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OSLO (Dispatches) - Women 
who work as cleaners or regularly 
use cleaning sprays or other 
cleaning products at home appear 
to experience a greater decline in 
lung function over time than women 
who do not clean, according to new 
research.

In “Cleaning at Home and at 
Work in Relation to Lung Function 
Decline and Airway Obstruction,” 
researchers at the University of 
Bergen in Norway analyzed data 
from 6,235 participants in the 
European Community Respiratory 
Health Survey. The participants, 
whose average age was 34 when 
they enrolled, were followed for 
more than 20 years.

“While the short-term effects 
of cleaning chemicals on asthma 
are becoming increasingly well 
documented, we lack knowledge 
of the long-term impact,” said 
senior study author Cecile 
Svanes, MD, PhD, a professor 
at the university’s Centre for 
International Health. “We feared 
that such chemicals, by steadily 
causing a little damage to the 
airways day after day, year after 
year, might accelerate the rate of 
lung function decline that occurs 
with age.”

The study found that compared 
to women not engaged in cleaning:

• Forced expiratory 
volume in one second (FEV1), 
or the amount of air a person can 
forcibly exhale in one second, 
declined 3.6 milliliters (ml)/year 
faster in women who cleaned at 

home and 3.9 ml/year faster in 
women who worked as cleaners.

• Forced vital capacity 
(FVC), or the total amount of 
air a person can forcibly exhale, 

declined 4.3 ml/year faster in 
women who cleaned at home and 
7.1 ml/year faster in women who 
worked as cleaners.

The researchers found that the 

accelerated lung function decline 
in the women working as cleaners 
was “comparable to smoking 
somewhat less than 20 pack- 
years.”

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- A newly built mosque in 
the heart of Iran’s capital has drawn criticism from 
many mosque-goers, who see it as an aberration from 
traditional Islamic architecture. 

The architects behind the Vali-e-Asr mosque dispensed 
with the traditional rounded domes and towering 

minarets, opting instead for a design of undulating 
waves of grey stone and concrete, which they claim 
complement the surrounding architecture, evoking the 
austerity of early Islam.

An editorial posted on the Mashregh news website 
compared the curvature of the mosque to that of a Jewish 

yarmulke, criticizing authorities for approving it.
The “completely neutral” design betrays an “atheistic 

approach”, the editorial said.
The 25,000-square-meter structure rises smoothly from 

a major intersection, in a popular shopping area near 
Tehran University that also hosts cultural and artistic 
events.

Adjacent to the City Theatre of Tehran — an iconic 
building dating back to before the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution — the mosque includes its own library, 
reading halls, classrooms and amphitheatre.

Reza Daneshmir, one of the architects, said he struggled 
for months before finally convincing authorities that a 
traditional mosque would look out of place at the site.

He even argued his case before a parliamentary 
committee.

“(City officials) objected and said it did not look like 
a mosque, did not resemble the conventional form of a 
mosque, and that it couldn’t be done,” Daneshmir said.

“I finally succeeded in persuading them … we wanted 
it to be an avant-garde project, not a conservative and 
backward one,” he said.

Daneshmir and his co-designer, Catherine Spiridonoff, 
claim that the dome structure, which had been used in 
pagan and Christian architecture for centuries before the 
arrival of Islam, was only adopted later, as were minarets.

Despite many questions and protests about the 
structure, it was completed, after 10 years and at a cost 
of around $20 million.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Iranian 
short film ‘Retouch’ directed by 
Kaveh Mazaheri will compete 
in Fribourg International Film 
Festival (FIFF) in March.

Co-produced by Mazaheri and 
the Iranian Young Cinema Society, 
‘Retouch’ is the story of a young 
woman whose husband dies 
before her eyes while she cannot 
do anything but to witness the 
unfolding of this tragic event.

The 32nd edition of Fribourg 
International Film Festival (FIFF) 

will be held on March 16-24, 
2018 in Fribourg, Switzerland.  
According to its website, the 
festival aims to promote quality 
films and thus contribute to 
ensuring cinematographic and 
cultural diversity in Switzerland as 
well as throughout Europe. In this 
spirit, it selects works essentially 
from Asia, Latin America, Africa 
and Eastern Europe. In this respect, 
FIFF is the Swiss reference event 
and enjoys wide popularity on the 
international scene.

‘Retouch’ to Compete at Freiburg Int’l 
Film Festival

In an exhibition titled Guardians, volumetric art works by Samira Darya and Meysam Nejad Rasouli are in view 
at Vista Gallery until March 5. Volumetric fine art is quality of two-dimensional images characterized by a sense 
of three dimensions, solidity, volume, as contrasted with atmospheric, which is characterized more by a sense of 

space, or airiness, than with volume.
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Cleaning at Home as Bad for Lungs as Smoking

Structure Purported as 
Mosque Raises Questions 

 This Day in History
(February 26)

Today is Monday; 7th of the Iranian month of Esfand 1396 solar hijri; corresponding 
to 9th of the Islamic month of Jamadi as-Sani 1439 lunar hijri; and February 26, 2018, 
of the Christian Gregorian Calendar.

2765 solar years ago, on this day at noon in 747 BC, the “Anno Nobonassari” 
began in the reign of King Nabu-Nasir of Babylon, which the ancient Greco-Egyptian 
astronomer, Claudius Ptolemy, calls in his work “Almagest”, as beginning of the world’s 
first recorded calendar based on astronomical calculations. The Babylonian Chronicle 
covering the years 747 to 668 BC, the best preserved exemplar of this genre, was 
possibly collated from Babylonian astronomical diaries. The lists of celestial phenomena 
started with the lunar eclipse of 747–746 BC, a spectacular conjunction of the moon 
and the planets that may have inspired the commencement of recording of accurate 
astronomical observations. Although it is claimed that it was from the reign of Nabu-
Nasir onward that the movements and duration of the stars were recorded, according 
to Islamic texts, it was Prophet Idris (Enoch), who centuries before the Great Deluge of 
the days of Prophet Noah, taught astronomy and devised the calendar. This is more or 
less confirmed by the 3rd century BC Hellenized Babylonian priest, Berossus, who in 
his work Babyloniaca, writes: “Nabu-Nasir gathered the records of his predecessors and 
destroyed them, thus ensuring that the history of the Chaldean kings began with him.”  
In view of these facts, it could be said that Nabu-Nasir’s reign marks the reform of the 
Babylonian calendar, introducing regular calculated intercalary months, the eighteen-
year cycle texts and perhaps even the zodiac. Over two centuries later with the conquest 
of Babylon by Cyrus the Great of Persia, the astronomically advanced calendar of the 
Mesopotamian civilizations was adopted and fully Persianized by the Iranians.

864 solar years ago, on this day in 1154 AD, King Roger II of Sicily died at the age 
of 59 in his capital Palermo. Sicily, which for over three centuries was a Muslim island 
and part of the empire of the Fatemid Shi’ite Muslim Dynasty, was seized by his father, 
Roger I – a Norman adventurer from Normandy in northern France. Influenced by the 
rich culture and civilization of Islam, Roger II drew around him distinguished Muslim 
scientists, architects, statesmen, and even soldiers. The famous Islamic geographer 
Seyyed Mohammad al-Hassani al-Idrisi and the Spanish Muslim polymath Abu Salt 
al-Andalusi – who had formerly served the Fatemids in Egypt – were among the 
dignitaries at the Norman court in Palermo. Idrisi – a descendent of Imam Hasan (AS), 
the elder grandson and 2nd Infallible Heir of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA) – wrote 
for Roger the book “Nuzhat al-Mushtaaq fi-Ikhteraaq al-Afaaq”. Known in Latin as 
“Tabula Rogeriana”, it is a description of the world and the first world map ever drawn 
in Europe that later enabled navigators like Christopher Columbus, Amerigo Vespucci, 
Ferdinand Magellan and others to rediscover the Americas. It took Idrisi fifteen years 
to write this monumental work which contains commentaries and illustrations as well 
as the first perfect map of the Eurasian continent including its link to North Africa. 
Roger II also hired many Muslims who were trained in long-established traditions of 
centralized government. These included Abdur-Rahman an-Nasrani, a Greek convert 
whose name was Latinized as Christodulus and who served as the Emir of Palermo with 
the title “ammiratus-ammiratorum” (a corruption of “Amir al-Omara”), and later “Amir 
al-Bahr” (navy commander), which gave rise to the English word Admiral.

740 lunar years ago, on this day in 699 AH, the Spanish Muslim historian and hadith 
scholar, Shehab od-Din Ahmad Ibn Faraḥ al-Is̲h̲billi, passed away in Egypt. Born in 
Seville, as his surname “al-Ishbili” indicates, he was taken prisoner by the Christians 
under Ferdinand III of Castile when he attacked and occupied Seville the capital of 
the al-Muwahedoun dynasty. He, however, escaped to Egypt, and continued to groom 
students and write books

502 lunar years ago, on this day in 937 AH, corresponding to 1531 AD, the Ottoman 
fleet defeated the Portuguese fleet composed of 190 warships and 210 ships carrying 
26,000 soldiers in a naval battle near Diu Island, 250 km north of Bombay. 

216 solar years ago, on this day in 1802 AD, the acclaimed French poet and author, 
Victor Hugo, was born. His important works include “The Hunchback of Notre Dame” 
and “Les Miserables”. He died in 1885.

203 solar years ago, on this day in 1815 AD, Napoleon Bonaparte, along with 
1,200 of his men, escaped from his 10-month confinement on the Island of Elba in the 
Mediterranean Sea, to start the 100-day re-conquest of France, before his final defeat 
in the Battle of Waterloo on June 15 and the exile to St. Helena Island in the southern 
Atlantic Ocean, where he died in May 1821 – presumably by poison administered by 
the British.

158 solar years ago, on this day in 1860 AD, white-skinned European encroachers 
massacred a band of Wiyot Amerindians at the village of Tuluwat on Indian Island near 
Eureka, California. At least 60 women, children and elders were killed in cold blood. 
The US has a bleak and bloody record of genocide and ethnic cleansing of the native 
people.

115 solar years ago, on this day in 1903 AD, Richard Jordan Gatling, US inventor 
of the “Gatling Gun”, the forerunner of the machine gun, died at age of 84. In 1861 he 
invented his gun, a crank-operated, rapid-fire multi-barrel design combining reliability, 
high firing rate and ease of loading into a single device. The outbreak of the American 
Civil War in 1861 spurred him to design firearms.

97 solar years ago, on this day in 1921 AD, the Soviet Union entered into an agreement 
with Iran four years after triumph of the Bolshevik Revolution by declaring all treaties 
imposed on Iran by Czarist Russia as null and void. The Soviet Union was under threats 
from all directions and the main purpose of the treaty was to ensure prevention of any 
anti-communist activities from Iranian soil. However, despite canceling all Czarist 
imposed treaties, the Soviet Union did not return to Iran the lands which the Czars had 
seized in the Caucasus, including what is known today as the Republic of Azerbaijan, the 
Autonomous Republic of Nakhichevan, Daghestan, and parts of Central Asia such as the 
region of Marv in what is now the Republic of Turkmenistan.

83 solar years ago, on this day in 1935 AD, the feasibility of ‘RADAR’, which is 
the abbreviation of “Radio Detection And Ranging” was demonstrated for the first 
time at Daventry, England, by Scottish physicist Robert Watson-Watt. While working 
on methods of using radio-wave detection to locate thunderstorms in order to provide 
warnings to airmen, he realized that it could be used to track enemy aircraft for air 
defence. The test showed that a British bomber flying in the main beam of a BBC short-
wave radio transmitter gave back reflected signals to the ground on three occasions that 
the aircraft passed overhead. By 1939, the outbreak of WW II, the military installed a 
chain of radar stations along the east and south coasts of England to prevent a German 
invasion.

62 solar years ago, on this day in 1956 AD, the great Iranian lexicographer, Ali Akbar 
Dehkhoda died at the age of 76. He was an authority on Iran’s culture and Persian 
language, and wrote the 4-volume work “Imsaal wa Hakam” which contains over 4,000 
proverbs and their meanings. His magnum opus is “Lughat-Namah”, a voluminous 
lexicon of the Persian language.

26 solar years ago, on this day in 1992 AD, Armenian militiamen and the 366th rifle 
regiment of the Russian army massacred in cold blood at least 613 Muslim men, women, 
and children in the town of Khojaly in the Qarabagh autonomous region of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan on its seizure by Armenia. As confirmed by Human Rights Watch and other 
international observers, the “Khojaly Genocide” and its aftermath shocked the civilized 
world, and later many dead bodies of Azeris trying to flee the massacre were found in the 
surrounding mountains and forests as a result of freezing temperatures. In addition, the 
Armenians imprisoned the survivors of the tragedy. The Caucasus region, including the 
republics of Armenia and Azerbaijan, were an integral part of Iran’s successive empires 
for over two millenniums until the occupation by Russia in the 19th century.

4 solar years ago, on this day in 2014 AD, 23-year Ja’far Mohammad Ja’far of 
Bahrain attained martyrdom in a hospital a week after he was admitted there following 
torture at the hands of agents of the repressive Aal-e Khalifa minority regime, who had 
kidnapped him on trumped up charges, including smuggling of weapons, when the fact 
of the matter is that the mass popular uprising of the people of Bahrain for restoration 
of their birthrights, has been peaceful and unarmed from its very outset in early 2011 
despite the brutalities of the US-Israeli backed regime. 

The location of the Vali-e-Asr mosque at the foot of the Tehran City Theatre has raised 
question marks.
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