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Thought for Today

ANKARA (Dispatches) – Turkey has 
launched a military drill featuring tanks 
close to the Iraqi border and dispatched 
military vehicles to its southern border 
with Syria where several warring sides 
are jockeying for position in the face of 
Daesh losses.   

The military exercise began in the 
Silopi-Habur region in the country’s 
south, close to northern Iraq, a week 
before Iraq’s Kurdish region will hold 
a vote on possible secession.  

Ankara has warned that the vote could 
risk “civil war” and “have a cost” if it 
goes ahead but Iraqi Kurdistan have 
said they would hold the non-binding 
referendum on September 25.

Witnesses in the region, quoted by the 
French news agency AFP, said they saw 
around 100 military vehicles deployed 
closed to the Iraqi border, including 
tanks, in the early hours of Monday.

A Turkish military statement said, 
“Simultaneously with this exercise, 
counter-terrorism operations in the 
border region continue.” 

Turkey sent about 80 military 
vehicles, including tanks, to the 
Iskenderun district of the southeastern 
province of Hatay on Sunday as part 
of reinforcements for forces stationed 
along the border.

It is the second time the Turkish 
military deploy military reinforcements 
to the border with Syria where an 
expanding grip of US-backed Kurdish 
militants on nearby territories is raising 
alarms in Turkey. 

The Turkish army sent first aid trucks 
and military vehicles as well as heavy 
equipment to the same location on 
Saturday, according to the agency said.

Anadolu noted that a third convoy 

of armored vehicles was heading 
to Hatay’s Reyhanli district, where 
Turkey’s Cilvegozu border gate with 
Syria is located.

The Syrian government is wary of the 
outside players carving out influence 
through local proxies. The U.S. has 
already brought together a ragtag 
group of mostly Kurdish militants and 
equipped them with heavy weapons. 

Turkey, on the other hand, is 
supporting another group of militants 
who have taken a number of towns in 
recent years.   

Last week, Russia, Iran, and Turkey, 
which together act as guarantor states 
in talks for Syria, agreed on the details 
of a “de-escalation zone” in Syria’s 
northwestern province of Idlib, which 
borders Turkey, during resolution talks 
in the Kazakh capital of Astana.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry said 
Friday observers from the three 
countries will be deployed around the 
de-escalation zone to prevent “clashes 
between the government and the 
opposition forces and any violations of 
the truce.”

On Saturday, the Syrian government 
welcomed the agreement but stressed 
that it would not grant Turkish military 
forces authorization to stay in Syria.

Idlib province is largely under the 
control of foreign-sponsored and Jabhat 
Fateh al-Sham militant group, which 
was formerly known as al-Nusra Front.

In August 2016, Turkey began a 
unilateral military intervention in 
northern Syria, code-named Operation 
Euphrates Shield, sending tanks and 
warplanes across the border, which 
Damascus denounced as a breach of its 
sovereignty.

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) – Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad says “certain 
Western countries” still support, directly 
or indirectly, terrorist organizations and 
groups in Syria despite the fact that the 
wrong policy has already backfired on their 
governments and people.

The Syrian president made the 
comments in a meeting with an Italian 
parliamentary delegation headed by 
Mario Romani, a member of the Senate 
of the Republic, in the capital Damascus, 

Syria’s official news agency, SANA, 
reported.

President Assad said such visits by the 
European delegations to Syria, with the 
aim of getting acquainted with the facts on 
the ground, could play a significant role 
in raising the awareness of the Western 
public opinion about the realities of the 
crisis in Syria and expose the lies told by 
Western mass media in this regard.

The Italian delegation visited a number 
of areas in Syria in an attempt to get 

firsthand view of what the situation 
was like in the war-torn country before 
meeting with the Syrian president.

Assad said such awareness-raising steps 
taken by the international community 
could pave the way for lifting the economic 
siege that has increased the suffering of 
the Syrian nation and negatively affected 
their livelihood. The Syrian president 
also described the embargo imposed on 
his country by “certain superpowers,” to 
be in blatant violation of international and 

humanitarian laws.
The Italian delegation, for its part, 

expressed solidarity with the Syrian 
people in their war against foreign-
sponsored terrorism, acknowledging that 
the terrorism in the Arab country had 
started to affect a number of European 
states by posing a real threat to the 
security, safety and future of their citizens.

Members of the visiting Italian 
delegation also asserted that they would 
spare no effort to convey the realities of 
the crisis in Syria back to the European 
country and to the rest of the continent.

Earlier in the day, Syrian Foreign 
Minister Walid al-Muallem met with 
the Italian delegation, stressing that 
his country would continue fighting 
terrorism until Syria was completely 
cleared of terrorists. The top diplomat 
also stated that his country supported 
all efforts to find a political solution to 
the crisis through dialogue among the 
Syrians without any external interference.

Different foreign-backed terrorist 
groups have been wreaking havoc in 
Syria since 2011. The government 
controls main urban centers in the west of 
the country and has recaptured much of 
the eastern parts of Syria from terrorists 
in recent months.

Syrian forces managed to reach Dayr 
al-Zawr’s provincial capital of the same 
name, which lies on the western bank of 
the Euphrates River, earlier this month, 
breaking a nearly three-year-old siege 
by Daesh terrorist group on government-
held parts of the city.

What a difference there is between two kinds of actions- 
an act whose pleasure passes away but its (ill) consequence 
remains and the act whose hardship passes away but its 
reward stays.

Turkey Tries Journalists Over Alleged Links to Gulen
ANKARA (Dispatches) – Turkish authorities have put on trial 31 former 

employees of the now shuttered Zaman daily and its English-language sister 
publication Today’s Zaman over their alleged affiliation to a movement led by 
U.S.-based opposition cleric Fethullah Gulen, whom the Ankara government 
accuses of having masterminded the failed July 2016 coup attempt.

The Istanbul 13th Heavy Penal Court tried writers and executives from the 
two newspapers on charges of seeking to overthrow the Turkish government, 
membership in an armed terror group and attempts to either dissolve the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly or prevent it from performing its duties.
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President Assad: 

Certain Western States Still 
Back Terror Groups in Syria

Turkey Sends Tanks 
Near Iraq, Syria Borders

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad (R) speaks with Mario Romani, a member of Italy’s Senate of the Republic, 
in the Syrian capital, Damascus.  

MANAMA (Dispatches) – Bahrain’s 
king Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifah has 
called for an end to the Arab boycott 
of the Zionist regime, days after the 
Zionist premier said relations with the 
Arab world were better than any other 
time.

According to Israeli media, King 
Hamad’s made the remarks at an event 
hosted by pro-Israeli group Simon 
Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles, 
calling for diplomatic ties to be 
established with the occupying regime.

King Hamad also told Simon 
Wiesenthal Center Director Rabbi 
Abraham Cooper that Bahraini citizens 
are free to visit the Israeli-occupied 
territories as they please. His stance 
on the regime was welcomed by the 
Israeli center’s director who hailed the 
monarch as “ahead of the pack and 

smart.”
“If I had to predict, I would tell you that 

the Arab world’s relationship with the 
state of Israel is going to dramatically 
change... This is a dinner tonight that’s 
hosted by a Jewish organization that 
no one will say is not so pro-Israel,” 
Cooper added.

Cooper and his partner Marvin Hier 
met with King Hamed at the center and 
discussed the opening of a museum for 
religious tolerance in Bahrain’s capital 
Manama towards the end of the year.

The change of stance comes weeks 
after Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu described relations with the 
Arab world better than any other time.

“What’s happening now with the Arab 
bloc states has never before happened 
in our history – even when we signed 
agreements,” said Netanyahu. “What 

we have now is greater than anything 
else during any other period in Israel’s 
history.”

Last week, reports emerged that a 
secret meeting was held between a 
leading Saudi royal and senior Israeli 
officials in Tel Aviv, and in June, leaked 
emails of the UAE’s ambassador to the 
US Yousef al-Otaiba’s suggested that 
Abu Dhabi had established secret links 
with pro-Israel think-tank Foundation 
for Defense of Democracies (FDD).

Last year, a video of a ceremony to 
mark the Jewish Hanukkah holiday 
hosted by Bahrain circulated on social 
media, showing Bahraini men in local 
kaffiyeh attire attending the party and 
dancing with Orthodox Jews. The 
video prompted condemnation from 
the Palestinian movement Hamas that 
urged Bahrain to end the move towards 

normalizing ties with Israel.
About 600,000 Israelis live in over 230 

illegal settlements built since the 1967 
occupation of the Palestinian territories 
of the West Bank and East Jerusalem al-
Quds. Tel Aviv has defied international 
calls to stop its construction activities 
on the occupied Palestinian territories.

The regime has accused rights groups 
of contributing to the worldwide 
anti-Israeli Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement. The 
BDS was initiated in 2005 by over 
170 Palestinian organizations that 
were pushing for “various forms of 
boycott against Israel until it meets its 
obligations under international law.”

The boycott of Israel was adopted by 
the Arab League and its member states 
and bars all relations between Arab 
nations and the Zionist regime.

Bahrain King:

Time to Normalize Ties With Zionist Regime

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – 
Hundreds of Israelis have rallied in 
al-Quds to protest active duty in the 
military, and the regime’s arresting of 
around 40 people, including the grandson 
of a famous rabbi, for dodging draft.

The rallies featured considerable 
violence on the part of both the 
protesters and the Zionist troops.

The grandson of the grand rabbi of 
the Toldot Avraham Yitzhak religious 
community, which refers to itself as an 
“anti-Zionist” sect, was detained two 
weeks ago by the military police in Tel 
Aviv’s Ben Gurion airport. 

The demonstrations saw rabbis giving 
speeches, and the protesters holding up 

anti-regime placards. “We’re Jews and 
therefore will not enlist in the Zionist 
army,” read one banner.

Footages from the demonstrations 
saw the police kicking, punching, and 
shoving the participants, using water 
cannons against them, bringing in 
cavalry, and also trying to drag them 
away by force, claiming they had used 
“exceptional violence” against the 
forces.

The troops made nine arrests, and two 
of the protesters were hospitalized with 
injuries.

During the protest, the office of Knesset 
(the Zionist regime’s parliament)’s 
Finance Committee Chairman Moshe 

Gafni issued a statement, saying that, 
following a request by Gafni to Zionist 
war minister Avigdor Lieberman, it had 
been agreed that the rabbi’s grandson 
and a young woman be released from 
a military prison, Israeli paper Ha’aretz 
reported. The rabbi himself also asked 
for the protesters to disperse.

The rallies, however, continued, with 
the attendants complaining that dozens 
still remained in jails, and protesting 
a decision last week by the supreme 
court to abrogate a law exempting the 
ultraorthodox men engaged in religious 
study from enlistment in the military.

Fearing backlash, the court has 
suspended the decision for one year 

to allow for preparations for the new 
arrangement.

Conscription is mandatory for both 
men and women in Israel, which is in a 
continuous war with regional countries 
and clashes with Palestinian residents 
of the occupied territories. 

An internal survey by the Israeli 
military published earlier this month 
found that one in every six female 
troops had been sexually abused over 
the course of enrollment.

The vast majority of the female 
soldiers surveyed said that they had 
been harassed more than once during 
their service, the Jerusalem Post 
reported.

Protest Held Against Joining Zionist Army; Clashes Erupt

This file photo taken on September 02, 2016 shows Turkish soldiers standing 
in a Turkish army tank driving back to Turkey from the Syrian-Turkish border 

town of Jarabulus in the Turkish-Syrian border town of Karkamis.  

KANDAHAR (Dispatches) – A 
roadside bomb in Afghanistan’s southern 
province of Kandahar killed at least six 
civilians traveling in a car that hit the 
device, officials said on Monday. 

“It was a bomb which had recently 
been planted by the Taliban to target 
Afghan forces but a civilian car went 
through it,” said Fazel Bari Baryalai, 
a spokesman for the provincial 
governor, adding: “All the people 
killed in the car were young people 
from the area.” 

The incident highlights the threat from 
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) such 
as roadside bombs, one of the deadliest 
threats to civilians in Afghanistan. 

In the first half of the year, according 
to United Nations figures, 252 civilians 
were killed and 295 injured by pressure 
plate devices that typically explode when 
hit by a vehicle. 

The country is still suffering from 
insecurity and violence 16 years after 
the United States and its allies invaded 
Afghanistan as part of Washington’s so-
called war on terror. The Taliban militants 
were removed from power, but militancy 
continues to this day.

In addition, the Daesh terrorist group 
has also gained ground and recruited 
militants across several provinces of 
Afghanistan over the past few years.

The latest deadly attack comes amid 
reports that the government in Kabul is 
considering a plan to arm 20,000 civilians 
to fight Taliban and other militant groups. 
The plan is aimed at training and arming 
civilians to defend territories that have 
been cleared of militants.

The plan, however, has sparked concern 
that the local forces could become another 
thuggish militia and end up terrorizing 
the people they are supposed to defend.

Six Civilians Killed By 
Roadside Bomb in Afghanistan


