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TEHRAN (Dispatches) - 
Tehran’s ambassador to the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) has said that the 
agency’s ninth report directly 
contradicts Washington’s claims 
about Iran’s nuclear deal.

“The agency’s new report, in 
contradiction to the U.S.’ claims, 
once again proves that Iran’s 
nuclear activities are in direct 
compliance with the JCPOA,” 
said Reza Najafi on Tuesday.  

Iran and the five permanent 
members of the United Nations 
Security Council – the United 
States, France, Britain, Russia 
and China – plus Germany signed 
the he Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA) on July 14, 
2015 and started implementing 
it on January 16, 2016. Under 

the JCPOA, Iran put limits on its 
nuclear program in exchange for 
the removal of nuclear-related 
sanctions imposed against Tehran.

Earlier in the day, the IAEA once 
again verified that Iran remains in 
compliance with its commitments 
under the landmark nuclear 
agreement.

Najafi also stressed that Iran 
and other members of the IAEA 
expect the agency to continue 
with its impartial assessment of 
the agreement.

Meanwhile, Germany’s 
ambassador to Iran said the 
European parties to the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA) have urged the U.S. 
to consider the consequences 
of scrapping the nuclear deal, 
saying a weakened JCPOA would 
threaten security of the U.S., its 
allies and the region.

Speaking with Iranian domestic 
media, Michael Klor-Berchtold 
reiterated Berlin’s support for 
the JCPOA, and voiced the 
European Union’s call that the 
U.S. government should honor its 
commitments under the JCPOA.
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The case, and subsequently fate, of Lebanon’s missing Prime Minister, 
Sa’d al-Hariri, seems to be taking a curious turn every passing day.

The only thing clear about him is that he is in Riyadh, but no one is sure 
whether or not he is a free person in his home in the capital of Saudi Arabia, 
where he was born, grew up, and holds local citizenship.

It means, he is not his own person anymore, let alone the executive head 
of Lebanon, a post he was forced to relinquish by his lawful and legal 
overlords in Riyadh, who were obviously not pleased with his balancing 
efforts to maintain Lebanon’s security, national sovereignty, and territorial 
integrity through coordination with all political currents, especially the 
legendry anti-terrorist movement, Hezbollah – at the mention of which the 
terrorist-supporting Saudi Salafis quake in their “thobes”.

We need not review his farcical interview a couple of days ago on al-
Mustaqbal TV Channel, and his stereo-type repeating of the accusations 
he had heaped upon Hezbollah and the Islamic Republic of Iran earlier 
on November 3 in a radio broadcast from Riyadh – all of which the world’s 
media have analyzed as spoon-fed by taking note of his tense 80-minute TV 
appearance with a faltering voice, nervous glances at those behind cameras 
dictating the text, and barely controlled tears, interspersed with frequent 
sipping of water.

It should be pointed out that his last official meeting as Lebanese Premier 
was with Iran’s former longtime foreign minister Dr. Ali Akbar Velayati on 
Friday November 3, during which he appeared relaxed and smiling as usual, 
followed by release of an official statement on the positive and fruitful talks.

This was the last thing Saudi Arabia could tolerate and immediately 
summoned its subject to Riyadh, in a move which the whole Lebanese 
nation has termed as not just meddling in Lebanon’s internal affairs, but 
humiliating the entire nation of Lebanon. 

Since then, Saudi officials have indulged in cheap propaganda tirade 
against the Islamic Republic in violation of all diplomatic norms.

In contrast, Iranian officials have asked them in a polite manner to 
tone down the rhetoric and to desist from biting the US-Zionist bait by 
confounding the fate of Lebanon and the Lebanese people.

Interestingly, Dr. Velayati, who currently serves as International Affairs 
Advisor to the Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei, and is back in Tehran after a several-day trip to Lebanon and 
Syria and meeting with the senior officials of those countries, decided to lay 
bare the facts of his meeting with Hariri. 

He appeared on IRIB TV to categorically refute Hariri’s dictated claim of 
a tense meeting with him on November 3 in Beirut and protest to Iran to stay 
out of Lebanese affairs.

On the contrary, said Dr. Velayati, “Our meeting was not tense or violent 
at all. These are all lies. As a matter of fact, Prime Minister Hariri in our 
meeting offered to mediate between Iran and Saudi Arabia and the offer was 
welcomed.”

Velayati regretting that Saudi Arabia was fanning flames of tension 
because “it could not tolerate the strategic friendship between Tehran and 
Beirut, said: Tehran hopes Hariri would return to Lebanon and continue as 
Prime Minister, if Lebanese laws allow”.

The question is: Will Hariri return to Beirut in a few days, as he said in his 
TV talk, or mysteriously made to disappear in midway?

We earnestly hope he will return, and will have the courage to disclose 
the facts to the Lebanese president, the parliament, and the people, of all 
that transpired in Riyadh, including the threats he was subjected to and the 
conditions set for his release – without repeating the allegations he aired 
from in his two public broadcasts from the Saudi capital.

Could he do it? This is the million-dollar question doing the rounds in the 
media, in view of the fact his family is being kept hostage in Riyadh, which 
means Saudi Arabia, or more properly its Heir Apparent, Mohammad bin 
Salman, mad at the debacles of Daesh in Iraq and Syria and the resolve of 
the Yemenis to humiliate him in the almost three-year war, seems all set on 
a suicidal course in Lebanon.
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IAEA Report Refutes 
U.S. Claims on JCPOA

And He gives you 

of all that you ask 

Him; and if you count 

Allah’s favors, you will 

not be able to number 

them; most surely man 

is very unjust, very 

ungrateful.
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Dawn(Fajr)“ Tomorrow” 05:14

Sunrise “Tomorrow” 06:41
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The Holy Qur’an (14.34)

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Ali Akbar 
Velayati, an international adviser 
to Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, has 
dismissed as false claims made by 

Lebanon’s resigned prime minister 
Saad al-Hariri about their recent 
meeting in the Arab country.

Speaking to reporters in Tehran 
on Tuesday, Velayati pointed to his 
meeting with Hariri in Beirut one 
day before his shock resignation 
and said despite Hariri’s claims, the 
talks were not “tough, violent or 
involving threats”.

“Mr. Hariri said that during 
the meeting he had with me, he 
called on (Iran) not to interfere in 
the internal affairs of Lebanon,” 
Velayati said, adding that Hariri did 
not make such remarks at all.

It became clear that his remarks 
have been made under the influence 
of Saudis, who are not willing 
to see Lebanon in peace, having 
friendly relations with Iran, the top 
official said.

Velayati also said that in the 
meeting, Hariri tried to play the 
role of a mediator between Tehran 
and Riyadh.

He expressed the hope that Hariri 
would return to his post soon.

Hariri, announced his resignation 
in a televised statement from 
Riyadh on November 4, citing 
many reasons, including the 
security situation in Lebanon.

He also said he sensed a plot being 
hatched against his life. Hariri 
blamed interference in Lebanon 
by Iran and Hezbollah Resistance 
Movement for his decision to 
quit, an allegation the two have 
repeatedly denied.

Reports say the Saudi regime had 
ordered Hariri to resign in an effort 
to destabilize Lebanon.

Saad Hariri is the son of former 
Lebanese prime minister Rafiq 
Hariri, who was assassinated in 
2005. Hariri has also been the 
leader of the Future Movement 
party since 2005.

He became prime minister in 2016 
after serving another term between 
November 2009 and June 2011.

Iran’s Ambassador to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Reza Najafi

Will Hariri the Hostage Return 
as “Freeman” to Beirut?
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Velayati Rejects Hariri’s Claim 
About Beirut Meeting  

TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Iranian 
Deputy Foreign Minister for Arab and 
African Affairs Hussein Jaberi Ansari 
started a trip to Russia on Tuesday to 
hold talks with senior officials of the 
country on various topics, including the 
latest developments in Syria. 

Heading a high-ranking delegation, 
Jaberi Ansari left Tehran for Moscow 
to meet Russian officials and discuss 
Syrian developments and regional 
cooperation between the Islamic 
Republic and the Russian Federation. 

The diplomat has been Iran’s top 
negotiator in the peace talks in the 
Kazakh capital of Astana aimed at 
ending the Syria crisis.

Meanwhile, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin after a meeting with 
his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on Monday in the Sochi said, 
“The efforts jointly made by Russia, 
Iran and Turkey to settle the Syrian 
crisis are paying off.”

 “I would like to note with satisfaction 
that our joint work with Turkey and 
Iran as guarantors of the Astana process 
continues to yield concrete results.”

‘The level of violence has certainly 
decreased and favorable conditions 
are being created for promoting intra-
Syrian dialogue under the auspices of 
the UN,’ Putin told reporters as Russia 
Today (RT) reported.

The 7th round of Syria peace talks 

brokered by Iran, Russia, and Turkey 
was held in Astana on October 30 and 
31.

The fourth edition of the talks in 
May produced a memorandum of 
understanding on de-escalation zones 
in Syria, sharply reducing fighting in 
the country.

Diplomatic efforts to end fighting in 
Syria gained momentum in 2017 with 
the announcement of a ceasefire in the 
Arab country in early January.

Iranian Deputy FM Heads 
to Russia to Discuss 

Regional Issues

TEHRAN (Dispatches) - ATR 
aims to deliver another eight aircraft 
to Iran by the end of the year after 
delivering six so far this year under 
U.S. export licenses issued following 
the lifting of international nuclear-
related sanctions in 2016, Scherer 
said. 

On September 28, Iran took 
delivery of two ATR 72-600 aircraft 
at Tehran’s Mehrabad Airport.

They were the fifth and sixth 
ATR planes Iran has received since 
May.

Since the coming into force of 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA), Iran has received 

a total of nine new planes, 

including three Airbus passenger 
planes and 6 ATR turboprops.

Iran Air and the French-Italian 
aircraft manufacturer ATR spent 
months negotiating an order for 20 
ATR 72-600 aircraft worth $576 
million at list prices, with options 
for another 20.

Iran is gradually receiving 
the passenger planes purchased 
from Airbus, ATR , and Boeing, 
following the implementation 
of the JCPOA, the 2015 nuclear 
agreement between Tehran and 
the Group 5+1 (Russia, China, 
the U.S., Britain, France and 
Germany).

During a January 2016 visit to 

Paris by Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani, Tehran signed a major 
contract with Airbus worth about 
$27 billion to buy 118 planes.

Later in June 2016, Iran sealed 
another deal worth around $25 
billion with the U.S. aerospace 
heavyweight, Boeing, for the 
purchase of 100 passenger planes.

In December 2016, the deal with 
Boeing was finalized, allowing 
Iran to buy 80 planes within 10 
years.

European plane maker ATR 
says it plans to deliver eight more 
turboprop planes to Iran within the 
next few weeks.
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ATR Says to Deliver More Aircraft to Iran


