
ULSAN, South Korea (AP) - South Korea and Serbia scored within five 

minutes of each other in the second half and drew their friendly 1-1 on Tues-

day.

Serbia midfielder Adem Llajic scored first in the 57th minute, and Koo 

Ja-cheol equalized from the penalty spot.

Forward Son Heung-min, who scored both goals when South Korea de-

feated Colombia 2-1 on Friday, missed a late chance to give the home 

side another win.

Captain Branislav Ivanovic made his 100th appearance for Serbia.

PARIS (Reuters) - French Alpine skier David Poisson has died following a 
crash during training at the Canadian resort of Nakiska, the French skiing 
federation said in a statement on Monday.

Poisson, 35, won the bronze medal in the downhill at the world champi-
onships in 2013.

A specialist in speed events, he finished seventh in the downhill event at 
the 2010 Olympics. He also took part in the 2014 Games.

The International Ski Federation said in a statement: “FIS extends its sin-
cerest condolences to the team mates, friends, and loved ones of David 
Poisson... who died accidentally ... after a fall during downhill training at 
the Canadian resort of Nakiska.”

The French federation said it would release more details on the accident 
in due course.

LONDON (Xinhua) - World No. 1 Rafael 
Nadal withdrew from the 2017 ATP Finals af-
ter suffering a surprise defeat to seventh seed 
David Goffin of Belgium in his first group 
match at the O2 Arena.

The 16-time Grand Slam winner, who has 
secured the top place in the year-ending 
ATP Rankings, was apparently struggling 
but showed inspiring fighting spirit, saving 
four match points in the second set before 
losing 7-6 (5), 6-7 (4), 6-4.

Goffin, playing the ATP Finals for the 
second time, took command in the third 
set, serving for the match with a 14th ace 
of the match.

“I am really happy. It was such a good at-
mosphere tonight,” Goffin said.

Nadal, who pulled out of the Paris Mas-
ters at the quarterfinals 10 days ago, had 

admitted before the match that his knee 

was “not perfect”. His countryman Pablo 
Carreno Busta will take his place in Group 
Pete Sampras.

Nadal has won 75 tour-level titles, in-
cluding 30 ATP World Tour Masters 1000 
crowns, but he has never won the ATP Fi-
nals. He qualified for the event 13 times 
but competed only in eight editions.

In the day’s other match, Bulgaria’s Grig-
or Dimitrov upset fourth seed Dominic 
Thiem of Austria in a topsy-turvy match 
6-3, 5-7, 7-5.

The sixth seed broke Thiem three times, 
including late in the third set as Thiem 
struggled to hold his nerves.

“It’s not only big for me, I think it’s for 
my whole country, for Bulgaria,” said 
Dimitrov, who was the first player from his 
country to make the ATP Finals in its 48-
year history.

WASHINGTON (Xinhua) - 
The Cleveland Cavaliers trailed 
by 15 points in the fourth quarter 
and by as many as 23 in the second 
half against the New York Knicks, 
but superstar LeBron James and 
Kyle Korver helped the Cavs claw 
back for a 104-101 victory in the 
NBA on Monday.

Korver scored 19 of his 21 
points in the fourth quarter, in-
cluding five 3-pointers. “This 
is an amazing place to make a 
comeback in,” Korver said. “I 
think that unit has a lot of con-
fidence right now. We just kept 
telling each other, keep chip-
ping, just chip away. Like I said 
there was still a lot of time.”

James finished with 23 points, 
12 assists and nine rebounds. 
Seven of those points and eight 
of the assists came during Cleve-
land’s furious comeback.

Jae Crowder added 13 points 
and Dwyane Wade scored 15 
points off the bench for the 
Cavs, who made nine 3-point-
ers in the fourth after hitting just 

seven through three quarters.
The Cavs haven’t lost at New 

York since Jan. 30, 2014, a streak 
covering eight games. Also, the 
Cavs can count two consecutive 
wins for the first time since the 
first two games this season, and 
are now 7 wins and 7 defeats in 
the league.

Despite the victory, coach Ty-
ronn Lue was not content with 
the performance, with the Cavs 
committing 21 turnovers in to-
tal, all in the first half.

“Couldn’t make simple pass-
es,” Lue said. “Guys were 
open. Got some open shots that 
we usually make that we don’t 
make tonight. So it was a little 
frustration setting in and I just 
told the guys, ‘Stop feeling sor-
ry for ourselves. Let’s just play 
basketball.’ We had some good 
looks.”

The Knicks were led by 28 
points from Tim Hardaway Jr. 
and 20 from Enese Kanter. Kri-
staps Porzingis finished with 20 
points but shot 7 out of 21.

MILAN (AP) - Players from 
both teams slumped to the ground, 
the Swedes in exhausted ecstasy, 
the Italians in losers’ agony.

On a starry night in Milan, 
four-time champion Italy failed 
to qualify for the World Cup 
for the first time in six decades. 
Sweden advanced for the first 
time since 2006.

Despite three quarters of pos-
session, Italy was stymied by a 
goalless draw in the second leg 
of their playoff on Monday and 
Sweden prevailed 1-0 on aggre-
gate.

“It’s a black moment for our 
game,” Italy midfielder Daniele 
De Rossi said. “Unfortunately 
there will be a lot of time to ana-
lyze it. The only thing I can say 
is that we showed few ideas and 
not much in the way of tactics.”

The Sweden players ran over 
to celebrate with the traveling 
fans, a sea of joyful yellow at 

San Siro. The Italians looked 
on in shock and disbelief or 
put their head in their hands as 
though it were too painful to 
watch.

Many of them were in tears, 
especially captain and goal-
keeper Gianluigi Buffon, who 
played what he said was his last 
international after 20 years be-
tween the posts for the Azzurri.

“We all need to look within 
and find a way to bounce back,” 
defender Giorgio Chiellini said. 
“We need to get back to the lev-
el we deserve to be at.”

Italy had failed to qualify for 
the World Cup just once before, 
reaching 14 straight since fall-
ing short in 1958. The Azzurri 
did not enter the first World Cup 
in 1930.

The last major competitions 
Italy failed to qualify for were 
the 1984 and 1992 European 
Championships.

Rostami Selling His Olympic Gold 
to Aid Iran’s Earthquake Victims

TEHRAN (Press TV) - Iranian weightlifter Ki-
anoush Rostami has decided to put his Rio 2016 
Olympic Games impressive achievement to good 
use, and auction his gold medal to give the money 
to families stricken in the magnitude-7.3 earth-
quake that struck western Iran at the weekend.

“This calamity has stricken me with deep grief. 
I personally owed a duty to make my own con-
tribution. I chose to auction the 2016 Olympic 
Games gold medal, and donate the proceedings 
to my compatriots,” the 26-year-old sportsman, 
who comes from the quake-hit western Iranian 

city of Kermanshah, wrote in a message.
According to the latest figures, nearly 430 

people have lost their lives and over 7,000 oth-
ers sustained injuries in the tremor. Some 12,000 
homes have also been completely destroyed in 
the incident.

Iranian aid institutions and relief workers have 
been working round the clock to attend to the in-
jured and provide the survivors with their basic 
needs.

Along with officials, Iranian people have also 
mobilized in response to the natural disaster to 
help decrease the sufferings of their compatri-
ots, with many donating blood and preparing aid 
packages.

On August 13, the Islamic Republic of Iran 
won its first medal of the Rio 2016 Olympics 
Games as Rostami grabbed gold in the men’s 
85-kilogram category with a world record after 
lifting a total of 396 kilograms.

The Iranian weightlifter eclipsed his own world 
mark by one kilogram, and beat Tian Tao of Chi-
na, who snatched the silver medal with a total lift 
of 395 kilograms.

The Iranian athlete lifted 179 and 217 kilo-
grams in snatch and in clean and jerk respec-
tively.

Romanian Gabriel Sincraian grabbed the 
bronze medal with a lift of 390 kilograms.

Cavaliers Rally Past Knicks 
104-101

Nadal Pulls Out of ATP Finals After Shock Defeat to Goffin

Frenchman Poisson Dies in Training Accident

South Korea’s Son Heung-min, right, fights for the ball against Serbia’s 
Branislav Ivanovic during their friendly soccer match in Ulsan, South 

Korea, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2017.

Rafael Nadal of Spain enters the court for his group 
stage match against David Goffin of Belgium in 

the ATP World Tour Finals at O2 Arena in London, 
Britain on Nov. 13, 2017. Nadal lost 1-2.

Iranian weightlifter Kianoush Rostami poses with his Rio 2016 Olympic Games gold medal after 
finishing first in the men’s 85-kilogram category on August 13, 2016.

South Korea, Serbia Draw 
1-1 in Friendly in Ulsan
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Italy Fails to Enter 
Final Stage of 2018 

World Cup

Gianluigi Buffon of Italy reacts after the second leg of World Cup 2018 
Qualifiers playoff match between Italy and Sweden in Milan, Italy, Nov. 
13, 2017. The match ended 0-0. Sweden was qualified for the final stage 

of 2018 FIFA World Cup with 1-0 on aggregate.

Honduras Accuses Australia 
of Spying by Drone

SYDNEY (Reuters) - Honduras has accused Australia of spying on their 
training sessions with a drone, as tensions heated up ahead of Wednes-

day’s decisive World Cup playoff match.

French Alpine skier 
David Poisson


