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MOSCOW (Dispatches) -- A senior 
Russian military official says NATO 
has a new priority of creating a 
“military Schengen” to enable the 
rapid deployment of military forces 
and hardware near Russian borders.

“The new priority of the military-political 
leadership of NATO is the improvement 
of the logistics and transport infrastructure 
within Europe, and the creation of the so-
called ‘military Schengen’ area,” Russia’s 
Deputy Defense Minister Colonel General 
Alexander Fomin said in an interview 
with the daily Krasnaya Zvezda.

“The essence of the ‘military Schengen’ 
is to move troops to Russian borders 
within the shortest period of time 
possible,” Fomin said, adding that that 
was the conclusion of the Russian military 
leadership.

He said stocks of weapons, ammunition, 
and food were being prepared for the 
rapid deployment of an additional NATO 
contingent of troops to various parts of 
Europe.

Currently, the U.S.-led military alliance 
has coordination centers in Estonia, 
Poland, Hungary, Romania, Lithuania, 
Latvia, Bulgaria, and Slovakia.

The American commander-in-chief of 
NATO forces in Europe claimed last week 
that Moscow was engaged in an attempt to 
“change the world order.”

“Russia is working hard to change 
the world order, divide NATO, and 
undermine U.S. leadership in order to 
defend its regime. Russia aspired to 
maintain dominance over its neighbors, 
and to achieve greater control around 
the world,” said U.S. Army General 
Curtis Scaparrotti while testifying at a 
hearing before Senate’s Armed Services 
Committee on March 8.

He accused Russia of having “the 
willingness and capability” to interfere in 
countries that neighbor it.

Relations between the West and Russia 
nosedived to their lowest since the days of 
the Cold War after armed conflict began 
in Ukraine in 2014. Western countries 
have been brandishing the so-called 
“Russia threat” ever since to justify the 
deployment of forces on NATO’s so-
called eastern flank near Russia’s western 
borders.

Russia has viewed such military 
activity with concern, saying that Western 
countries seek to encircle it.

SAN DIEGO (Dispatches) -- 
Rallies against Donald Trump’s 
“big beautiful border wall” with 
Mexico were expected to mark his 
first visit to California as president 
amid growing tensions between his 
administration and the state over 
immigration enforcement.

Trump was to visit eight towering 
prototypes of his planned wall 
Tuesday before addressing Marines in 
San Diego and attending a fund-raiser 
in Los Angeles.

Protests were also being planned 
across the border in Tijuana, Mexico, 
when Trump was to examine the 
30-foot-tall prototypes built along 
the international border to fulfill his 
signature campaign promise. Trump 

has insisted Mexico pay for the wall 
but Mexico has adamantly refused to 
consider the idea.

San Diego is the largest city on 
the U.S.-Mexico border to formally 
oppose his plans, passing a resolution 
in 2017.

Immigrant activists, church leaders 
and elected officials held a news 
conference at the city’s historic 
Chicano Park to call for demonstrations 
to show border communities do not 
support a wall. Standing in front of 
murals of Mexican revolutionaries 
and other Latin American icons, they 
chanted “We reject your hate! We 
don’t need your racist wall!”

“It’s really important that as a 
region, as a city that has firsthand 

understanding of what the border 
wall means for our communities that 
we stand against (this) and we send 
a strong message to DC to say this is 
something that we don’t welcome,” 
City Councilwoman Georgette Gomez 
said.

Gomez sponsored the resolution 
opposing the wall, calling it detrimental 
to the city’s environment and tourism. 
It also expressed the city’s intent to 
divest from the companies involved in 
the construction, financing and design 
of the wall.

The president will not be swayed 
by California Republican lawmakers 
concerned the wall is a waste of 
money, White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders told reporters 
Monday.

California Gov. Jerry Brown on 
Monday invited Trump to also visit 
the state’s high-speed rail construction 
projects. “You see, in California we 
are focusing on bridges, not walls,” 
Brown, a Democrat, said in a letter 
sent to Trump.

Trump’s visit comes just days after 
his Justice Department sued to block 
California laws designed to protect 
people living in the U.S. illegally 
and U.S. Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions followed up with a speech 
in Sacramento that was immediately 
denounced by Brown, who said the 
Trump administration was “full of 
liars.”

Trump Faces Massive Rallies on 
First Visit to California

NATO Creating ‘Military 
Schengen’ Near Russia

ABUJA (Dispatches) -- Nigeria’s 
presidency said it plans to negotiate 
for the release of 110 girls abducted 
from a school in the northeastern 
town of Dapchi last month, rather 
than use a military operation to 
free them by force.

The kidnapping is one of the largest 
since the Takfiri group Boko Haram 
abducted more than 270 schoolgirls 
from the northeastern town of Chibok 

in 2014. Some of the Chibok girls 

have been freed after what security 
sources say were ransom payments; 
around 100 are still being held.

Nigeria is grappling with an 
insurgency by Boko Haram that has 
killed at least 20,000 people since 
2009. Members of the group are 
suspected of the latest kidnapping, on 
Feb. 19, in the state of Yobe.

President Muhammadu Buhari, a 
75-year-old former military ruler, 
discussed the use of negotiations 

during a meeting with U.S. Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson in the capital, 
Abuja, the presidency said.

“Nigeria prefers to have schoolgirls 
abducted by Boko Haram from 
Chibok and Dapchi back alive, and 
that is why it has chosen negotiation, 
rather than a military option,” 
Buhari’s office said in an emailed 
statement issued by the president’s 
spokesman.

“President Buhari added that 
Nigeria was working in concert 
with international organizations and 
negotiators, to ensure that the girls 
were released unharmed by their 
captors,” the presidency statement 
said.

The issue of security has become 
politically charged in Nigeria less 
than a year before a presidential 
election. Buhari is touring areas hit by 
security problems and this week will 
visit the state where the schoolgirls 
were abducted, the statement said.

Tillerson was in Nigeria for the 
last stop in a week-long tour of 
African countries, his first trip to the 
continent as secretary of state, during 
which he has emphasized security 
partnerships. He visited Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Djibouti and Chad before 
arriving in Nigeria’s capital.

KATHMANDU (AFP) -- Recordings 
show apparent confusion between the 
pilot and air traffic control over the 
runway approach at Kathmandu airport 
as Nepal Tuesday began investigating its 
deadliest plane crash in decades.

Aviation authorities said they had 
recovered the flight data recorder from the 
charred wreckage of the plane, which burst 
into flames after crashing into a football 
field near Kathmandu airport on Monday 
killing 49 people.

Witnesses have described how the U.S.-
Bangla Airways plane carrying 71 people 
abruptly changed direction moments 
before it crashed.

On Monday the airline’s chief executive 
Imran Asif said there had been a “fumble 
from the control tower” as the plane 
approached the airport’s single runway.

But airport manager Raj Kumar Chhetri 
told AFP it was too early to say what 
had caused the mountainous country’s 
deadliest crash since 1992.

“It is yet to be identified whether the pilot 
or air traffic control was wrong,” he said, 
adding the investigation would be carried 
out with Bangladesh.

Recordings of the conversation between 
air traffic control and the pilot appear 
to indicate confusion over which end of 
Kathmandu airport’s single runway the 
plane was to approach.

Air traffic control can initially be heard 
clearing the plane to land from the southern 
approach.

“You are going towards runway 20,” the 

controller is heard saying seconds later, 
referring to the northern end of the tarmac.

A series of confused messages follow 
just before the crash in which the pilot says 
they will land at “runway 20” and then 
“runway 02” — the southern end.

“There is certainly considerable 
confusion from air traffic as to which 
runway the aircraft actually wants to land 
on,” said Britain-based aviation expert 
Andrew Blackie, who has reviewed the 
recordings.

Survivors told AFP the pilot gave no 
warnings as the plane abruptly changed 
direction.

“I had asked the air hostess, what is 
happening, is everything fine? She gave 
a thumbs up, but I could see she was 
panicking,” said Ashish Ranjit, 35, who 
escaped through a window on the plane’s 
right.

“It was so low and it took such sharp 
turns.”

The plane hit the runway and skidded 
through an airport fence, leaving a trail of 
fuel and coming to a stop in a field where it 
burst into flames.

Twenty-two passengers — mostly sitting 
on the plane’s right side — managed to 
free themselves from burning wreckage 
by climbing through the plane’s windows 
or were pulled from the fuselage by 
passengers and rescuers.

Kathmandu airport lies in a bowl-shaped 
valley with the Himalayas to the north, 
making it a notoriously challenging place 
to land.

Pilot-Airport Confusion May 
Have Caused Nepal Plane Crash

Nigeria to ‘Negotiate’ With Boko 
Haram Over Abducted Girls
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Nepalese rescuers stand near a passenger plane from Bangladesh that 
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 Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari, right, shakes hands with Rex 
Tillerson who was fired as U.S. secretary of state on March 13, 2018. 

A woman protests U.S. President Donald Trump’s visit to San Diego, 
on March 12, 2018.

BERLIN (Dispatches) -- A 
conservative ally of German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel said 
on Tuesday that if Russia fails to 
cooperate in the investigation into 
a nerve agent attack on a former 
Russian double agent in Britain, 
there should be a joint Western 
response.

“The behavior of the British 
government is rational,” Norbert 
Roettgen, chairman of Germany’s 
parliamentary foreign affairs 
committee, told Reuters.

“The discovery of a Russian military 
substance means that Russia cannot 
refuse cooperation in the clearing up 
of this matter,” he said. “If Russia does 

not cooperate, there must be a joint 
Western response.”

Sergei Skripal, 66, and his daughter 
Yulia have been in hospital since 
March 4 when they were found 
unconscious in the English city of 
Salisbury.

British Prime Minister Theresa May 
said on Monday it was highly likely 
Moscow was to blame after Britain 
identified the substance as part of a 
group of nerve agents developed by 
the Soviet military in the 1970s and 
1980s.

Asked about possible sanctions 
against Russia, Roettgen said any 
measures should target the fudged 
boundary between the Russian state, 

security apparatus and organized 
crime. “This case should be reason 
for Britain to examine its open stance 
towards Russian capital of dubious 
origin,” he said.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said Monday that London should 
“get to the bottom” of the attack in 
its investigations before making any 
claims.

Russia has firmly denied any 
involvement in the attack, dismissing 
the allegations as a circus show.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said Skripal worked for British 
intelligence agencies and was attacked 
in Britain, therefore he “is in no way 
an issue for Russia.”

Merkel Ally Vows Joint Western 
Response to Russia

WASHINGTON (AFP) – U.S. President Donald 
Trump blocked an unsolicited bid by Singapore-
based Broadcom to take over smartphone 
chipmaker Qualcomm, citing national security 
concerns.Trump issued an order barring the 
proposed mega-acquisition on Monday, saying 
there is credible evidence such a deal “threatens 
to impair the national security of the United 
States,” according to a White House statement.
The order came despite Broadcom’s assurances 
that it would complete its move to the United 
States by early April, ahead of a previously-
planned Qualcomm shareholder vote on the $117 
billion deal -- meaning any national security 
concerns were moot.One analyst said Trump 
likely had China concerns, possible Broadcom’s 
relationship with entities there or the fact that the 
only company other than Qualcomm investing 
heavily in long-term mobile chip research is 
Huawei.

***
 STRASBOURG, France (Reuters) -- Italian 

right-wing leader Matteo Salvini denounced 
the European Union as “destroyers” Tuesday 
for policies he said robbed citizens of the right 
to hope, a week after his League party became 
parliament’s second-biggest in a national election.
The March 4 vote ended in political gridlock, with 
Salvini, a tough critic of EU-imposed budget 
austerity and Italy’s migrant inflow, jockeying 
for power with the anti-establishment 5-Star 
Movement, which emerged as the single largest 
party.Neither group has enough seats to govern 
alone, leaving the country’s president with the 
delicate task of persuading rivals on the fractured 
political scene to team up and run the country.
The League surpassed the Forza Italia (FI) of 
Silvio Berlusconi in the elections, weakening the 
former premier’s claim to temper his partners’ 
more radical ideas, especially regarding Brussels 
and the single currency.

***
 SEOUL (Reuters) -- Japanese Prime Minister 

Shinzo Abe doesn’t believe North Korea will use 
summits with the United States and South Korea 
to buy time to pursue its nuclear and missile 
programs, South Korea’s presidential office said 
on Tuesday.“North Korea has big negotiations 
to make at the inter-Korean summit and later its 
summit with the United States and in light of the 
situation I don’t think (North Korea) will use this 
opportunity to simply buy time,” Abe was cited as 
saying by the Blue House in a statement.Abe was 
speaking to South Korea’s National Intelligence 
Service Suh Hoon earlier in the day. Suh was 
visiting Tokyo to brief officials there on his 
visit to North Korea and later the United States 
regarding denuclearzation talks with Pyongyang.

***
 MADRID (AFP) -- Spanish police said 

Tuesday they had arrested 155 mostly Chinese 
nationals after busting a gang that trafficked 
Chinese migrants into Britain and Ireland for 
$25,000 per person.The arrests, which included 
four alleged ringleaders detained in Barcelona, 
came after a three-year investigation, police said 
in a statement.“The dismantled network was 
extremely hermetic, structured and hierarchical,” 
they said.Officials launched the probe after 
Barcelona airport staff noticed a significant rise 
in fake identity papers used by Chinese nationals 
headed for Britain.“Each victim paid $25,000 for 
the trip and once they’d arrived in the European 
Schengen zone, they would temporarily stay 
in flats in different parts” of the northeastern 
region of Catalonia “until they got their fake 
papers” made in China, police said.They added 
that five Chinese illegal migrants had agreed to 
testify against the gang in exchange for entering 
a witness protection program. 

***
 ADDIS ABABA (AP) -- Ethiopia’s state-

affiliated broadcaster says that a bus plunged 
into a ditch, killing 38 people in Ethiopia’s 
northern Amhara region.Fana Broadcasting 
Corporation reported on Tuesday that the bus 
veered off the road and went into the trench. It 
said an additional 10 people were injured.The 
broadcaster reported that most of the victims were 
university students. It said the accident happened 
in the south Wollo area.Ethiopia is upgrading its 
road system but dilapidated roads, inadequate 
driving skills and poor conditions of vehicles 
contribute to road traffic deaths. According to 
a report in Ethiopia last year, traffic accidents 
claimed the lives of more than 16,000 people in 
the country between 2014 and 2017. 

***
 KATHMANDU (AFP) -- Nepal’s lawmakers 

Tuesday elected President Bidya Bhandari 
for a second term, extending the tenure of the 
Himalayan nation’s first female head of state 
for another five years.Bhandari took nearly 
two-thirds of the vote to retain her position as 
ceremonial head of state, the election commission 
confirmed.Bhandari, who was backed by the 
ruling Communist bloc, was widely expected to 
defeat her sole opponent.Her first five years in 
office have been largely uncontroversial.Critics 
say she has not done enough to advance women’s 
rights in deeply patriarchal Nepal -- though 
her role is largely ceremonial.Late last year she 
signed into law a revamp of the country’s ancient 
penal code, which criminalises the dowry system 
and bans an old Hindu practice that banishes 
woman from the home while menstruating.The 
56-year-old took up politics in her teens, joining 
the fight to overturn the monarchy’s centuries-
long rule and later marrying a fellow communist, 
Madan Bhandari.


