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TALLINN (Press TV) – The U.S. Air 
Force is deploying F-35 jets to Estonia, 
putting the service’s newest fighter jets 
even closer to Russia’s doorstep.

F-35A stealth Joint Strike Fighters will 
fly from a base in the United Kingdom to 
Estonia, which has an almost 200-mile-
long border with Russia, an official told 
CNN on condition of anonymity.

The advanced aircraft flew from Hill 
Air Force Base in Utah to Royal Air 
Force’s Lakenheath airfield earlier this 
month.

Officials noted at the time that the Air 

Force also planned several “out and 
back” flights to other NATO nations 
that would help familiarize pilots with 
the region.

The Estonian media reported that 
the jets were expected to arrive at the 
Ämari Air Base and would remain in 
the Baltic country for “several weeks.”

While in Estonia, the F-35s will 
conduct training flights with aircraft 
from the U.S. and allied militaries.

The Air Force will also deploy F-35 
jets to Romania, another NATO ally.

Both Estonia and Romania have been 
unnerved by Russia’s reunification 
with the strategic Black Sea peninsula 
of Crimea following a referendum in 
March 2014.

Fearful of a repeat of that scenario 
elsewhere, Western countries have 
moved to step up their military presence 
in Eastern Europe to deter what they 
call the Russian “aggression.”

The F-35’s deployment to Europe is 
happening under the pretext of the so-
called European Reassurance Initiative, 
the Pentagon’s catchphrase for a series 
of military exercises with NATO allies 
meant to send a signal to Russia.

The deployment has also been viewed 
as a marketing tactic by the U.S. to 
show off the aircraft’s capabilities to its 
European allies.

ISLAMABAD (Dispatches) – A 
roadside bomb targeting a bus has 
killed at least 14 people in a Shia-
majority area in the northwestern 
Pakistani district of Kurram, local 
officials say.

The explosion occurred in central 
Kurram as the vehicle travelled to 
the town of Sadda, about 250km 
west of the capital Islamabad, early 
on Tuesday morning, Majidullah, a 
local administration official, told Al 
Jazeera.

“There were about 23 passengers 
in the van, and there was a bomb 
placed on the roadside near the 
village of Godar, he said.

“Security forces have now 
initiated a search operation in the 
area.”

Officials said that at least five 
women and four children were 
among the 14 killed, and at least 
10 people were wounded in the 
explosion.

Kurram lies along Pakistan’s 
northwestern border with 
Afghanistan, and has seen a series 
of attacks in recent days, often 
targeting the district’s sizeable Shia 
Muslim minority.

 Many of the injured were taken 
to hospital in the nearby town of 
Parachinar. The Pakistani military 
reportedly sent a helicopter to 
evacuate some of the wounded 
to the key northwestern city of 
Peshawar.

A spokesman for Jamaat-ur-Ahrar, 
a faction of the Pakistani Taliban, 
claimed responsibility for the 
deadly attack, saying the explosive 
device had been intended to target 
Shia Muslims.

Taliban militants have been active 
around Parachinar in the past and 
targeted Shia Muslims, who have 
been the subject of numerous 
attacks. In March, a bomb blast at a 
mosque killed more than 20 people 
in the Shia-majority town.

In January, a bomb planted in a 
busy vegetable market killed 21 
Shias in the same town.

Data from the South Asia 
Terrorism Portal shows more than 
2,600 Shia Muslims have been 
killed in militant attacks since 2002 
across Pakistan. Shia advocacy 
groups, however, say the figures 
could be much higher.

Shias make up about one third of 
Pakistan’s population of over 180 
million.

Critics blame the Pakistani 
government and some elements 
within intelligence services for 
unwillingness to protect Shia 
Muslims and moderate Sunnis 
across the violence-wracked 
country.

International organizations and 
rights groups have urged the 
Pakistani government to take 
decisive action against the forces 
involved in the targeted killings.

SEOUL (Dispatches) – A U.S. 
submarine has arrived in South 
Korea, amid worries of another 
North Korean missile or nuclear 
test.

The missile-armed USS Michigan 
is set to join an incoming group of 
warships led by aircraft carrier Carl 
Vinson.

North Korea celebrated its army’s 
85th founding anniversary on 
Tuesday. It marked the event with a 
large-scale firing drill, South Korea 
said. 

Tensions have risen in the area 
in recent weeks, with the U.S. and 
North Korea exchanging heated 
rhetoric.

Experts fear Pyongyang could be 
planning more tests - it has marked 
some key anniversaries in the 
past with nuclear tests or missile 
launches.

Washington has already sent the 
USS Carl Vinson aircraft carrier 
strike group to the western Pacific 
Ocean.

The Ohio class submarine will 
later join the aircraft carrier for 
exercises in the Sea of Japan.

The movement came after North 
Korea threatened to sink USS Carl 
Vinson.

“Our revolutionary forces are 
combat-ready to sink a U.S. 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
with a single strike,” the ruling 
Workers’ Party’s newspaper said in 
a commentary on Sunday.

The article said Pyongyang 
had weaponry that “can reach 
continental U.S. and Asia Pacific 
region.”

A statement from U.S. Naval 
Forces Korea described the 
submarine’s visit as “routine 

deployment.”
“U.S. Navy ships and submarines 

routinely make port calls in a 
variety of locations,” Lieutenant 
commander Matt Knight with U.S. 
Pacific Fleet told Fox News.

“As a matter of routine, we do 
not discuss future operations or the 
details regarding the operations of 
our submarines. USS Michigan is 
currently on a routine deployment 
to the Indo-Asia-Pacific.”

Meanwhile, the White House 
has invited the entire U.S. Senate 
on Wednesday for a briefing on 
the mounting tensions between 
Washington and Pyongyang.

The briefing will be delivered 
by several top officials including 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, 
Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis, 
Director of National Intelligence 
Dan Coats and General Joseph 
Dunford, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, White House 
spokesman Sean Spicer said on 
Monday.

President Donald Trump has 
said the United Nations Security 
Council must impose new sanctions 
on North Korea.

“The status quo in North Korea 
is also unacceptable and the 
council must be prepared to impose 
additional and stronger sanctions on 
North Korean nuclear and ballistic 
missile programs,” Trump said 
on Monday ahead of a lunch with 
ambassadors from countries on the 
Security Council.
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KIEV (AFP) – Ukraine on Tuesday cut off 
electricity to the insurgent-run area of its 
eastern Lugansk province over unpaid bills in 
a step likely to bind the rebel territory closer to 
Moscow.
The region’s Kremlin-backed leaders said the 

measure had little-to-no impact because they 
immediately resorted to power supplies from 
Russia.
Kiev accuses Lugansk authorities of running 

up an electricity debt of 2.6 billion hryvnias 
($97.6 million/90 million euros).
“This past night, we completely halted energy 

supplies to the temporarily uncontrolled 
portions of the Lugansk region,” Ukrenergo 
state power distribution company chief 
Vsevolod Kovalchuk wrote on Facebook.
Portions of Lugansk and its larger 

neighboring province of Donetsk were overrun 
in 2014 by what the West believes were Russian 
fighters and locally-allied gunmen.
Ukraine launched a campaign to win back 

the territories in a conflict that has claimed 
more than 10,000 lives and damaged Moscow’s 
relations with the West.
Lugansk’s self-proclaimed emergencies 

minister Sergei Ivanushkin said the power 
outage in the region’s biggest cities lasted for 
less than 40 minutes because “we switched to 
our own resources”. 
 --------------------------------------------------------
CAIRO (Press TV) – A court in Egypt has 

upheld death sentences for 20 people over their 
alleged roles in the Kerdasa massacre four 
years ago, which left over a dozen people dead.  
On August 14, 2013, a few hours after 

Egyptian security forces mounted a deadly 
crackdown on two sit-in camps of protesters 
in the capital Cairo, some 50 gunmen besieged 
the main police station of the town of Kerdasa, 
located near the northern city of Giza, for 
several hours, before some of them struck 
the complex with rocket-propelled grenades 
(RPG).  
The assailants then stormed the station and 

killed 11 people officers, including the chief 
of the police station, and three civilians. The 
next month, Egyptian security forces launched 
a full-scale operation on the city and arrested 
dozens of suspects after a gun battle. The 
number of detained suspects in the Kerdasa 
case later increased to nearly 200 people.
In late 2014, an Egyptian court issued death 

sentences to 188 suspects, which sparked an 
international outcry against the controversial 
verdicts. In 2015, the death penalties were 
reduced to 149 cases by another court, and 
in February 2016, the Court of Cassation 
accepted an appeal on the death verdicts and 
ordered a retrial for the defendants.
 --------------------------------------------------------  
MOSCOW (Dispatches) – Turkish President 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan is expected to discuss a 
contract for buying the advanced S-400 long-
range air missile system during an upcoming 
meeting with his Russian counterpart, Turkey’s 
defense minister says.
Defense Minister Fikri Isik said on Monday 

that President Erdogan would discuss the deal 
during a planned meeting with Putin on May 
3. 
“I suppose after Erdogan’s talks with Putin a 

joint decision will be made on further steps for 
purchasing Russia’s missile system,” Turkey’s 
state-run Anadolu Agency quoted the minister 
as saying. 
Isik had already told a press conference on 

Friday that Turkey had reached the “final 
stage” of talks with Russia to purchase the 
missile system.
Back in February, Isik announced that talks 

with Russian officials over the purchase had 
“progressed significantly,” but sealing the deal 
was not expected in the near future.
Russia’s S-400 system is designed for high-

efficiency defense against airstrikes utilizing 
various kinds of ballistic missile attacks. It is 
capable of striking dynamic targets in the air at 
a distance of around 400 kilometers moving at 
a speed of almost five kilometers per second at 
various altitudes.
 --------------------------------------------------------
WASHINGTON (The Hill) – Former 

President Barack Obama has agreed to speak 
at a Wall Street conference for $400,000, 
according to a new report.
Obama will appear at Cantor Fitzgerald LP’s 

healthcare conference in September, Fox 
Business Network first reported Monday.
Fox Business said it confirmed Obama’s 

appearance with senior people at Cantor, a 
financial services firm.
Obama will serve as the keynote speaker for 

one day at the company’s event, sources there 
told Fox Business.
The network’s sources said Obama has signed 

a contract for the speech with the mid-size 
investment bank in New York.
Cantor is waiting to coordinate with Obama 

before making a formal announcement, it 
continued.
Obama can reportedly back out of the 

arrangement if scheduling conflicts or other 
concerns arise, it added.
The former president’s reported speaking fee 

is nearly twice the price commanded by Hillary 
Clinton, the 2016 Democratic presidential 
nominee.
Obama reappeared on the public stage 

Monday, making his first public remarks since 
leaving the White House at the future site of his 
presidential library.
The former president did not mention 

President Trump or political commentary 
during his appearance at the University of 
Chicago.
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PARIS (Reuters) – France’s 
outgoing president, Francois 
Hollande, has urged people to back 
centrist Emmanuel Macron in a vote 
to choose his successor next month 
and reject far-right leader Marine 
Le Pen, whose place in the run-off 
represented a “risk” for France.

Macron and Le Pen, leader of the 
National Front (FN), go head-to-
head on May 7 after taking the top 
two places in Sunday’s first round.

Opinion polls indicate that the 
business-friendly Macron, who 
has never held elected office, will 
take at least 61 percent of the vote 
against Le Pen after two defeated 
rivals pledged to back him to thwart 
her eurosceptic, anti-immigrant 
platform.

Hollande, a Socialist nearing the 
end of five years of unpopular rule, 
threw his weight behind his former 
economy minister in a televised 
address, saying Le Pen’s policies 
were divisive and stigmatized 
sections of the population.

“The presence of the far-right in 
the second round is a risk for the 

country,” he said. “What is at stake 
is France’s make-up, its unity, its 
membership of Europe and its place 
in the world.”

Global markets reacted with relief 
to Sunday’s vote, which broke the 
dominance of established parties of 
the center-left and center-right but 
still left the most market-friendly 
and internationally-minded of 
the remaining contenders in pole 
position to become France’s next 
leader.

The euro touched five-month peaks 
while Europe’s STOXX 600 index 
rose 2 percent.

Surveys pointing to a clear Macron 
victory soothed investors who have 
been unnerved by Le Pen’s pledges 
to ditch the euro, print money and 
possibly quit the EU. Many had 
feared another anti-establishment 
shock to follow Britain’s “Brexit” 
vote and Donald Trump’s election as 
US President.

Opening the battle for second-
round votes, Le Pen highlighted 
the continuing threat of extremist 
militancy, which has claimed more 

than 230 lives in France since 2015, 
saying the 39-year-old Macron was 
“to say the least, weak” on the issue.

Le Pen has promised to suspend 
the EU’s open-border agreement 
on France’s frontiers and expel 
foreigners who are on the watch lists 
of intelligence services.

Macron’s internal security program 
calls for 10,000 more police officers, 
and 15,000 new prison places, and 
he has recruited a number of security 
experts to his entourage.

However, opinion polls over 
the course of the campaign have 
consistently found voters to be more 
concerned about the economy and 
the trustworthiness of politicians.

Others in Le Pen’s campaign took 
aim on Monday at what they see 
as further weak spots: Macron’s 
previous job as an investment 
banker and his role as a deregulating 
economy minister under Hollande.

Analysts say Le Pen’s best chance 
of overhauling Macron’s lead in the 
polls is to paint him as a part of an 
elite aloof from ordinary French 
people and their problems. 

Hollande Urges French to Back Macron in 
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The USS Michigan is seen in a file photo.

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) – U.S. 
Democratic Senator Elizabeth Warren 
gave President Trump an “F” on Monday 
for his first 100 days in office, saying he 
failed to deliver on his promise to help 
working-class people. 

Speaking on CNN ahead of Trump’s 
100-day mark later this week, Warren 
slammed the president for failing to 
deliver, saying instead “he’s delivered 
a gut punch to America’s working 
people.”

Warren said though Trump promised to 
make working-class Americans his top 
priority, he’s failed them by assembling 

a White House team of billionaires and 
bankers. 

“First, he assembles a team of 
billionaires and bankers and hands the 
keys over to them. Says to Goldman 
Sachs, you figure out how to deregulate 
the economy. I mean, what could 
possibly go wrong?” Warren asked.

She said the president’s executive 
orders open the door for companies 
to unfairly take advantage of their 
employees.

“It’s not just the fact they are executive 
orders, it’s what they actually do. He 
signed off on one that makes it easier 

for government contractors to cheat their 
employees out of their wages,” she said. 
“He signs off on another one that makes 
it easier for employers who kill or maim 
their employees to hide that. He makes 
it easier for investment advisers to cheat 
retirees.”

Warren accused Trump of trying to 
replace former Democratic President 
Barack Obama’s healthcare law with 
Trumpcare, which healthcare experts 
from across the political spectrum say 
is unworkable and has fatal flaws that 
could lead to about 24 million Americans 
losing healthcare insurance. 

“When he embraces this healthcare 
plan and says he’s going go all in and it 
had three main features. Part one, knock 
24 million people off their healthcare. 
Number two, raise costs for a lot of 
middle class families. And why? For 
number three, so that you could provide 
tax cuts for a handful of millionaires and 
billionaires,” she continued.

Experts agree that the American Health 
Care Act, also known as Trumpcare, 
fails to reach the objectives laid forth 
by Trump, which includes affordable 
coverage for everyone; lower deductibles 
and healthcare costs and better care.
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Pakistani security officials and local residents gather at the site of a bomb 
explosion at a vegetable market in Shia-majority Parachinar, the capital 

of Kurram tribal district, on the Afghan border on January 21, 2017. 
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