
6 August 13, 2017

LONDON (Reuters) - Usain 
Bolt, running the penultimate race 
of his career, led Jamaica safely 
through their semi-final in the 4x100 
meters relay at the World Athletics 

Championships on Saturday while 
United States ran the fastest time of 
the year.

Bolt, who had announced on 
Monday that he would also run in 

the heats, raced for the last time 
in the final on Saturday when he 
hoped to bow out with his 20th 
global championship title.

Running the last leg, Bolt eased 

home, looking over his shoulder, as 
Jamaica won the second of the two 
semi-final heats in 37.95 seconds, 
ahead of France (38.03) and China 
(38.20).

Jamaica are aiming for a fifth 
successive world title in the event 
but will face a stiff challenge from 
the U.S. who won the first heat 
in 37.70 seconds, with Christian 
Coleman, silver medalist in the 100 
meters, running the anchor leg.

“It feels like second nature 
because we work well together. We 
are confident we can win. We will 
go and prepare well for tonight,” 
said Michael Rogers, who ran the 
first leg for the United States.

Britain were second in the first 
heat in 37.76, also faster than 
Jamaica’s time, while Japan were 
third. Canada and Turkey also 
qualified as the fastest losers.

Bolt’s presence ensured a capacity 
crowd for the morning session. “It’s 
hard to be sad because of the energy 
I’m getting from the crowd,” said 
the Jamaican, who suffered a rare 
defeat in the 100 meters when he 
took bronze.

VIENNA (Dispatches) -  Italy’s 
Andrea Dovizioso has topped the 
first two free practice sessions for 
this weekend’s Austrian MotoGP at 
Spielberg.

Dovizioso, runner-up in Austria last 
year behind Italian Andrea Iannone, 
clocked a fastest lap of 1min 24.46sec 
at the end of the session. 

The 31-year-old finished ahead of 
Spaniards Maverick Vinales, who 

clocked 1:24.280 on a Yahama, and 
Honda’s Dani Pedrosa in 1:24.474. 
In the battle for the MotoGP world 
title, Vinales upped the pressure on 
Spanish world championship leader 
Marc Marquez, who managed just 
seventh fastest for Honda. 

Marquez -- winner in Germany and 
the Czech Republic in the last two 
races -- sits top of the standings with 
a 14-point lead on Vinales.

TORONTO (AFP) - World 
number one Karolina Pliskova has 
advanced to the quarter-finals of the 
WTA Toronto hardcourt tournament 
while Venus Williams and Angelique 
Kerber crashed out in straight sets .

 Pliskova’s opponent Naomi 
Osaka abandoned due to a muscle 
injury, leaving Pliskova to advance 
6-2, 6-7 (4/7), 1-0. 

Pliskova meanwhile was left 
satisfied after pounding down 12 
aces and not dropping her serve 
once. But she admitted however 
that she faces a tough challenge 

holding on to her world number one 
ranking. 3

“It’s going to be tough,” Pliskova 
said. “I’ll do my best to stay there 
as long as I can -- hopefully a 
few more weeks.” Elina Svitolina 
easily dispatched the 37-year-old 
Williams 6-2, 6-1 while American 
Sloane Stephens crushed two-
time major championship winner 
Angelique Kerber by identical 6-2, 
6-2 scores.

 Pliskova will now face former 
world number one Caroline 
Wozniacki in the last eight.

BARCELONA (AFP) - Barcelona 
host rivals Real Madrid in the first leg 
of the Spanish Super Cup on Sunday 
(2000GMT) badly in need of a morale-
boosting win following the world 
record sale of Neymar to Paris Saint-
Germain.

Despite banking 222 million euros 
($261 million) for the Brazilian, 
Barca’s scattergun approach to 
finding a replacement has so far 
been unsuccessful with bids for 
Liverpool’s Philippe Coutinho and 
Ousmane Dembele of Borussia 
Dortmund so far rebuffed.

New Barca coach Ernesto Valverde 
must therefore try to down the 
European and Spanish champions 
with a weaker squad than the one 
which missed out to Real for the La 
Liga title last season.

However, Barca did manage to beat 
Madrid without the then suspended 
Neymar the last time the sides met 
in competitive action back in April 
as Lionel Messi won an incredible 
encounter 3-2 with the last kick of 
the game.

The Catalans also edged last 
month’s Miami friendly between the 
two in Neymar’s last game for Barca 
3-2.

Valverde’s men completed a 
perfect pre-season on the field with 
a fourth straight win by sweeping 
aside Chapecoense 5-0 on Monday 
in a match to raise funds for the 
stricken Brazilian club who lost 19 
players and 24 club officials in a 
plane crash last year.

“We’ve had a good pre-season and 
we are coming into the game in good 
condition,” said Valverde.

“But on Sunday the real thing 
starts, with a competitive game and 
a title at stake against our biggest 
rivals.”

Gerard Deulofeu was handed 
Neymar’s role alongside Messi 
and Luis Suarez up front against 
Chapecoense on his return to the 
club after spells at Everton and AC 
Milan.

And the Spanish international took 
his chance with a goal and two assists 
in just 45 minutes on the field.

TEHRAN (Press TV) - The Iranian 
men’s national basketball team has 
pulled off its second win at the 2017 
Fédération Internationale de Basket-
ball (FIBA) Asia Cup in Lebanon, 
overcoming the Syrian side.

The Iranian squad defeated the 
Syrian basketball team 87-63 in 
another Group A encounter of the 
continental tournament at Nouhad 
Nawfal Stadium in Zouk Mosbeh 
town, located 12 kilometers north of 
the Lebanese capital city of Beirut, 
on Friday evening.

The Iranian sportsmen opened 
the game vigorously and well 
managed to assume the lead, and 
outnumbered the Syrians 28-20 at 
the end of the first quarter.

The Persians upheld superiority in 
the second quarter, and took it by 24 
points to 12.

The Syrian basketball players 
battled to gain the lead in the third 
quarter, and employed several 
attacks and blocks to clinch a 
narrow 19-18 victory.

The Iranians emerged strong on all 
fronts in the final quarter, and could 
record a 17-12 win at last.

The Iranian men’s national 
basketball team will face Jordan on 
Sunday.

The 2017 FIBA Asia Cup, which 
is the 29th edition of the continental 
basketball championship in Asia, 
started in Lebanon on August 8 and 
will conclude on August 20.
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World Athletics Championships - Men’s 4x100 Meters Relay Heats - London Stadium, London, August 12, 
2017. Usain Bolt of Jamaica in action.

TEHRAN (Tasnim) - The world’s 
strongest Paralympian Siamand Rahman 
is going to break the world record 
at the Mexico City 2017 World Para 
Powerlifting Championships.

 “My main goal is to win the gold 
medal and relying on the Almighty God 
once again to break the world record and 
to hoist the flag of my dear country,” 
Rahman told Paralympic.org.

In Mexico City, Rahman will compete 
in the men’s over 107kg, facing the likes 
of Egypt’s Amr Mosaad and Jordania’s 
Jamil Elshebli.

Rahman cleared the bar at 
unprecedented 310kg at the Rio 2016 
Paralympic Games, winning his second 
successive Paralympic gold.

“I had a good feeling. The fact is that 
everyone was waiting for my 300kg 

record and I had undergone very hard 
training to be able to keep my promise,” 
he said.

“I was very delighted and happy that I 
could have the flag of my country hoisted 
at such important competition and to 

make the people of my country happy. 
It had great meaning to prove that the 
Paralympic athletes of our country can 
also be brilliant and proud of their own 
success.”

Rahman has become one of the most 
recognized faces in Paralympic sports 
and credits his family and coaches for 
helping him along the way.

“The people around encouraged me, 
especially my father and mother. They 
had the greatest role for encouraging me 
to be active in powerlifting,” he said.

“The kindness and respect from the 
people of my country made me continue, 
despite the barriers on my way, and try 
achieve my goals all these years,” he 
concluded.

The competition will take place between 
30 September-6 October in Mexico City.

The world’s strongest Paralympian Siamand Rahman

Siamand Rahman Eyes Breaking World Record in 
Mexico City

LONDON (AFP) - Arsenal manager 
Arsene Wenger has expressed “relief” 
over Olivier Giroud’s decision to stay 
after the France striker earned his side a 
breathless 4-3 win against Leicester City.

Giroud came off the bench with 
Arsenal trailing 3-2 in Premier League 
curtain-raiser at the Emirates Stadium 
and after fellow substitute Aaron 
Ramsey equalized; he headed in an 
85th-minute winner.

Alexandre Lacazette’s arrival has 
bumped Giroud even further down 
the Arsenal pecking order, but having 
given the 30-year-old the chance to 
leave, Wenger was thrilled he decided 
to stay.

“It’s fantastic. I opened the door for 
him at some stage because I know 

it’s important for him to play, but I 
don’t want to him to go,” Wenger told 
reporters.

“He decided to stay and it was one of 
the great days of recent weeks for me. 
He’s a fantastic player, but as well he 
has a big weight in this squad. It was a 
relief for me he decided to stay.”

Giroud outmuscled Harry Maguire 
to meet Granit Xhaka’s corner 
with a strong header that hit the 
bar and bounced behind the line 
before Leicester goalkeeper Kasper 
Schmeichel could club it away.

An admiring Wenger said Giroud 
was “in his prime” and “at the top of 
his game”.

Lacazette, a club-record £46.5 
million ($60.3 million, 51.1 million 

euros) signing from Lyon, made a 
dream start to his home debut by 

heading Arsenal in front with just 85 
seconds on the clock.

Wenger Lauds Giroud as Arsenal Beat 
Leicester 4-3

MADRID (AFP) - Real Madrid coach 
Zinedine Zidane confirmed on Saturday 
he will sign a contract extension in the 
near future with the club he has guided 
to back-to-back Champions League 
titles.

“I’m happy because it’s a sign of 
confidence, that we have done good 
work,” Zidane told a pre-match press 

conference ahead of Real’s Spanish 
Super Cup showdown with Barcelona 
when quizzed on reports over his future.

Madrid sports daily AS reported the 
Frenchman will be rewarded with a 
three-year deal for his feats in not only 
delivering two Champions Leagues in 
just 20 months in charge, but also Real’s 
first La Liga title for five years.

“I enjoy every day here,” added 
Zidane, who also ended his illustrious 
playing career at the Santiago Bernabeu.

“I’m lucky enough to have this 
extraordinary squad and I am very happy 
with it.”

Zidane added a sixth trophy to his 
burgeoning collection as a coach when 
Madrid saw off Manchester United 

2-1 to retain the UEFA Super Cup on 
Tuesday.

However, he acknowledged that even 
his future will depend on maintaining his 
winning streak given the high demands 
placed on coaches at Madrid.

“You could sign a contract for 10 or 20 
years, but I know where I am and what I 
have to do,” he continued.
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