
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- International businesses and state agencies are seeking 
clarifications in the face of the U.S. sending mixed signals about business with Iran.

Tehran, which faces already reluctant international companies for trade, is on 
Washington’s radars again for fresh restrictive measures despite vociferous opposi-
tion from Europe and other countries.

On Friday, media reports said the U.S. House of Representatives will vote next 
week on a bill sought by President Donald Trump, which could allow sanctions 
against Iran to automatically kick in.

The draft bill could derail a 2015 nuclear agreement with Iran by holding the 
country to a series of requirements not previously agreed to when the deal was 
forged by the U.S. and other countries two years ago, the Associated Press re-
ported.

The legislation, the news agency said, aims to meet Trump’s demands that Con-
gress act quickly to toughen the existing law that governs U.S. participation in the 
Iran nuclear deal.

Iran and other parties to the nuclear agreement have made it clear that they would 
not conform to any unilateral U.S. measures and that the new coercive steps would 
not have a bearing on their nascent trade relationship.

However, the belligerent U.S. posture is already generating a swirl of apprehen-
sion.

On Friday, French businesses and foreign and finance ministry officials were said 
to be meeting next week to discuss the consequences of Trump’s refusal to certify 
the Iran nuclear deal.

Trump did not pull the U.S. out of the agreement, but gave the U.S. Congress 60 
days to decide whether to re-impose the economic sanctions that were lifted on 
Iran under the pact in January 2016.

Which Side Will Europe Bear With?  

The Medef business group will gather officials from the foreign ministry, finance 
ministry and France’s business office in Tehran on Tuesday to offer an “analysis 
of the consequences of the non-certification” of the accord by Trump, reports said.

“We’re still assessing how firms are reacting to the Trump decision, but we are 
trying to not be overly alarmist with them,” Reuters quoted an unnamed French 
diplomatic source as saying.

Medef led a large delegation of business people and industry groups on a mission 
to Iran to explore business opportunities in the country after the deal was agreed.

France’s energy group Total and its automakers Peugeot and Renault were among 
the first multinational groups to clinch deals with Iran after the sanctions were 
lifted.

Total CEO Patrick Pouyanne, whose company plans a $5 billion development 
of phase 11 of Iran’s South Pars, said Wednesday it was waiting for the U.S. Con-
gress’s decision and that it would withdraw from Iran if obliged by law.

Washington’s Mixed Signals

On Friday, U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said Washington did not intend 
to disrupt European business deals with Iran and that he would address European 
allies’ business concerns.

“The president’s been pretty clear that it’s not his intent to interfere with business 
deals that the Europeans may have under way with Iran,” he said in an interview 
with The Wall Street Journal.     

Indian media, meanwhile, quoted what they called a top U.S. official as saying 
that New Delhi should make its own decisions on the relationship with Iran based 
on its interests.

The Press Trust of India said it asked the senior Trump administration official 
about India developing the strategically-located Chabahar port in Iran, which will 
give New Delhi access to Afghanistan and Central Asia.

“India should make its own decisions based on how it sees its interests,” the 
official told PTI, while stating that the countries should take a hard look at their 
business partners in Iran at the same time.

Business as Normal for Now

Among the Europeans, the bellicose rhetoric by Trump and some other American 
politicians did not prevent Norway’s Saga Energy to conclude  Tuesday a $2.9 bil-
lion deal to build solar power plants in Iran. 

Britain’s Quercus and Dutch energy firm Global Renewables Investments (GRI) 
also said they would not change their strategy on Iran and would continue with 
their investments in the country, Reuters reported. 

Quercus plans to build the world’s sixth-largest solar farm in central Iran with 
an investment of over half a billion euros. GRI is about to build up solar and wind 
farms that could produce up to 1,700 megawatts of electricity. 

While others are taking a “wait-and-see” approach, Iranian officials say the coun-
try is prepared for any eventuality after years of experience under sanctions.  

Previous sanctions have “made Iran stronger,” director of international affairs at 
the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) Saeid Khoshrou was quoted as saying. 

Iran’s Deputy Petroleum Minister Amir Hussein Zamaninia said he sees “little or 
no implications on our future plans in the oil industry” from new U.S. measures. 

On the shipping side, market sources said they do not expect much change, given 
that Iran ships out much of its oil on its own tankers, Platts reported.

Iran’s NITC is one of the world’s largest tanker companies with a fleet of 65 
tankers and gas carriers.

Shipowners and traders said unless the United Nations follows suit, business will 
probably carry on as normal.

“Anything to do with Iran is never linked with the US anyway, not even paid in 
U.S. dollars,” Platts quoted one shipbuilder as saying. 

Moreover, tankers would not have problems for protection and indemnity liabil-
ity if the reimposition of sanctions were not backed by the EU because most ship-
ping cover is tied to European insurers, it said.  

Europe Put to Test as 
U.S. Threatens Iran 

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Deputy 
Chief of Staff of the Iranian Armed 
Forces Brigadier General Massoud 
Jazayeri on Saturday described any 
negotiation with foreign countries 
about the Islamic Republic’s defense 
power as “a red line”.

Jazayeri underlined that Iran’s 
political and defense doctrine is 
based on the internal strength of 

the Islamic establishment and ex-
ternal issues do not affect it.

He further said the country’s de-
fense power is not negotiable, add-
ing, “Undoubtedly, the subject is a 
red line of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and the Armed Forces.”

“The political bluffs and pres-
sures that are exerted are aimed at 
preventing the country from devel-

oping its defense capability,” the 
commander said, adding that Iran 
will continue its path without pay-
ing any heed to the pressures.   

Iran has repeatedly announced 
that its military might and test of 
missiles is an issue relating to de-
fense of its territorial integrity and 
has nothing to do with the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA), the nuclear deal reached 
between Tehran and the Group 5+1 
(Russia, China, the U.S., Britain, 
France and Germany) back in July 
2015.

Iran has also underscored fre-
quently that its military might pos-
es no threat to other countries and 
that the Islamic Republic’s defense 
doctrine is entirely based on deter-
rence.

In his remarks, Jazayeri also 
warned the European states against 
“meddling” with Iran’s missile 
program.

“As the Islamic Republic of Iran 
has stated before, it does not ac-
cept to negotiate over its missile 
issues,” he said. “We are against 
any talks with the foreign sides on 
this issue,” Jazzayeri was quoted 
as saying.

The commander said there is no 
international convention or agree-
ment to put restrictions on missile 
production and development by 
the states. “Therefore, we strictly 
advise and notify all sides to stay 
away from this issue.”

He also dismissed as “illegiti-
mate” and “illegal” demands by 
the United States and some Euro-
pean states to negotiate regional is-
sues, such Syria, with Iran.

He also said that the presence of
(Continued on Page 7)

ANKARA (Dispatches) -- Six 
Turkish banks face billions of dol-
lars of fines from U.S. authorities 
over alleged violations of sanctions 
with Iran, the Haberturk newspaper 
reported on Saturday, citing senior 
banking sources.

The report could not be indepen-
dently verified. Two senior Turkish 
economy officials told Reuters that 
Turkey has not received any notice 
from the United States about such 
penalties, adding that U.S. regula-
tors would normally inform the fi-
nance ministry’s financial crimes 
investigation board.

Turkey’s BDDK banking regula-
tor urged the public to ignore ru-
mors about financial institutions, 
saying Turkey’s banks were func-
tioning well.

The BDDK’s statement appeared 
to be a response to a report by the 
Haberturk newspaper. 

“It has been brought to the pub-
lic’s attention that stories, that are 
rumors in nature, about our banks 
are not based on documents or facts, 
and should not heeded,” it said.

The report comes as relations be-
tween Washington and Ankara have

(Continued on Page 7)

MOSCOW (Dispatches) – A se-
nior Iranian diplomat said here 
Saturday that U.S. moves to prevent 
Iran from benefiting from the 2015 
nuclear deal “will have its conse-
quences.”

“This outpost, negative atmo-
sphere created by the U.S. ad-
ministration is in fact violation of 
the JCPOA, preventing Iran from 
benefiting from sanctions lifting,” 
Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araqchi told a non-proliferation 
conference.

“I tell you it is totally unaccept-
able and it will have its conse-
quences. The situation is as bad as 
it is in Iran as it is in Washington, I 

have to tell you,” he added.
He once again stressed the im-

portance of fully implementing 
the JCPOA by all its signatories 
and said the nuclear deal could by 
no means be re-negotiated.

“We don’t see any possibility of 
re-negotiation, for any addition, 
for any annex, for any add-on, for 
anything for the JCPOA,” said 
Araqchi, who was a senior mem-
ber of the Iranian team negotiating 
with the P5+1 countries.

He emphasized that the JCPOA 
“should be implemented in full and 
Iran should be benefited from the 
dividends of this deal, otherwise

(Continued on Page 7)

FM Zarif Heads to South Africa
TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Iranian Foreign Minister Muham-

mad Javad Zarif was to leave for South Africa on Saturday 
night, an official said.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qasemi said Zarif 
will visit Pretoria at the invitation of his South African 
counterpart. The Iranian top diplomat will be heading a 
political and economic delegation in the trip, Qasemi said. 
He added that Zarif is scheduled to hold talks with South 
Africa’s president, foreign minister and minister of finance 
during the visit.
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Veep: Iran Firm on Ditching Dollar
TEHRAN (Tasnim) –First Vice President Eshaq Jahangiri 

said here Saturday Iran insists on using currencies other than 
U.S. dollar in its trade transactions with other countries.

“At the current stage, we insist on using official curren-
cies other than US dollar, like euro, in international transac-
tions,” Jahangiri said, addressing a ceremony to commem-
orate the 21st anniversary of the National Day of Exports. 
Accordingly, he added, the Islamic Republic is seeking to 
reach agreements with foreign countries to use national cur-
rencies.

‘U.S. to Fine Turkish 
Banks Over Iran Trade’

Iran says its missile capability is totally defensive.

Araqchi: U.S. Violations Will 
Have Consequences
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Deputy Chief of Staff Gen. Jazayeri: 

Iran’s Defense Power a ‘Red Line’

ISTANBUL/ANKARA (Dispatches) 
-- Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan 
showed no retreat from a diplomatic 
row with the United States on Saturday, 
castigating Washington for an “undem-
ocratic” indictment against his security 
detail.

Both Ankara and Washington 
have cut back issuing visas to each 
other’s citizens as ties have wors-
ened.

“They say the United States is 
the cradle of democracy. This 
can’t be true. This can’t be democ-
racy,” Erdogan said in a speech in 

Istanbul.
“If arrest warrants are issued 

against my bodyguards in absen-
tia ... in the United States, where 
I went upon invitation, excuse me 
but I will not say this is a civilized 
country.”

A U.S. grand jury in August in-
dicted 15 Turkish security officials 
over a brawl between protesters 
and Erdogan’s security personnel 
during the Turkish president’s vis-
it to Washington in May. Erdogan 
has said the indictment was not 
binding for Ankara.

The row deepened after Turkish 
authorities arrested two U.S. con-
sular staff, both Turkish nationals. 
In May, a translator at the consul-
ate in the southern province of Ad-
ana was arrested and two weeks 
ago a Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration (DEA) worker was de-
tained in Istanbul.

Both are accused of links to last 
year’ failed coup. The U.S. em-
bassy has said the accusations are 
baseless.

Turkish police want to question a 
third worker based in Istanbul. His 

wife and daughter were detained 
this month last week over alleged 
links to the network of U.S.-based 
cleric Fethullah Gulen, blamed 
by Ankara for orchestrating the 
abortive putsch. They were later 
released.

Turkey has been angered by 
what it sees as U.S. reluctance to 
hand over the cleric Gulen, who 
has lived in Pennsylvania since 
1999. U.S. officials have said its 
courts require sufficient evidence 
to order his extradition.
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