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Thought for Today

LONDON (Press TV) – Jeremy 
Corbyn has called on Prime 
Minister Theresa May to protest 
Saudi Arabia’s war in Yemen during 
the visit of the kingdom’s crown 
prince to London.

The British opposition Labour 
Party leader said Tuesday that 
May should tell Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman that 
Britain would stop providing arms 
to Riyadh.

Bin Salman’s three-day visit will 
begin with a lunch with Queen 
Elizabeth on Wednesday.

His stay in the UK will include two 
audiences with the British Royal 
family, a briefing with national 
security officials, and a visit to the 
prime minister’s country residence.

“Theresa May should use this visit 
to announce the UK will no longer 
supply arms to Saudi Arabia while 
the devastating Saudi-led bombing 
of Yemen continues and make 
clear Britain’s strong opposition 
to widespread human and civil 
rights abuses in Saudi Arabia,” 
Corbyn said.

Saudi Arabia and its partners 
launched a war on Yemen in March 
2015 to reinstall its former Riyadh-
allied government. The military 
aggression has so far killed over 
13,600 Yemenis. 

The war is being led by bin 
Salman, also Saudi Arabia’s defense 
minister, with the help of the US 
and the UK.

May’s government has remained 
defiant in the face of growing 
pressure to stop arms exports to 
Saudi Arabia, defending the sales 
amid evidence of war crimes and 
civilian deaths in Yemen.

The UK has increased its weapons 
sales by around 500 percent since 
the onset of the Saudi invasion, 
according to a report by The 
Independent.

The UK has, so far, sold more than 
six billion pounds of arms to Saudi 
Arabia.

The weapons sold by Britain, 
which has also been providing 
logistical and arms support for the 
bombardment, include precision-
guided bombs.

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) 
– A Syrian army colonel says 
government forces will lift the siege 
on the terrorist-held Damascus 
suburb of Eastern Ghouta, making 
it possible for people trapped in 
the embattled enclave to return to 
the “state’s embrace” soon.

“We have received instructions 
from the army command to lift 
the siege off our people in Eastern 
Ghouta,” Reuters quoted the 
unnamed official as saying on 
Syrian state television on 
Wednesday.

“God willing, very, very, very 
soon ... they will return to the 
state’s embrace,” the official 
added.

Meanwhile, state television 
reported that Syrian army units 
were attacking terrorists in the 
Eastern Ghouta town of Mesraba 
with preparatory fire to secure the 
entry of infantry units.

Holed up inside Eastern Ghouta, 
foreign-backed terrorists have 
been launching indiscriminate 
mortar and rocket attacks on 
Damascus, which have resulted in 
many civilian deaths. 

The Syrian army, backed by 
Russian air force, has launched an 
operation to liberate the region.

Syria has established a 
humanitarian corridor to allow 
civilians to leave the operation 
zone, while Russia has been 
enforcing daily pauses in fighting 
from 09:00 a.m. to 02:00 p.m. 
local time to facilitate the exit of 
people.

However, the terrorists have 
been blocking the exit of civilians, 
using them as human shields in the 

face of the government’s counter-
terrorism operations. 

Meanwhile, the Syrian Foreign 
Ministry has stressed that Western 
states are using claims of chemical 
weapons usage as an excuse to 
violate the country’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.

“Syria has lately seized, after 
liberating a number of regions in 
Hama countryside from terrorism, 
more than 40 tons of chlorine gas 
in the presence of the Chemical 
Weapons convention’s inspectors,” 
said a statement released by the 
ministry.

It noted that the United 
Nations and Chemical Weapons 

Convention had been informed 
about the trucks loaded with 
poisonous substances entering the 
country and a terrorist stockpile 
of Sarin gas in an archeological 
region in Idlib province.

“The Syrian Arab Republic, 
which has repeatedly affirmed its 
non-possession of any form of 
chemical weapons, and its non-
use of chlorine gas as a weapon, 
reiterates that it is the first meant 
side in defending its citizens and 
in preventing the use of poisonous 
materials on its territory,” added 
the statement.

Earlier in the day, Russia 
rejected allegations that the Syrian 

government is using chemical 
weapons, stressing that only an 
international body can rule on 
the issue based on an “impartial” 
probe.

Last week, the so-called Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights, 
which is sympathetic to the 
terrorists operating against the 
Damascus government, claimed 
a suspected chlorine attack had 
taken place in the militant-held al-
Shifuniyah village of the Eastern 
Ghouta region on February 25.

Syria turned over its entire 
chemical stockpile under a deal 
negotiated by Russia and the 
United States back in 2013.

If you overpower your enemy, then pardon him 
by way of thankfulness to Allah, for being able to 
subdue him. 

Bomber Kills Religious Official in Eastern Afghanistan
JALALABAD (Reuters) – A bomber in the eastern Afghan city of Jalalabad 

killed a senior religious official and his bodyguard on Wednesday and 
wounded at least 11 people, officials said. The bomber approached Abdul 
Zaher Haqqani, head of the Nangarhar provincial director of religious affairs 
and the Haj pilgrimage, and detonated his explosive vest, Ataullah Khogyani, 
the provincial governor’s spokesman, said. “He was coming off a bridge when 
the attacker approached him and blew himself up close to his car,” Khogyani 
added. There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the attack.  
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As Bin Salman Visits
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A general view shows smoke and flames rising from buildings in the Eastern Ghouta region, on the 
outskirts of the Syrian capital Damascus, on March 4, 2018. 

MANAMA (Dispatches) 
– Bahrain’s supreme court of 
appeals has upheld prison 
sentences against 10 Shia anti-
regime activists as the ruling Al 
Khalifah regime presses ahead with 
its heavy clampdown on political 
dissidents and pro-democracy 
activists in the kingdom.

On Wednesday, the Court of 
Cassation found the defendants 
guilty of forming an espionage 
cell and affiliation to Iran’s 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC). Iran denies supporting 
any bid to overthrow the Bahraini 

government.
The court condemned four of the 

convicts to life imprisonment and 
handed down 15-year jail terms 
to five others, and sentenced 
another defendant to 10 years in 
prison.

The top court also revoked the 
Bahraini citizenship of nine of 
the convicts, and ordered all to 
pay a total fine of 10,000 dinars 
($26,522).

Thousands of anti-
regime protesters have held 
demonstrations in Bahrain on 
an almost daily basis ever since 

a popular uprising began in the 
country in mid-February 2011.

They are demanding that the 
Al Khalifah regime relinquish 
power and allow a just system 
representing all Bahrainis to be 
established.

Manama has gone to great 
lengths to clamp down on any sign 
of dissent. On March 14, 2011, 
troops from Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates were 
deployed to assist Bahrain in its 
crackdown.

Scores of people have lost their 
lives and hundreds of others 
sustained injuries or got arrested 
as a result of the Al Khalifah 
regime’s crackdown.

Meanwhile, a Bahraini Shia 
cleric and political activist 
warned of the Manama regime’s 
strategy to allow the Zionist 
regime to establish a foothold in 
the Arab country and the Persian 
Gulf region.

In an interview with Tasnim, 
Deputy Secretary-General of 
Bahrain’s Islamic Action Society 
(Al-Amal) Sheikh Abdullah 
Saleh slammed the Al Khalifa 
regime’s attempts to normalize 
ties with the regime as a way to 
maintain the throne in the Persian 
Gulf country.

The Bahraini regime is seeking 

to normalize ties with the regime 
and pave the way for Zionists’ 
presence in the region, just as 
they helped Britain enter the 
region decades ago, the cleric 
deplored.

He also denounced the Al 
Khalifa government’s move to 
found a Saudi-sponsored center, 
known as ‘King Hamad Global 
Centre for Inter-Faith Dialogue 
and Peaceful Co-Existence’, as 
a message for the US and Israel 
that they could take the next steps 
for normalization of ties with 
Zionists. 

Bahraini Court Upholds Prison Sentences 
Against 10 Anti-Regime Activists

This image, provided by an activist who requested anonymity, shows 
people carrying a man injured in a raid on a sit-in in Diraz, Bahrain, 

on May 23, 2017. 

CAIRO (Dispatches) – Saudi 
Arabia’s powerful Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman has described 
Turkey as part of a “triangle of evil” 
along with Iran and hardline groups, 
Egypt’s Al-Shorouk newspaper 
reported on Wednesday.

The Saudi prince also accused 
Turkey of trying to reinstate the so-
called Islamic Caliphate, abolished 
nearly a century ago when the 
Ottoman Empire collapsed.

His reported comments reflect 
Saudi Arabia’s deep suspicion of 
President Tayyip Erdogan, whose 
ruling AK Party has its roots in 
Islamic politics and who has allied 
his country with Qatar in its dispute 
with Saudi Arabia and some other 
Persian Gulf states.

Turkey has also worked with 
Iran, Saudi Arabia’s arch-rival in 
the Middle East, to try to reduce 
fighting in northern Syria in recent 
months, and Iranian and Turkish 
military chiefs exchanged visits last 
year.

Al-Shorouk quoted Prince 

Mohammed as saying “the 
contemporary triangle of evil 
comprises Iran, Turkey and 
extremist religious groups.”

The prince spoke to Egyptian 
newspaper editors during a visit to 
Cairo, on his first foreign trip since 
becoming heir to the oil exporting 
giant last year.

He said the dispute with Qatar 
could be long-lasting, comparing 
it to the U.S. embargo of Cuba 
imposed 60 years ago, but played 
down its impact, dismissing the 
Persian Gulf emirate as “smaller 
than a Cairo street”.

Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Egypt 
and Bahrain cut diplomatic and 
trade links with Qatar last June, 
suspending air and shipping routes 
with the world’s biggest exporter of 
liquefied natural gas, which is home 
to the region’s biggest U.S. military 
base.

However, Prince Salman said 
Qatar would not be barred from 
attending an Arab summit hosted by 
Saudi Arabia later this month.

Saudi Prince:
Turkey Part of ‘Triangle 

of Evil’ 

GAZA STRIP (Dispatches) – Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip are planning a six-week-long tent city 
protest starting on March 30 to demand Palestinian 
refugees be allowed by the Zionist regime to return to 
Palestine, organizers said on Wednesday.

Such a demonstration, envisaging families camped 
out in the sensitive border area, could present a 
dilemma for the regime’s military that enforces a 
“no go” zone for Palestinians on land adjacent to the 
occupied territories’ frontier fence.

Zionist troops are confronted by frequent Palestinian 
protests along the Gaza border and have used tear 
gas, rubber bullets and live ammunition against 
demonstrators whom the military said hurled rocks 
or petrol bombs at them.

Ahmed Abu Ayesh, a spokesman for a coordinating 

committee, said plans were for hundreds or thousands 
of people, including entire families, to live in tents 
erected “at the nearest, safe point from the border”. 
The United Nations, Abu Ayesh said, would be 
notified of the rally.

A statement issued by the committee urged 
Palestinians in Gaza to take part in this “national 
project that endorses peaceful resistance as a new 
way to win our rights, foremost the right of return” 
of refugees.

The protest is set to begin on March 30, the 
annual “Land Day” commemorating the six Arab 
citizens of Israel who were killed by Zionist troops 
during demonstrations in 1976 over regime’s land 
confiscations in northern parts of the occupied 
territories.

Palestinians in Gaza Plan Tent City Protest 


