
6 March 14, 2018

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Esteghlal of 
Iran failed to get three points against the 
UAE’s Al Ain in Group D of the AFC 
Champions League Matchday Four.

With the draw Esteghlal football team 
remains top of the standing with six 
points, two points clear of Al Ain.

Three minutes before the half time 
whistle, Mame Thiam’s third goal of 
the competition restored parity from the 
spot after Farshid Esmaeili was brought 
down inside the box.

Al Ain continued to dominate and 
push for an equalizer in the second 

half, and it was finally rewarded in the 
78th minute when Japanese defender 
Tsukasa Shiotani unleashed a powerful 
shot that left the Iranian goalkeeper 
helpless.

Al Rayyan of Qatar also defeated Al 
Hilal of Saudi Arabia 2-1 in Doha and 
sits second with six points. Al Hilal 
remains bottom of the table with two 
points.

Esteghlal will host Al Rayyan on 
Matchday Five, while Al Ain welcome 
Al Hilal to Hazza bin Zayed Stadium 
next month.

Federer Cruises Past 
Krajinovic at Indian Wells

CALIFORNIA (Dispatches) – World 
number one Roger Federer needed less 
than an hour to dispatch Filip Krajinovic 
at the BNP Paribas Open in California, 
mixing overpowering serves and 
pinpoint groundstrokes to advance to the 
fourth round of the tournament.

Playing for a third consecutive day 
due to weather delays in Indian Wells, 
the 36-year-old Swiss showed no sign 
of wear en route to a 6-2 6-1 thrashing 

of the Serbian in the pair’s first ever 
meeting.

Federer, who had looked slightly off 
his game in his rain-disrupted third round 
match against Federico Delbonis, was 
his dominant self, winning 89 percent of 
his first service points while cracking six 
aces to just one double fault.

Krajinovic had no answer for Federer’s 
serve or relentless return game and 
ended up winning just 31 of the match’s 

93 points.
With rivals Rafa Nadal, Stan 

Wawrinka and Andy Murray electing 
not to enter the tournament, and Novak 
Djokovic and Kei Nishikori both out of 
the running, the path appears clear for 
the Swiss to win a record sixth Indian 
Wells title.

Despite the promising outlook, Federer 
insisted he was taking it one match at a 
time.

“You can’t really look ahead to semi-
finals, finals and speculate about who 
you could play,” he told reporters.

“I think that would be a mistake. I am 
on a good run right now and I want to 
maintain that. I have to stay sharp.”

Next up for Federer is a meeting 
on Wednesday with France’s Jeremy 
Chardy, who upset his countryman 
Adrian Mannarino earlier on Monday. 

Meanwhile, Venus Williams cut her 
sister Serena’s comeback to tennis short 
with a 6-3 6-4 win in the third round of 
the games.

Returning after more than a year away 
from the game to have a baby, Serena 
put up a good fight, saving match point 
while trailing 5-2 in the second set, but 
her rustiness told in the end.

Venus told reporters that she never 
counted the 23-times grand slam 
champion out of the match.

“I always know that it’s never over 

until it’s over,” she said.“She kept 
roaring back, I’m just lucky that I’ve 
played more matches than her right 
now.” Venus, who has climbed to No. 
8 in the world after enjoying a strong 
2017, had six aces and broke Serena’s 
service four times, prevailing in a long 
final game when her younger sister’s 
groundstroke fell long.

In earlier matches, Australian Open 
champion Caroline Wozniacki kept alive 
her hopes of regaining the world number 
one ranking with a scrappy 6-4 2-6 
6-3 third round win over Aliaksandra 
Sasnovich. 

In another game, Australian Open 
champion Caroline Wozniacki kept alive 
hopes of regaining the world number one 
ranking with a scrappy 6-4 2-6 6-3 third 
round win over Aliaksandra Sasnovich.

The world number two survived a stern 
test from the 23-year-old Belarussian in 
a sloppy contest that included 14 breaks 
of serve on a warm, sunny day.

Sasnovich surrendered the two hour 
16 minute tussle with her 56th unforced 
error of the match.

Wozniacki seemed irritated by the 
tension of the strings on her racket 
and discarded it midway through the 
second game of the match. That failed 
to improve her focus as she continued 
to tug the strings between points 
throughout the contest.

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) – 
Damian Lillard and Jusuf Nurkic led 
the way as the Portland Trail Blazers 
disposed of the Miami Heat 115-99 
Monday night at Moda Center.

Lillard collected 32 points and 10 
assists while Nurkic contributed 27 
points and 16 rebounds as the Trail 
Blazers ran their winning streak to 10 
games. Portland has won 16 of its last 
17 games at home.

Goran Dragic scored 23 points and 
Justise Winslow had 15 points and 13 
boards for the Heat, who had won in 
four of their previous five and six of 
their previous eight outings.

Miami was without starting center 
Hassan Whiteside (hip) and sixth man 
Dwyane Wade (hamstring).

Five Blazers scored in double 
figures, including CJ McCollum with 
17 points, Evan Turner with 13 and 
Zach Collins with 10.

Nurkic scored 14 points and grabbed 
eight rebounds as the Blazers took a 
59-47 lead into the half. Dragic had 17 
points for the Heat.

Portland extended the margin to 86-
67 late in the third quarter. The Blazers 
took an 88-72 advantage into the 
fourth quarter.

The Heat drew to within 93-87 after 
seven straight points by Winslow early 
in the final period. Tyler Johnson’s 3 
made it 93-90 with 6:24 remaining.

The Blazers followed with five 
straight points for a 98-90 lead with 
5:26 to go. Lillard drilled another 

3-pointer, and Portland was on top 

104-95 with 3:31 left. Turner followed 
with another three for a 107-95 
advantage with 2:54 to play. The Heat 
got no closer the rest of the way.

Lillard’s four-point play gave 
Portland a 16-11 lead midway through 
the first quarter. Miami tied it at 23-23, 
but the Blazers ended the quarter on an 
11-2 binge for a 34-25 advantage.

It was 37-25 before the Heat rallied 
to draw within 39-33. Collins sank 
back-to-back 3-point shots to hike the 
edge to 45-33. The Blazers carried a 
12-point lead into intermission.

In another game, Khris Middleton’s 
24 points led seven players in 
double figures Monday night as 
the Milwaukee Bucks handed the 

Memphis Grizzlies their 18th straight 
loss, a 121-103 decision at FedEx 
Forum in Memphis.

Giannis Antetokounmpo added 20 
points, six rebounds and four assists 
despite playing just 27 minutes because 
of foul trouble. Brandon Jennings 
came off the bench to score 16 points, 
Eric Bledsoe chipped in 14 and Tony 
Snell managed 12 points. John Henson 
netted 11 and rookie Sterling Brown 
hit for 10 points.

Marc Gasol tallied 17 points to lead 
six Memphis players in extra digits. 
Jarell Martin, reserve Ben McLemore 
and Dillon Brooks added 16 each. 
JaMychal Green scored 11 points and 
backup Deyonta Davis tallied 10.

The result boosted Milwaukee to 
36-31, tying it with Miami for seventh 
place in the Eastern Conference. 
Thanks to their losing streak, the 
Grizzlies now own the NBA’s worst 
record at 18-49.

Memphis established an eight-point 
lead just 4:20 into the game when 
Martin sank a jumper, but the Bucks 
turned it around. They outscored 
the Grizzlies 23-9 for the quarter’s 
remainder and took a 32-24 advantage 
to the second quarter when Sterling 
Brown converted a driving layup with 
4.5 seconds on the clock.

Memphis cut the deficit to four 
early in the second, but Milwaukee 
gradually expanded the margin after 
that, making it 64-50 at halftime when 
Henson was credited with a basket on 
goaltending as time expired.

Brooks’ layup with just over three 
minutes remaining in the third quarter 
sliced the margin to 80-71, but the 
Bucks used a 10-2 spurt to end the 
period, taking a 90-73 advantage to 
the fourth quarter as Jennings sank a 
jumper with 4.6 seconds left.

The Grizzlies made a big push to 
start the fourth quarter, crawling 
within 97-91 when Davis tipped home 
his own miss with 6:30 remaining. But 
Bledsoe converted consecutive driving 
layups to restore a double-figure lead 
39 seconds later and Milwaukee never 
had to fret.

The Bucks sank 58 percent of their 
field goal attempts and dominated the 
boards 47-31.

Blazers Handle Heat for 10th Straight Win

Portland Trail Blazers guard CJ McCollum (3) dribbles the ball on a fast 
break during the second half against the Miami Heat at the Moda Center.

Iran’s Esteghlal 
1–1 Al Ain in AFC 

Champions League

Esteghlal of Iran failed to get three points against the UAE’s Al Ain in 
Group D of the AFC Champions League Matchday Four on Monday.

Roger Federer (SUI) during his third round match against Filip 
Krajinovic (not pictured) in the BNP Paribas Open at the Indian Wells 

Tennis Garden.    

ATHENS (AP) – Some say the 
legendary exploits of Alexander the 
Great are needed to cure Greek soccer 
of its violence and disorder. Others are 
hoping for a Herculean effort to fix the 
problem. Short of that, however, Greek 
soccer remains mired in chaos.

The latest trouble occurred over the 
weekend, when the owner of PAOK 
Thessaloniki ran onto the field with a 
holstered gun on his belt to confront the 
referee and complain about a disallowed 
goal.

Ivan Savvidis, the Russian-Greek 
businessman who owns PAOK, didn’t 
use the gun on Sunday, but his actions 
led to yet another league suspension and 
prompted Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras 
to evoke a famous legend about the 
conquests of Alexander the Great.

“At some point, we have to decide to 
cut the Gordian Knot, take collective 
action, and ignore the political 
consequences,” Tsipras said, referring 
to a simple solution for an intractable 
problem.

In the meantime, the government 
decided to indefinitely stop league 
matches following Sunday’s turmoil. 
In the potential title decider between 
PAOK and AEK Athens, a late goal 
was disallowed, leading to the uproar 
involving Savvidis and his foray onto 
the field in anger.

Savvidis apologized Tuesday for 
his “emotional” reaction, while a 
Thessaloniki prosecutor ordered a 
judicial investigation into the incident. 
The probe will also examine why police 
allegedly ignored instructions from a 
prosecutor on duty at the match to arrest 
Savvidis on the spot.

The suspension of the league is the 
latest attempt by a government to rein 
in Greek soccer’s powerful bosses, 
who have far-reaching interests in 
infrastructure, shipping, gambling, and 
the news media, and who operate against 
a backdrop of habitual fan violence and 
allegations of corruption riddled through 
the sport.

This week’s suspension was ordered 
10 days after a court convicted 58 club 

officials, managers, players and others 
for up to 10 years in prison for a match-
fixing scandal — including former 
officials from the league and the Greek 
soccer association.

Most of the sentences were suspended.
Tsipras’ 3-year-old left-wing 

government has twice before weighed 
in with violence-related suspensions, 
briefly stopping the league and cup 
competitions. And each high-profile 
outbreak of violence has rekindled plans 
for tougher surveillance, smart ticketing, 
and imposing tougher limits on traveling 
fans, as well as seeking assistance from 
abroad to monitor referees and match 
organization.

But fans and club bosses have 
continued to make the action look 
weak. Last month, supporters from 
a pair of rival Athens clubs chose a 
volleyball match for their most recent 
confrontation. Clashes spilled onto a 
street in a central neighborhood, and 
youths hurled gasoline bombs and flares.

Tension this season has been fuelled 
by the soccer league’s unpredictable 
outcome following a weak start 
by Olympiakos, which has lost the 
championship only twice in the past 
21 years. The challenge is being led 
by AEK Athens, which has returned 
to the top league from bankruptcy, and 
northern club PAOK, which hasn’t won 
since 1985 but whose fans are famously 
loyal and hot-headed.

Dimitrios Malisiovas, a veteran sports 
commentator for public radio, said there 
is a general feeling of disappointment 
and sadness that the effort to clean 
up Greek soccer doesn’t appear to be 
working.

“Since professional soccer started in 
1979, the problem has always been there. 
Violence and corruption,” Malisiovas 
said. “It’s a bit like the Greek national 
debt: Too hard to pay down. Or like 
Hercules in ancient mythology trying 
to cut the head off the monster, only 
to see another appear. But that’s what 
we need to fix this problem, another 
Hercules. Someone who is fearless and 
determined.”

LONDON (Reuters) – UK Anti-
Doping (UKAD) has told British athletes 
not to refuse drugs tests if they are given 
collection kits that have recently been 
discontinued by the World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA).

WADA said last week that it would 
seek alternative sources of sample 
collection kits after Swiss manufacturer 
Berlinger Special AG announced it was 
pulling out of the business.

The world anti-doping body said in 

January it was looking into a potential 
integrity issue with Berlinger’s sample 
collection bottles after the accredited 
laboratory in Cologne discovered they 
might potentially be susceptible to 
manual opening “upon freezing”.

The bottles are used to collect and store 
urine and/or blood samples when an 
athlete undergoes a doping control test.

“UKAD remains confident in the 
robust integrity of our sample collection 
process,” UKAD director of operations 

Pat Myhill said in a statement on its 
website (www.ukad.org.uk).

“In keeping with our previous 
statements, our advice to athletes is, 
if there are any concerns regarding the 
testing bottles available, please take the 
test and note any concerns on the doping 
control form.”

Myhill said UKAD was still using 
an older version of sample collection 
bottles but added that there have been no 
reported issues with bottle integrity.

“UKAD will minimize the very low 
risk, highlighted by the recent statement 
from WADA regarding new versions of 
sample bottles breaking on freezing, by 
working closely with the laboratory to 
determine suitable controls to maintain 
the highest standards of assurance,” he 
said.

“In addition, UKAD is exploring 
alternative options for sample collection 
bottles, and has recently coordinated a 
meeting with an alternative supplier.”

UKAD Tells Athletes Not to Refuse Tests Over 
Discontinued Kits

Despite League Suspension
Greece Struggling to 
Tame Soccer Bosses


