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TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- 
Deputy Chief of Staff of Iran’s 
Armed Forces Brigadier General 
Massoud Jazayeri on Wednesday 
warned the U.S. about its moves 
in the region, saying Tehran 
would give tough response to 
Washington’s “uncalculated 
actions.”

General Jazayeri’s remarks 
came a day after a U.S. warship 
fired warning shots at an Iranian 
patrol boat in the Persian Gulf. 

“Our armed forces, with their 
massive popular support, will 
confidently and strongly move 
on the path towards the peaks of 
progress and make the U.S. regret 
any mischief,” he said. 

Jazayeri said the army and the 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) are two powerful wings 
of the Iranian establishment, 
adding they are capable of game-
changing developments vis-à-vis 
American forces. 

The U.S. which is supporting 
terrorists would be responsible 
for negative consequences of any 
new misconduct in the region, the 
commander warned.

General Jazayeri touched on a 
fresh bid in the U.S. to impose 
sanctions on Iran in violation of a 
nuclear accord.  

He said all institutions and 
organs in Iran, including its 
armed forces, will forcefully 
continue with the country’s long-

held principle of self-reliance to 
foil American sanctions. 

Earlier this month, Jazayeri hit 
out at U.S. Secretary of Defense 
James Mattis over his remarks 
about a regime change in Iran, 
saying Tehran was determined to 
expel all foreign military forces 
from the region if they engaged 
in any act of aggression.

“Ridiculous U.S. dreams of 
toppling Iran’s government are 
nothing but delusions and Iran 
has no worries in this regard,” 
he said, adding a country which 
is totally dependent on its people 
and its revolutionary society will 
never yield to the propaganda or 
the real warfare of the enemies.

TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Bahram 
Qassemi said on Wednesday Iran’s 
missile program is no breach of UN 
Resolution 2231, which endorses the 
2015 nuclear agreement between 
Tehran and the P5+1 group. 

“The Islamic Republic of Iran’s 
missile program is in accordance 
with Resolution 2231 and nothing 
can prevent Iran from pursuing and 
implementing its principled policy 
to boost defense capabilities,” 
Qassemi said. 

On Tuesday, the U.S. House 
of Representatives voted 419-3 
in favor of a bill imposing new 
sanctions on Iran over its missile 
program and alleged destabilizing 
role in the Middle East.

The bill must pass the U.S. Senate 
before it can be sent to the White 
House for President Donald Trump 
to veto or sign into law. 

Qassemi said if approved and 
implemented, the bill would 
undermine the successful 

implementation of the Iranian 
nuclear agreement, known as 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA), which he referred 
to as an international multilateral 
agreement.   

Qassemi said that under the 
JCPOA, the U.S. had obligations 
that needed to fulfill, stressing 
that the countries’ rules and 
laws could not act as an excuse 
for governments to shirk their 
international responsibilities.

“Since the Islamic Republic of 
Iran has been fully committed 
to and fulfilled its obligations, 
as verified by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
and admitted by the P5+1 group of 
countries, it expects other parties 
to the JCPOA , including the U.S. 
government, to follow suit,” he 
said.

He added that the U.S. bill was 
against the spirit and text of the 
JCPOA, stressing that Iran would 
reciprocate to ensure the interests 

of the country. 
Qassemi also rejected claims in 

the bill that Iran destabilized the 
region and sponsored terrorism.

He said the American lawmakers 
accused Iran of destabilizing the 
region while the U.S. government 
had played a key role in forming 

terrorist groups, including Daesh, 
by launching military aggression 
against Iraq, adding that the 
growing insecurity and extremism 
in the region were the results of 
“unwise and irresponsible” policies 
of the U.S. and its allies in the 
Middle East.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) – The 
commander of the Iranian army’s 
ground forces on Wednesday outlined 
plans to boost the mobility and 
assault capabilities of the infantry 
units.

Speaking at a military gathering 
here, Brigadier General Kiomars 
Haydari said the ground forces’ 
infantry units have undergone 
structural reforms, noting that 
all brigades have developed into 
“assault and mobile” ones.

He said 21 mobile assault brigades 
have been established in the force 
as per the orders of Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

In a November 2016 decree, the 
Leader called for efforts to boost 
the mobility and efficiency of the 
units proportional to modern needs.

Haydari’s predecessor, Brigadier 
General Ahmad Reza Pourdastan, 
had announced before leaving 
the office that the capabilities of 
the ground forces had developed 
in recent years to deal with new 
threats. 

Separately, a senior Iranian cyber 

security official warned plot by 
the Zionist regime to carry out 
cyberattacks against Iran.

The occupying regime appears to 
have clandestine cyber capabilities 
and is seeking to harm the Islamic 
Republic through cyberattacks, 
Major General Mostafa Izadi, 
commander of the cyber security 
and modern threats department at 
the IRGC’s Khatam al-Anbia Base, 
said.

He made the comments during 
a visit to Iran’s Civil Defense 
Organization.

The general further stressed the 
need for efforts to thwart the enemy 
plots that aim to create discord 
within the Iranian nation, which he 
described as the main pillar of the 
Establishment.

Last year, Iran’s Civil Defense 
Organization unveiled plans for 
developing a nationwide alarm 
system that would alert the 
country’s organizations to possible 
cyberattacks.

It came after a spate of cyberattacks 
against Iranian websites in June 
2016.

In the Name of the Most High

Viewpoint

Nigeria Should Release 
Sheikh Zakzaky

By Kayhan Int’l Staff Reporter

The government of Nigeria, under the influence of the Wahhabis and 
the Zionists, has adopted a suicidal policy against its own citizens.

As it continues to detain without trial, in violation of the Federal Court’s 
order, the Leader of the Islamic Movement of Nigeria (IMN), Sheikh 
Ibraheem Zakzaky, his wife and scores of his followers, it again used 
brutal force on Tuesday to disrupt a peaceful rally commemorating the 
martyrdom of three of the revered Sheikh’s sons and 31 IMN members 
on July 25, 2014.

According to reports, the 3rd anniversary requiem for the martyrs held 
at Dar-ar-Rahma in Zaria was besieged by military forces and finally 
disrupted. The participants, who numbered 10,000 and were carrying 
placards demanding the release of Sheikh Zakzaky, decided to disperse 
peacefully so as to avoid any untoward incident, in view of the brutality 
of the Nigerian Army.

December 15, 2015 was one of the darkest days in the history of 
Nigeria, when the army suddenly burst upon the huge gathering on 
the occasion of the birthday of the Prophet of Islam, at Baqiatollah 
Hussainiyah in Zaria, indiscriminately killing some 2,000 men, women 
and children. 

The holy place was razed to the ground, copies of the holy Qur’an 
were desecrated and Sheikh Zakzaky, his wife, and over a hundred IMN 
members kidnapped. Since then repeated calls for the release of the 
detainees have been turned down on one pretext or another, while the 
health of the venerable Sheikh continues to deteriorate in the absence 
of proper medical treatment.

Recently a plot to assassinate Sheikh Zakzaky by agents of the regime 
was uncovered, and has led to sharp criticism of the government by all 
sections of the society including Sunni Muslims and Christians.     

Analysts point out that the government of President Mohammad 
Buhari is in secret league with the Boko Haram terrorists, and the 
reason it has adopted a hostile attitude towards Nigerian Muslims 
following the school of the Ahl al-Bayt (Blessed Household) of Prophet 
Muhammad (SAWA), is the IMN’s criticism of the Takfiri seditionists.

The crime of ten million Nigerians in the eyes of the sectarian and 
blighted regime is that they are Shi’a Muslims. Unlike the Wahhabis and 
the Boko Haram Takfiris, the Shi’a Muslims neither indulge in threats, 
terror, kidnapping, and killing, nor do they attack the beliefs of their 
compatriots, whether Sunnis or Christians. Yet they are discriminated 
against and deprived of their basic birthrights.

This is gross violation of justice, and does not bode well for the unity of 
Nigeria, which despite its abundance of oil remains a poverty-stricken 
under-developed country.

The regime and the military should understand that brutal suppression, 
coupled with poisonous propaganda, can neither wipe out a community 
that is rapidly growing, nor prevent many educated and enlightened 
Nigerian from embracing the Shi’a Muslim School of Jurisprudence. 

Buhari and his uniformed buddy, General Tukar Yousuf Buratai, are 
advised to read Islamic history and to open their eyes to events in the 
Muslim World, where Saudi policies, despite the backing of the US and 
the Zionist entity, are facing defeat on all fronts, whether in Syria or 
Iraq, and whether in Yemen, which Riyadh thought could be bombed 
into submission with a few weeks. 

It is still not late for the Nigerian government to make amends for 
its follies and release Sheikh Zakzaky. By doing so, it would gain the 
support of ten million of its own citizens, which is not an insignificant 
number, since IMN does not pose any political threat to the country.

We hope saner minds will prevail and peace and justice return to 
Nigeria.  
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Gen. Jazayeri: U.S. Would 
Regret Any Mischief O you who believe! the 

idolaters are nothing but 
unclean, so they shall 
not approach the Sacred 
Mosque after this year; 
and if you fear poverty 
then Allah will enrich 
you out of His grace if 
He please; surely Allah 
is Knowing Wise.

MOSCOW (Dispatches) – 
Spokesman for the Atomic Energy 
Organization of Iran (AEOI) Behrouz 
Kamalvandi has held talks with senior 
Russian officials in Moscow on a range 
of issues, including joint production of 
nuclear fuel.

Kamalvandi and Russian officials 
talked about cooperation between the 

two countries over the first unit of a 

nuclear power plant near the Iranian 
southern port city of Bushehr and 
construction plans for other units of 
the power plant.

In meetings with the Russian state 
nuclear energy corporation Rosatom’s 
officials, Kamalvandi also discussed 
joint production of nuclear fuel and 
stable isotopes by the two countries.
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