hours to quit as head of state or 
face impeachment, an attempt to force a 
peaceful end to his 37 years in power after 
a de facto coup.

Mugabe, the only leader the southern 
African nation has known since inde-
pendence from Britain in 1980, was re-
placed by Emmerson Mnangagwa, the 
deputy he sacked this month in a move 
that triggered Tuesday’s intervention by 
the army.

In scenes unthinkable just a week ago, 
the announcement was met by cheers 
from the 200 delegates packed into ZA-
NU-PF’s Harare headquarters to seal 
the fate of Mugabe, whose support has 
crumbled in the four days since the army 
seized power.

Mugabe was given until noon (1000 
GMT) on Monday to resign or face im-
peachment, an ignominious end to the 
career of the “Grand Old Man” of Afri-
can politics who was once feted across 
the continent as an anti-colonial libera-
tion hero.

Even in the West, he was renowned in 
his early years as the “Thinking Man’s 
Guerrilla”, an ironic nickname for a man 
who would later proudly declare he held 
a “degree in violence.”

As the economy crumbled and politi-
cal opposition to his rule grew in the late 
1990s, Mugabe showed his true colors, 
seizing thousands of white-owned farms, 
detaining opponents and unleashing se-
curity forces to crush dissent.

As the vote was announced, war veter-
ans leader Chris Mutsvangwa, who has
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CAIRO (Dispatches) -- Lebanon’s for-
eign minister boycotted an Arab League 
meeting on Sunday called by Saudi Ara-
bia to discuss Iran’s role in the region.

Arab foreign ministers met in Cairo at 
the request of Saudi Arabia, which has 
escalated its hostile rhetoric against Iran 
in recent weeks.

“This morning, a decision was taken 
that Lebanon would be presented by 
Antoine Azzam, the permanent repre-
sentative to the Arab League,” a Leba-
nese foreign ministry source said. “For-
eign Minister Gebran Bassil will not be 
present.” 

Reuters also quoted a “senior Leba-
nese official” as saying Saturday that 
Bassil, anticipating confrontation at the 
Cairo meeting, would not go to Egypt.

The meeting of Arab ministers was 
called by Saudi Arabia after a missile 
fired from Yemen by Houthi fighters 
was allegedly intercepted near Riyadh 
earlier this month.

Saudi Arabia’s powerful Crown Prince 
Muhammad bin Salman later accused 
Iran of “direct military aggression” 
against the kingdom by supplying the 
Houthi fighters with ballistic missiles.

Tehran has vehemently rejected the al-
legation.

On Friday, the U.S.-based investiga-
tive website The Intercept said a panel 
appointed by the UN Security Council 
had found no evidence to attribute mis-
siles fired by Yemen’s Houthi fighters to 
external sources.

The panel made the conclusion in a 
confidential assessment sent to Security 
Council diplomats on November 10, the 
report said.  

Bassil has been shuttling across Eu-
rope to mobilize support for the return 
of Prime Minister Saad Hariri whose 
surprise resignation in Saudi Arabia has 
plunged the country into political tur-
moil. 
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