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Leader Hails ‘Grandeur of Dem-
onstration’ 

Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei on 
Sunday said the massive partici-
pation of the Iranian people in the 
nationwide rallies gave a firm and 
crushing response to foreigners and 
enemies.

Describing people’s participation 
in the revolution anniversary rallies 
as a great and dazzling incident, 
Ayatollah Khamenei said, “The 
grandeur of your demonstration 
today, which according to accurate 
estimates was more crowded than 
previous years, gave a firm and 
crushing response to foreigners and 
enemies and those with a weak re-
solve.”

The Leader stated that based on 
their flawed conception of Iran and 
Iranians, enemies did their utmost 
to make this year’s revolution anni-
versary ceremony devoid of energy 
and even turn it against itself.

“You showed to them the liveli-
ness and dynamism of the revolu-
tion in practice and shouted out 
your commitment to the ideals of 
the late Imam through your slo-
gans and your warm presence,” the 
Leader noted.

Ayatollah Khamenei advised Ira-
nian officials to appreciate “this 
unique phenomenon” and continue 
to serve the Iranian nation with 
“complete steadfastness and revo-
lutionary spirit” and defend the ide-
als of the Islamic Revolution.

“The future belongs to our vigi-
lant and foresighted nation and we 
officials must try not to lag behind 
the nation,” the Leader concluded.
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Turkey — are also participating 
in the campaign. Turkey has lost 
31 soldiers in the campaign, ac-
cording to its military.

The U.S. is not militarily in-
vested in Afrin.

Sipan Hemo, commander of 
the YPG, conceded that Turkey’s 
operation had taken “some stra-
tegic points” in the Afrin areas, 
but said it was not considered “a 
major advance.”

Turkey’s martial superior-
ity lies in its airpower. Kurdish 
fighters have shot down a heli-
copter but have no answer to the 
F-16s and other jets flying raids 
over Afrin.

Syria’s government maintains 
that Turkey’s operations are “il-
legal” and a violation of Syrian 
sovereignty. It is allowing the 
YPG to send humanitarian as-
sistance through neighboring 
government-held territory to Af-
rin, but not troops or weapons, 
according to Hemo.

Hemo, speaking to journalists 
on a press call over Skype, said 
the YPG was defending Syria’s 
sovereignty and would welcome 
government forces “to enter to 
defend the borders of Afrin in the 
face of occupation of Turkey.”

Turkey has kept ground forces 
in north Syria since 2016, with 
the triple mission of fighting the 
Daesh group, containing Kurd-
ish expansionism and stabilizing 
the lines of conflict between the 
government and rebels. It has 
stationed troops on either side 
of the Afrin canton, including 
among Al-Qaeda-linked insur-
gents that dominate Idlib, a prov-
ince in northwest Syria that is the 
opposition’s largest remaining 
stronghold in the country.

“If we had the forces, we 
would have fought this occupa-
tion in Idlib, too,” said the YPG’s 
Hemo.
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“One side demands immediate 
de-nuclearization and the other 
says it will never give up its nuclear 
weapons.”

But throughout the Olympic ven-
ues there was a sense of euphoria. 
Instead, the focus has been on the 
combined women’s ice hockey 
team, the first time in history play-
ers from the two Koreas competed 
together at the Games.

Thomas Bach, the president of the 
International Olympic Committee, 
will visit Pyongyang sometime af-
ter the Games end on February 25, 
according to a Reuters report. Bach 
met North Korean officials – and 
watched a hockey match with them 
– during their trip to Pyeongchang.

“I would love the team to get the 
Nobel peace prize,” said Angela 
Ruggiero, a senior U.S. member of 
the IOC’s executive board, adding 
she would ask for them to be nomi-
nated. “As someone who compet-
ed in four Olympics and knows it 
isn’t about you, your team, or your 
country, I saw the power of what it 
did last night.”

North Korean officials watched 
the game with Moon and state radio 
hailed a visit by Kim Yo-jong, Kim 
Jong-un’s sister, as “an important 
occasion in improving relations”, 
saying it provided “an environment 
for peace on the Korean peninsula”.

Meanwhile, media in North Ko-
rea took aim at the U.S.

“Pence must know that his frantic 
acts of abusing the sacred Olym-
pics for confrontational ruckus 
are as foolish and stupid an act as 
sweeping the sea with a broom,” 
said a commentary in the Rodong 
Sinmun. “His behavior is nothing 
but an ugly sight being reminded of 
crazy Trump.”

Pence had attempted to conceal 
cracks in the alliance, declaring 
there was “no daylight” between 
the U.S. and South Korean in pol-
icy toward Pyongyang. During his 
flight back to the U.S., Pence said: 
“No pressure comes off until they 
are actually doing something that 
the alliance believes represents a 
meaningful step toward denuclear-
ization. “So the maximum pressure 
campaign is going to continue and 
intensify. But if you want to talk, 
we’ll talk.” “Pence’s strategy in Py-
eongchang backfired in a big way,” 
said Mintaro Oba, a former U.S 
diplomat who worked on North 
Korea policy.  “He lent credibil-
ity to the narrative of a U.S.-South 
Korea split and gave North Korea 
ammunition to blame the United 
States if inter-Korean engagement 
falls apart. “He should have kept 
his concerns in diplomatic chan-
nels while broadcasting U.S.-South 
Korea unity at every opportunity.”
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Commenting on the upcoming 
trip, The Hindu Business Line 
wrote, “India is all set to host Irani-
an President Hassan Rouhani later 
this week reasserting the growing 
ties between the two countries.”

“New Delhi has been looking at 
Tehran for emboldening its connec-
tivity plans with Western Asia and 
also secure its energy needs.”

It said the subcontinent also 
sought to use Iran as its pathway to-
wards Europe “through the devel-
opment of the International North-
South Transport Corridor.”

India’s plan to use the Iranian 
soil and airspace to connect far-
ther westwards and northwards, the 
paper said, was an answer to Chi-
na’s One-Belt-One-Road initiative, 
which likewise seeks to foster con-
nectivity. Modi visited Iran in May 
2016, the first by a person in his 
capacity in 15 years.  

GAZA STRIP (Dispatches) 
– The health ministry spokes-
man in Gaza said Monday 
that operation rooms in the 
hospitals in Gaza were com-
pletely paralyzed due to the 
accumulation of dirt and rub-
bish in the hospitals for the 
second day in a row.
Ashraf al-Qedra said that 

medical teams can’t provide 
medical services in any hos-
pital or medical center be-
cause of the loads of rubbish 
and trash.
The cleaning services have 

stopped in all medical fa-
cilities in the Gaza Strip on 
Sunday because the cleaning 

companies are on a general 
strike for non payment of 
salaries.
The health ministry said in 

a press statement that nearly 
200 operations were put off 
due to the current strike.
Physicians organized a sit 

in at Al-Shifa Hospital in 
Gaza Strip Monday morn-
ing, calling for meeting the 
demands of striking work-
ers.
The ministry’s statement 

said that the strike has ob-
structed the work of 13 hos-
pitals, 51 primary health care 
centers and 22 other medical 
centers run by the ministry.

RIYADH (Press TV) – Saudi regime forces have arrested three young Shia 
men, including a minor, in the kingdom’s Shia-populated and oil-rich East-
ern Province as the Riyadh regime presses ahead with its brutal clampdown 
against members of the religious community.

Local sources, requesting anonymity, told Arabic-language Ahrar televi-
sion network that Saudi troopers arrested brothers, Hani and Ali al-Faraj, 
after they raided their house in Qatif region, located more than 420 kilo-
meters (260 miles) east of the capital Riyadh, on Sunday afternoon.

Hussain al-Zanadi was rounded up in a street as well.
Eastern Province has been the scene of peaceful demonstrations since 

February 2011. Protesters have been demanding reforms, freedom of ex-
pression, the release of political prisoners, and an end to economic and 
religious discrimination against the oil-rich region.

The protests have been met with a heavy-handed crackdown by the re-
gime. Security forces have increased security measures across the prov-
ince.

Over the past years, Riyadh has also redefined its anti-terrorism laws to 

also target activism.
In January 2016, Saudi authorities executed Shia cleric Sheikh Nimr 

Baqir al-Nimr, who was an outspoken critic of the policies of the Riyadh 
regime. Nimr had been arrested in Qatif in 2012.

Saudi regime hails al-Mosara neighborhood demolition
Meanwhile, Saudi online activists have published a document, showing 

Commander of Special Forces in Eastern Province, Brigadier Abdullah 
bin Abdulaziz al-Samari praising Sergeant Abdullah bin Musla’ Jabir al-
Harbi over razing the al-Mosara quarter of Awamiyah town, located some 
390 kilometers northeast of the capital Riyadh.

Saudi regime forces equipped with heavy weapons were deployed in 
Awamiyah on May 10 last year, following fierce clashes between the re-
gime forces and locals protesting against the destruction.

Bulldozers, escorted by heavily-armored military vehicles demolished, 
then leveled houses, business and historical sites across al-Mosara to the 
ground, claiming the neighborhood’s narrow streets had become a hideout 
for militants believed to be behind attacks on security forces in the region.

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – 
U.S. President Donald Trump has 
said the Zionist regime’s illegal 
settlements in occupied Palestinian 
territories have “complicated” the 
so-called peace process and urged 
“care” over the issue.

In the interview with Israel Ha-
yom newspaper, Trump also said 
he did not believe the Israelis, 
as well as the Palestinians, were 
ready to make peace.

Israel Hayom is owned by Amer-
ican Zionist billionaire Sheldon 
Adelson, a Trump supporter and a 
backer of Zionist Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Asked by daily when the U.S. 
would present its peace plan, 
Trump said: “We will see what 
happens. Right now the Palestin-
ians are not into making peace, 
they are just not into it. Regarding 
Israel, I am not certain it, too, is 

interested in making peace so we 
will just need to wait and see what 
happens.”

Asked whether the Zionist re-
gime’s settlements would form 
part of the peace plan, he said: 
“We will be talking about settle-
ments. The settlements are some-
thing that very much complicates 
and always have complicated 
making peace, so I think Israel 
has to be very careful with the 

settlements.”
Trump’s comments about the 

occupying regime mark rare criti-
cism from a president who has 
adopted a hostile policy toward 
the Palestinians while forging 
close relations with the regime.

About 600,000 Zionists live in 
over 230 illegal settlements built 
since the 1967 occupation of the 
Palestinian territories of the West 
Bank and East al-Quds.

ANKARA (Reuters) – A Turkish 
prosecutor launched a terrorism in-
vestigation into the new co-leader of 
the pro-Kurdish opposition on Mon-
day, a day after she was elected, ac-
cusing her of speaking against Tur-
key’s offensive in Syria.

The chief prosecutor in Ankara 
accused Pervin Buldan of describ-
ing the operation against a Kurd-
ish militia in Syria as an attack on 
civilian Kurds, during a speech at 
the conference that named her co-
leader of the People’s Democratic 
Party (HDP).

A similar investigation was also 
launched against another promi-
nent HDP lawmaker, Sirri Sureyya 
Onder, the prosecutor said.

“An investigation has been 
launched into lawmakers Pervin 
Buldan and Sirri Sureyya Onder by 
the chief prosecutor for the crimes 
of carrying out terror propaganda, 
inciting grudges and enmity in the 
public,” a document from the pros-
ecutor’s office said.

Turkey’s main pro-Kurdish par-
ty has elected new leaders, at a 
congress that party officials said 
authorities had tried to stop by ar-
resting hundreds of would-be at-
tendees.

The Peoples’ Democratic Party 
(HDP) met to replace Selahat-

tin Demirtas, its leader since June 
2014 and the person who took it 
into parliament for the first time, 
as he is in jail facing charges of 
supporting terrorism and said he 
would not seek re-election.

The party unanimously elected 
Istanbul lawmaker Pervin Buldan 

and Deputy Co-Chairman Sezai 
Temelli, the only candidates, as the 
new leaders of the second-largest 
opposition party in Turkey’s par-
liament.

The party said delegates’ cars 
were stopped and they were sub-
jected to frequent ID checks by 
police who detained around 500 
people in the days leading up to 
the congress, attended by 32,000 
members and supporters.

Former co-chair Serpil Kemalbay 
called the arrests “arbitrary” and 
said the government had tried to 
stop the congress “being held in a 
healthy way”.

The detentions were part of Tur-
key’s crackdown on those who 
oppose its operation against the 
YPG militia in northwestern Syria. 
Turkey considers the YPG an ex-
tension of the outlawed Kurdistan 
Workers Party (PKK) and has de-
tained some 600 people for pro-
tests or social media posts against 
the campaign.  
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Turkey Launches Investigation 
Into New Pro-Kurdish Leader

New co-chairs of the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) 
Pervin Buldan (L) and Sezai Temelli (R) attend an HDP congress in 

the Turkish capital Ankara on February 11, 2018.  

Saudi Forces Kidnap 3 Youths in Qatif

Hospitals in Gaza 
Paralyzed  

Trump: Israeli Settlements Complicate
 ‘Peace Process’

Zionist Troops Raid West 
Bank, Arrest at Least 15 

Palestinians
RAMALLAH (Dispatches) – Zionist troops stormed several areas 

throughout the West Bank Monday morning, arrested at least 15 Palestin-
ians, confiscated equipment from farmers and demolished a historical build-
ing. In Wadi Qana, near Salfit northern West Bank, the Zionist regime’s 
bulldozers leveled to the ground a 100 years old building and confiscated 
farmers’ solar panels, citing the area being a natural reserve.

Palestinian sources said that Zionist troops banned Wadi Qana’s farmers 
from access into their lands. 

In a separate pre-dawn raid to Tulkarem city north of the West Bank, 
Zionist troops stormed a gas station and seized its surveillance cameras 
after a thorough search, reported the official Palestinian news agency 
WAFA.  

Palestinian sources said that the Zionist troops have intensified their 
military activities in various locations in the northern West Bank, raiding 
commercial shops and seizing cameras overnight without explanations to 
their owners. 

Meanwhile, Palestinian Prisoners Club said in a press statement Mon-
day that Zionist troops arrested at least 15 Palestinians in the early morn-
ing hours from the West Bank and three others from East al-Quds. 

Sources also confirmed the Zionist troops closed down access to two 
East al-Quds towns.


