
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Iran’s 
Foreign Ministry on Saturday 
summoned the UK ambassador 
in Tehran over the British prime 
minister’s recent comments on Iran.

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Bahram Qassemi said the issue 
was Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
comments during a two-day summit 
in Bahrain of the Persian Gulf 
Cooperation Council, a regional 
bloc of Western-allied countries 
including Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates.

May told Persian Gulf leaders 
that they must “work together to 
push back against Iran’s aggressive 
regional actions, whether in 
Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen, Syria or in 
the (Persian) Gulf itself.”

“Following British Prime Minister 

Theresa May’s meddlesome 
remarks at the summit of the 
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council, 
Nicholas Hopton, the country’s 
ambassador to Tehran, was 
summoned to the Foreign Ministry 
today,” Qassemi said.

He added that the deputy director 
general for West Europe affairs 
at the Iranian Foreign Ministry 
expressed Tehran’s strong protest 
at the prime minister’s “thoughtless 
remarks.”

Qassemi said the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry official emphasized that 
May’s “irresponsible, provocative 
and divisive” comments at the 
regional annual summit were 
“unacceptable and rejected.”

Iran seriously expects Britain to 
avoid repeating such unacceptable 
remarks in the future, he added.

The spokesperson said the Iranian 
official told the British diplomat that 
such measures are in contradiction 
with the expansion of relations and 
would harm Tehran-London ties.

He said the British ambassador was 
also told that Iran’s regional policy 
was based on the establishment of 
peace, stability and security as well 
as the fight against terrorism.

During the meeting, it was 
announced that at a time that the 
policy of certain regional countries 
in supporting terrorism was clear, 
it was regrettable and astonishing 
that the British prime minister 
had overlooked the truth, Qassemi 
added.

Hopton, for his part, said 
London’s policy was to improve 
relations with Tehran and added 
that he would immediately inform 

his country of Iran’s message.
Britain reopened its embassy in 

Tehran in August 2015 as a sign 
of the improvement of mutual ties 
between the two countries.

The European country had shut 
down its embassy in Tehran in 
November 2011, withdrawing its 
diplomatic staff after hundreds of 
Iranian students staged a protest 
outside the British embassy in 
Tehran against the expansion of 
UK sanctions on Iran, pulling down 
the UK flag and demanding the 
expulsion of the British ambassador.

In late November 2011, Iran’s 
Parliament approved a bill to 
downgrade the diplomatic ties 
between Tehran and London to 
the level of chargé d’affaires, and 
limit all economic and cultural 
collaborations to the minimum 
level.

Iran and Britain upgraded their 
ties back to the ambassador level 
in September, in another sign of 
warming relations between the two 
countries.

Earlier, Iranian First Vice 
President Es’haq Jahangiri played 
down May’s remarks against 
Iran, saying such comments have 
humiliated the Arab states in the 
Persian Gulf.

“The British prime minister 
was invited to this summit to 
speak against Iran. Such acts are 
humiliating for these countries,” 
Jahangiri said.

Jahangiri further said the “Zionists 
and some unwise countries in the 
region” falsely think that they can 
entangle Iran in conflicts through 
pressure.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is 
a big country in the region” and 
cannot be defeated through such 
remarks, he added.

(Continued on Page 7)

ANKARA (Dispatches) -- Turkey’s 
ruling AKP on Saturday submitted to 
parliament a package of constitutional 
reform proposals that would expand the 
president’s powers, party officials said, in 
a move that could potentially see President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan govern until 2029.

The package would also bring 
structural changes to Turkey’s security 
and judiciary, while implementing 
criminal liability for the president, who 
previously was immune from all crimes 
except treason.

The AKP, unable to legalize the 
changes on its own, has been meeting 
with the Nationalist Movement Party 
(MHP) in order to introduce an executive 
presidential system long sought by 
Erdogan and his supporters.

Deputy Prime Minister Nurettin 
Canikli told A Haber television in an 
interview on Friday that parliamentary 

and presidential polls would be held 
in 2019, cementing a radical change in 
power structures.

“The referendum looks like it could 
be held around March or April, but it 
could also be pushed to May,” Canikli 
said, ruling out any early election before 
2019.

A senior official from the ruling AKP, 
in power since 2002, said the party would 
submit its proposal on the constitutional 
changes to parliament on Saturday.

Erdogan has turned a largely ceremonial 
presidency into a powerful platform at a 
time of domestic upheaval by drawing 
on his own unrivalled popularity. The 
AKP now seeks a strong executive 
presidency that, while formalizing his 
personal powers, could avert any relapse 
into the fractious coalition governments 
of the 1990s.

AKP officials refer to the current system 

as a “de facto presidential system.” 
Opponents, however, fear the change 

will bring increasing authoritarianism 
to a country already criticized by 
Western allies over its record on 
rights and freedoms, especially after 
purges following the coup attempt.

Canikli said he expected all members of 
the AKP to vote in favor of the proposal 
and that the nationalist MHP opposition 
would also support the bill.

“The leaders of the AKP and MHP are in 
agreement at the moment, the following 
period is one for the commission 
and general assembly,” Erdogan told 
reporters after Friday prayers.

Any constitutional change needs 
the support of at least 330 deputies 
in Turkey’s 550-seat assembly to go 
to a referendum. The AKP has 316 
lawmakers eligible for voting, and the 
MHP 39.

WASHINGTON (Reuters) -- 
The CIA has concluded that Russia 
intervened in the 2016 election to 
help President-elect Donald Trump 
win the White House, and not just 
to undermine confidence in the U.S. 
electoral system, a senior U.S. official 
said on Friday.

U.S. intelligence agencies 
have assessed that as the 2016 
presidential campaign drew on, 
Russian government officials 
devoted increasing attention to 
assisting Donald Trump’s effort to 
win the election, the U.S. official 
familiar with the finding told Reuters 
on Friday night on condition of 
anonymity.

Citing U.S. officials briefed on 
the matter, the Washington Post 
reported on Friday that intelligence 
agencies had identified individuals 
with connections to the Russian 
government who provided thousands 
of hacked emails from the Democratic 

National Committee and others, 
including the chairman of Hillary 
Clinton’s presidential campaign, to 
WikiLeaks.

U.S. President Barack Obama 
ordered intelligence agencies to review 
cyber attacks and foreign intervention 
into the 2016 election and deliver a 
report before he leaves office on Jan. 
20, the White House said on Friday.

Obama’s homeland security 
adviser, Lisa Monaco, told reporters 
the report’s results would be shared 
with lawmakers and others.

“The president has directed the 
intelligence community to conduct a 
full review of what happened during 
the 2016 election process ... and to 
capture lessons learned from that and 
to report to a range of stakeholders, 
to include the Congress,” she said 
during an event hosted by the 
Christian Science Monitor.

As summer turned to fall, Russian 
hackers turned almost all their 

attention to the Democrats. Virtually 
all the emails they released publicly 
were potentially damaging to Clinton 
and the Democrats, the official told 
Reuters.

“That was a major clue to their 
intent,” the official said. “If all 
they wanted to do was discredit our 
political system, why publicize the 
failings of just one party, especially 
when you have a target like Trump?”

A second official familiar with the 
report said the intelligence analysts’ 
conclusion about Russia’s motives 
does not mean the intelligence 
community believes that Moscow’s 
efforts altered or significantly 
affected the outcome of the election.

Russian officials have denied all 
accusations of interference in the U.S. 
election.

A CIA spokeswoman said the 
agency had no comment on the 
matter.
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Egypt Denies Drift Toward Iran
CAIRO (Dispatches) -- Egypt’s Foreign Minister Sameh Shukri 

on Saturday hailed a “special relationship” with Saudi Arabia, 
denying reports that the two nations had fallen out after Egypt ex-
pressed support for the Russian military role in Syria.

“Let me reassure you that from Egypt’s perspective we have a 
very clear vision as to the fundamental nature of that relationship 
... Arab national security depends on the cohesion and understand-
ing that exists between Saudi Arabia and Egypt.” Shukri added that 
Egypt was not building its relations Iran. “Egypt maintains a sever-
ance of diplomatic relations in the past 25 years and has taken no 
position to change that situation.”
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Army Begins Major Drill in Southeast Iran 
TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Iran’s army is about to begin a 

series of large-scale military drills in the country’s southeast 
on Sunday.

Iranian ground force commander Brigadier General Ki-
oumars Heidari said units from the army’s ground and air 
forces as well as its navy, and air defense will take part in 
the extensive maneuver dubbed Muhammad Rasullullah 4. 
The drills will be carried out in an area of 220,000 square 
kilometers. One of the main objectives of the exercises is to 
maintain and increase the readiness of the Iranian armed 
forces, Heidari said.

UK Ambassador to Tehran Summoned: 

Iran Decries PM May’s ‘Thoughtless Remarks’

Turkey Moves to Expand 
Erdogan’s Powers

British Prime Minister Theresa May meets King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia (left) in Manama, 
Bahrain, where she was on a three day visit to attend the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council summit, Dec. 6, 2016.

U.S. Accuses Russia of Having Trump Elected

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) 
-- The United States on Saturday 
announced plans to send 200 more 
troops to Syria to allegedly join 
operations aimed at retaking the 
Syrian city of Raqqah from the Daesh 
terrorist group.

“I can tell you today that the United 
States will deploy approximately 
200 additional U.S. forces in Syria,” 
Defense Secretary Ashton Carter told 
a security conference in the Bahraini 
capital, Manama.

They will add to 300 American 
special forces already operating 
in Syria which has been fighting 
foreign-backed militancy for years.

Carter said troops were only about 
25 kilometers away from Raqqah, 
adding they were helping SDF 
militants who are mainly comprised 
of Kurdish fighters. 

The announcement came a day after 
Turkey said it was dispatching 300 
special troops to Syria to reinforce 
its U.S.-backed incursion of the Arab 
country.

The Turkish army said on Friday 
its troops and militants had seized 
control of a highway between the key 
regional towns of Al-Bab and Manbij 
on Friday. 

Damascus has already strongly 
criticized the United States and 
Turkey for deploying troops to the 
Syrian soil, saying it amounts to an 
act of aggression.

The new deployments come at a 
time of rapidly changing realities on 
the ground where Syrian troops are 
tightening the noose around foreign-
backed militants.

The Syrian government now 
controls 93 percent of Aleppo, 
Russian Defense Ministry spokesman 
Igor Konashenkov said on Friday, 
adding troops would continue to 
liberate the city’s east after the 

removal of civilians is completed.  
The U.S. and its allies have 

been pushing for a halt to military 
operations in the face of Syrian army 
advances in Syria. 

Western and Middle Eastern 
backers of militants fighting to topple 
the Syrian government were meeting 
in Paris on Saturday to discuss the 
situation. 

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry 
and foreign ministers from Europe 
and their counterparts from Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Turkey and the UAE 
were likely to renew calls for an end 
to the onslaught. 

Retreating terrorists now control 
only a pocket of Syria’s second city, 
whose fate is seen as pivotal to the 
outcome of a nearly six-year-old war 
that has killed more than 400,000 
people.

“My goal in all this is... to get both 
sides, all of the forces, to the table 
in Geneva. And that’s what we’re 
working on,” Kerry said as he arrived 
for the meeting.

The European Union meanwhile 
said on Friday it would introduce 
more sanctions on Syria over the 
offensive in Aleppo. 

“The EU will act swiftly ... with the 
aim of imposing further restrictive 
measures against Syria targeting 
Syrian individuals and entities 
supporting the regime as long as the 
repression continues,” the bloc’s top 
diplomat Federica Mogherini said. 

In Moscow, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov warned the U.S. 
against easing its alleged arms 
embargo on militants.

Peskov said U.S. weapons could 
end up in wrong hands if Washington 
went ahead with the plan to lift 
restrictions on arms deliveries to the 
so-called “moderate” militants.
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