
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Iran has 
dismissed a recent accusation by 
U.S. Navy that an Iranian patrol 
boat had shined laser at an Ameri-
can helicopter flying over the Strait 
of Hormuz. 

Back in June, U.S. Navy Com-
mander Bill Urban claimed that the 
Iranian vessel recently turned its 
spotlight on two American ships, 
the USS Cole and USS Bataan, 
which were moving through the 
strait.

The Iranian boat, he claimed, later 
shined laser at the U.S. Marine CH-
53E Super Stallion helicopter that 
responded by automatically firing 
flares at the Iranian vessel, adding 
the incident left no casualties and 
damage.

Urban further described the al-
leged face-off as an unsafe encoun-
ter and stressed that “illuminating 
helicopters with lasers at night is 
dangerous as it creates a naviga-
tional hazard that can impair vision 

and can be disorienting to pilots us-
ing night vision goggles.”

The commander of Iran’s First 
Naval Zone, Rear Admiral Hussein 
Azad, responded to Urban’s claims 
on Sunday.

“Recently, the U.S. Navy has 
claimed that Iranian Navy had 
shined laser at a helicopter of the 
U.S. Fifth Fleet while it was passing 
the Strait of Hormuz, an issue the 
Navy of Islamic Republic of Iran 
Army strongly denies,” Azad said.

Iranian naval forces are tasked 
with guaranteeing security within 
the country’s maritime borders, 
where they have been involved in a 
series of face-offs with U.S. vessels 
for intrusion into Iranian territorial 
waters.

In recent years, Iran’s Navy has 
increased its presence in interna-
tional waters to protect naval routes 
and provide security for merchant 
vessels and tankers. It has also con-
ducted major drills to enhance its 
defense capabilities.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Ter-
rorists based in Pakistan have fired 
projectiles at Iran’s border region 
of Saravan, killing two local work-
ers, the Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps (IRGC) has said in a state-
ment.  

“On Saturday afternoon, a terror-
ist team associated with the global 
arrogance and foreign intelligence 
services fired at the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran’s borders in the Saravan 
region with indirect fire weapons 
and light weaponry, martyring two 
native workers,” an IRGC state-
ment said. 

“The combatants of the IRGC 
Ground Force at the Quds base re-
acted to the terrorist move, killing 

one of the terrorists and wounding 
two others,” it added.

The statement said other mem-
bers of the terrorist group fled 
deeper into the Pakistani territory 
after facing retaliation from IRGC 
troops.    

On Wednesday, IRGC Ground 
Force commander Brigadier Gen-
eral Muhammad Pakpour said his 
forces would target terrorists any-
where they choose.

“We will target counter-revolu-
tionary forces, outlaws and terror-
ists who are being trained and are 
planning and plotting to destabilize 
our border regions anywhere in the 
world,” he said.

Tehran has frequently complained 
to Islamabad about foreign-backed 
terrorists who use the Pakistani ter-
ritory to launch attacks in Iran’s 
Sistan and Baluchestan Province.   

In April, 11 Iranian border guards 
were killed and three others injured 
in clashes near the border town 
of Mirjaveh. The Pakistan-based 
Jaish ul-Adl terror group claimed 
responsibility for the attack.

Tehran reacted by saying that it 
reserved the right to respond to the 
attack as it chose and warning that 
its patience was wearing thin with 
Pakistan’s lack of cooperation.

Iranian President Hassan Rouha-
ni wrote to Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif calling for greater efforts to 
prevent militant attacks along the 
border.

In May, the head of the Iranian 
armed forces warned that Tehran 
would hit bases inside Pakistan if 
the government does not confront 
“militants who carry out cross-bor-
der attacks”.
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Post-ISIL U.S. Bases Are 
Bad News

By: Kayhan Int’l Staff Writer

The volatile region of the Middle East has had enough of U.S. wars, 
illegal invasions and troublesome military bases.

Last thing post-ISIL Iraq and Syria need is seeing the White House 
issue a statement calling on Congress to grant President Trump unilat-
eral legal authority to open new military bases in the Levant, as well as 
to renovate existing facilities. 

The political class in Washington is taking us for fools claiming the 
bases would be purely temporary in nature. For the U.S. empire of bas-
es and chaos nothing is temporary. They have waged an endless war 
on terror and they keep telling us it’s permanent. They need bases from 
which to attack these imaginary terrorists which renders them perma-
nent too.

Here, what “temporary” actually means is clear, particularly in Iraq 
where the Pentagon regime has been very public about the idea that 
they intend to keep U.S. ground troops in Iraq more or less forever. 
Those bases, then, are going to be open-ended facilities for an open-
ended mission. That includes Syria as well.

The establishment of bases, particularly in Syria, is illegal, since the 
US doesn’t have any permission from the Syrian government to be there 
in the first place, and the appearance of the Pentagon laying down 
roots, however temporary they claim them to do, could be very provoca-
tive to Syria, and its allies Iran and Russia.

There is plenty of appetite for a new war in Washington, mostly within 
the Congress and the Senate. There’s so much eagerness in expanding 
the war that no one wants to put down on paper what the limits of the 
post-ISIL policy will be. 

The Pentagon is quietly transforming its empire of over 1,000 military 
installations to maintain global dominance, including dozens of bases 
in every Persian Gulf country save Iran, and in Central Asian countries 
critical to the war in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria. 

U.S. officials are hoping these bases will entrench their influence and 
keep regional countries within an American orbit - at a time when some 
are asserting their independence. Experience tells us, however, that 
military bases only guarantee collaboration with terrorist groups and 
despotic regimes; hence, generating public anger and protests, as well 
as anti-U.S. sentiments and attacks.

Experience also tells us that the proliferation of new bases will simply 
militarize large swaths of Iraq and Syria. It will heighten tensions with 
neighbors and could even lead to new conflicts.
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Navy Denies Shining 
Laser at U.S. Helicopter  

If they could find a refuge 
or cave or a place to enter 
into, they would certainly 
have turned thereto, run-
ning away in all haste. And 
of them there are those who 
blame you with respect to 
the alms; so if they are given 
from it they are pleased, and 
if they are not given from it, 
lo! they are full of rage.

The Holy Qur’an (9.58)

Footage shown on the IRIB shows U.S soldiers kneeling and with their hands behind their heads, as armed 
coast guard officials surround them for trespassing into Iranian waters in the Persian Gulf on Jan. 12, 2016.

NEW YORK (Dispatches) – UN 
Secretary General António Gu-
terres has stressed the importance 
of “sustained commitment” of all 
parties to the obligations under the 
landmark nuclear agreement be-
tween Iran and the P5+1 group of 
countries.

Guterres issued a statement 
overnight marking the second 
anniversary of the historic agree-
ment, known as the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), 
aimed at ensuring the exclusively 
peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear 
program.

He added that the JCPOA stake-
holders’ “sustained commitment is 
essential for the long-term viabil-
ity and success of the agreement.”

He welcomed the recent recom-
mitment to the “full and effective 
implementation” of the deal ex-

pressed by the JCPOA parties 

during their 7th meeting of the 
Joint Commission monitoring the 
deal’s implementation in the Aus-
trian capital of Vienna on April 
25, calling on them to continue to 
work together “in good faith and 
reciprocity.”

He said that both Iran and the 
P5+1 group should support further 
pursuit of the JCPOA and pledged 
that he would do the same.

The UN chief also commended 
Iran for implementing its nuclear-
related commitments in accord-
ance with the JCPOA.

“The JCPOA was a major 
achievement in the area of nuclear 
non-proliferation,” Guterres said, 
adding, “It gives us all hope that the 
most complex issues in this domain 
can be addressed through dialogue, 
understanding and cooperation.”

The UN chief stressed, “It is in 
the interest of the international 

community that this achievement 
of multilateral diplomacy endures 
transitions and implementation 
challenges cementing our collec-
tive commitment to diplomacy 
and dialogue.”

Iran and the five permanent 
members of the United Nations 
Security Council -- the United 
States, Britain, France, China and 
Russia -- plus Germany signed 
the JCPOA on July 14, 2015 and 
started implementing it on January 
16, 2016.

Under the agreement, limits were 
put on Iran’s nuclear activities in 
exchange for, among other things, 
the removal of all nuclear-related 
bans against the Islamic Republic.

The UN Security Council later 
unanimously endorsed a resolu-
tion that effectively turned the 
JCPOA into international law.
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Pakistan-Based Terrorist 
Fire Kills 2 Iranians 
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National Participation
KAYHAN: It is not that hard for the government to issue participation 

bonds in order to sell them and participate people in the development 
projects of oil and gas. This way they can pay the interests to people and 
not French or Chinese firms. People are more than willing to invest in 
national development projects. All they need is government will to make 
that happen.

Against IRGC
JAVAN: Those who are against the activities of IRGC in national de-

velopment plans and defence are only working for the U.S. government. 
They are America’s agents. Criticism is not same as disrespect and libel. 
We can even criticise the IRGC. But we shouldn’t replace it with libel. 
Since 1979, Washington has always tried to undermine the revolution 
and the republic. The IRGC is standing in its way.

Closed Government
RESALAT: President Rouhani says the production sector is standing 

on its feet because it is under the influence of doping. He says 90 percent 
of government budget goes to current expenditures. He wants to talk to 
people. He has so many press outlets, so many national and international 
conferences. Still he claims he cannot talk to people directly. 

Domestic Front
VATAN EMROOZ: Some 80 percent of our problems have their roots 

within the country. We should not look for answers outside the borders. 
Despite the sanctions and restrictions, we can fix our problems through 
structural reforms. It was naive on the part of the government to assume 
that by talking to the U.S. it could fix our problems. America would nev-
er change its hostile course against Iran through the diplomacy of smile.

Hussein Freidoun 
Detained Over 

Financial Matters
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- The 

brother of President Hassan Rouhani 
has been detained over financial mat-
ters, the Tasnim news agency quoted 
Judiciary spokesman Gholamhussein 
Mohseni Ejehi as saying on Sunday.

Hussein Fereidoun has been de-
tained and could be released on bail, 
he said.

Fereidoun is the brother and a 
top aide to President Rouhani, who 
changed his surname from Fereidoun 
years ago.

Ejehi also reported that an individ-
ual has been sentenced to 10 years in 
prison for “infiltrating” the country 
and gathering information. He did not 
identify the suspect.

“This person, who was gathering in-
formation and was directly guided by 
America, was sentenced to 10 years 
in prison, but the sentence can be 
appealed,” the Judiciary spokesman 
said.  

UN Secretary General: 

All Parties Should Remain Committed to JCPOA  


