
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- The Iraqi 
defense minister has hailed Iran’s 
“continuous support” for Iraq in its 
war against the Daesh Takfiri terrorist 
group, saying the Islamic Republic has 
helped its neighbor in critical times.

“There is a great military coopera-
tion between Iran’s Defense Ministry 
and its Iraqi counterpart, and as part 
of this military cooperation, Iran sup-
ports Iraq’s Defense Ministry and 
Iraqi security forces, directly or indi-
rectly, in the liberation of Mosul,” said 

Khalid al-Obeidi told Press TV in an 
exclusive interview aired on Saturday.

The Iraqi minister went on to say 
that Iran has supported its neighbor 
in numerous occasions in its fight 
against terrorism and continues to do 
so, insisting that the Iranian military 
engineers and advisers are providing 
support and advice in full coordina-
tion with the Iraqi army.

He added that the Iranian advisers 
are present in the country with the 
consent of the Iraqi government.

Obeidi, however, said only Iraqi 
forces would participate in the lib-
eration of Mosul, the capital city of 
the northern province of Nineveh, 
which fell to the hands of Daesh in 
June 2014, and the Iraqi government 
would not allow any foreign country 
to intervene in the operation.

Iraqi army troops, backed by fight-
ers from allied Popular Mobilization 
Units, are seeking to win back mili-
tant-held regions in joint operations. 
They have managed to dislodge the 

militants from several areas in major 
offensives over the past few months.

Back in February, the Iraqi min-
ister said that the country would 
launch a decisive battle to retake 
Mosul by the year-end.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Obeidi 
criticized Turkey for sending its 
troops to Iraq, warning of a war 
greater than the one against Daesh if 
Turkey do not draw its forces from 
northern Iraq.

“The presence of Turkish troops in 
Bashiqa obstructs the observations to 
liberate Nineveh. This is a fact. When 
Prime Minister (Haider al-Abadi) 
warned of a war greater than the war on 
Daesh, he made his statements based on 
information he had,” he further said.

“If Turkish troops intervene, then 
the city of Mosul and the province 
of Nineveh will become an arena for 
regional conflicts and this is what the 
premier predicts. Therefore, I second 
his opinions,” Obeidi added.  

In early December 2015, Turkey de-
ployed a contingent of its troops to the 
Bashiqa military camp north of Mo-
sul, claiming that the move had been 
earlier coordinated with Iraqi officials. 
Baghdad swiftly denied the claim and 
called on Ankara to immediately with-
draw its forces from the camp.

Iraq’s ambassador to Tehran also 
said Iran’s contribution to Baghdad’s 
fight against terrorism has crucially 
helped the Arab country preserve its 
territorial integrity and sovereignty.

“Had the Popular Mobilization 
forces and the Iraqi army and the Is-
lamic Republic’s support not existed, 
Iraq would have fallen by now,” Ra-
jeh Saber Abboud al-Mousavi said in 
an interview with IRNA.

Iran has been providing advisory 
military support to Iraq’s battle against 
Daesh, which has been ravaging
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MOSCOW (Dispatches) -- Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin has signed a de-
cree merging the Crimean Peninsula, 
which separated from Ukraine and 
rejoined Russia two years ago, into 
the mainland’s southern region.

“Reorganize the Southern Federal 
District and the Crimean Federal 
District into the Southern Federal 
District,” read the decree published 
on the Kremlin’s website on Thurs-
day.

The Russian leader also appointed 
Vladimir Vasilyavich Ustinov as 
the presidential commissioner to 
the Southern Federal District in the 
decree.

Putin further submitted corre-
sponding legislation amendments 
to the State Duma.

The decree angered Ukraine, with 
its UN Ambassador Volodymyr 

Yelchenko rejecting the order as 
“null and void as any other decision 
taken by Crimea so far.” He asked 
the UN Security Council to issue a 
statement in response to Putin’s de-
cree.

The ambassador circulated a draft 
statement calling on the 15-member 
council, to express its “deep con-
cern” over Putin’s decision and to 
assert its “full respect for the sover-
eignty, independence and territorial 
integrity of Ukraine.”

Yelchenko however said he ex-
pected Russia, one of the five coun-
tries with veto power on the council, 
to block the statement. Diplomatic 
sources have already confirmed that 
it was rejected by Moscow.

Crimea declared independence 
from Ukraine on March 17, 2014
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TEL AVIV (Dispatches) – The occupying re-
gime of Israel and the United States have report-
edly staged a joint secret war game in southern 
Occupied Palestine amid growing military coop-
eration between the two sides.

Zionist media said on Thursday that the drill 
dubbed ‘Noble Shirley’ was held in Negev Des-
ert to improve cooperation between American 
and Israeli forces.

The drill, which was said to have been con-
ducted during day and nighttime hours over the 
past week, involved the U.S. Marine Corps as 
well as special units from the Israeli air, naval 
and ground forces.

During the exercise, the troops and comman-
dos took part in drills simulating helicopter 
landings behind enemy lines, and urban warfare 
above and below ground. They also practiced 
close-range combat and military takeover tech-
niques.

The occupying regime of Israel’s so-called 
‘David’s Sling’ missile system, which targets 
medium to long-range missiles, was also used 
in the maneuver.

Moreover, forces also simulated both night-

time and day-time combat situations at the 
Ze’elim training facility, which was built to 
look exactly like a Palestinian city.

The drill comes some three weeks after the 
Zionist regime’s war ministry and the U.S. Mis-
sile Defense Agency completed a test aimed at 
ensuring Israeli and American missile systems 
can operate cooperatively in a future war.

During the trial, the physical connectivity be-
tween the systems was tested. The test involved 
sites scattered around the United States, Europe 
and Occupied Palestine. 

Elisra Group, which is an Israeli manufacturer 
of high-tech electronic, led the trial, which was 
designed to see if David’s Sling and Arrow sys-
tems could link up with American systems.

Also in February, the U.S. and the occupying 
regime of Israel held joint ‘Juniper Cobra’ exer-
cise in Occupied Palestine. The drill is held ev-
ery two years between United States’ European 
Command and the Israeli military.

Zionist and U.S. authorities claim that grow-
ing military cooperation is aimed at countering 
terrorism. However, critics blame the U.S. and 
the occupying regime for pursuing a vicious 

agenda amid ongoing militancy in the Mideast 
region.

‘Safe Zone’ in Syria

Kamal al-Labwani, a Syrian opposition figure 
with strong ties to the Zionist regime, has con-
firmed an increased interest in the creation of a 
so-called safe zone in southern Syria.

On July 11, the Israeli army deployed several 
bulldozers and a tank 300 meters (328 yards) 
inside Syrian territory in Quneitra and began 
digging, threatening to shoot anyone who ap-
proached them.

According to Labwani, the zone is supposed 
to run 10 kilometers deep into Syrian territory 
and approximately 20 kilometers along the Syr-
ian border.

The developments come as Damascus govern-
ment says the occupying regime of Israel and 
its Western and regional allies are aiding Takfiri 
militant groups operating inside the Arab coun-
try.

The Syrian army has repeatedly seized 
huge quantities of Israeli-made weapons and 
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UN Envoy for Syria Due in Tehran 
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- UN Special Envoy for 

Syria Staffan de Mistura will arrive here on Sunday 
to hold talks with senior Iranian officials ahead of the 
resumption of talks to end the five-year conflict in the 
Arab country. De Mistura is about to exchange views 
with Iranian Foreign Minister Muhammad Javad 
Zarif and Deputy Foreign Minister for Arab and Afri-
can Affairs Hussein Jaberi Ansari. They will discuss 
the latest developments in the war-stricken country 
and the upcoming peace talks in Geneva.
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Russia to Loan Iran 2.2 Billion Euros  
 MOSCOW (Dispatches) -- Moscow is set to allocate 

a $1 billion loan to Tehran for the construction of a 
power plant in Iran’s southern Hormuzgan province, 
says Russian Minister of Energy Alexander Novak.

“A draft agreement on two credit extensions has 
been prepared. The total amount is 2.2 billion euros 
with one billion euros for construction of a power 
plant in Iran,” Novak said after a meeting with Ira-
nian Minister of Communications and Information 
Technology Mahmoud Vaezi in Moscow.

Defense Minister Obeidi: 

Iran Helping Iraq Liberate Mosul 

Putin Merges Crimea Into 
Russian District

This grab from Press TV shows Iraqi Defense Minister Khalid al-Obeidi talking to the Iranian English-lan-
guage news channel in Baghdad, July 29, 2016.
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Zionists, U.S. Hold Secret Military Drill

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) 
-- The U.S. has taken another mi-
nuscule step toward easing trade 
restrictions against Iran, allowing 
international companies to fly Amer-
ican-made aircraft to the Middle 
Eastern country. 

Iranians are increasingly becom-
ing uneasy about the consequences 
of a landmark nuclear deal with the 
West and other countries, which 
was presumed to put an end to 
years of sanctions on the Islamic 
Republic.    

However, top Iranian authorities 
have accused Washington of de-
ception as a series of contradictory 
signals and ambiguous laws have 
deterred companies from dealing 
with Iran.

Faced with Iran’s criticism, the 
U.S. government has taken some 
perfunctory measures in an effort to 
dispel increasing qualms about its 
commitment to the nuclear agree-
ment known as the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).   

On Friday, the U.S. Treasury’s 
Office of Foreign Assets Control is-
sued a license allowing U.S.-made 
planes to have “temporary sojourn” 
in Iran.

It means international airlines 
could use U.S.-made planes or 
planes with U.S. parts in their 
flights to Iran without being wor-
ried about possible punitive action 
by the American government.

The new decision, however, is 
more symbolic because interna-
tional airlines have already been 
frequently flying U.S.-built aircraft 
to Iran.  

According to Jonathan Epstein, 
an attorney at Holland & Knight in 
Washington, the new license would 
provide greater assurance to avia-
tion companies, especially lessors.  

“Technically there was no legal 
way to fly to Iran, so U.S. lessors 
tended to say no, or it caused a lot 
of angst in the U.S. leasing com-
munity that these planes were being 
flown there,” Epstein told Reuters.

Friday’s announcement resolved 
some of the ambiguity surrounding 
such trips, he said. “It was techni-
cally not allowed but was akin to 
speeding,” Epstein said.  

The permission, however, comes 
with a number of strings attached.

Under the U.S. Treasury’s re-
quirements, the planes would stay 
in Iran no longer than 72 hours at 
a time.

The license also only covers 
fixed-wing aircraft rather than air-
craft like helicopters. Companies 
further are not allowed to store 
spare parts in Iran, among other 
conditions.

Iran Air and Boeing reached a 
memorandum of agreement in 
June, under which the U.S. avia-
tion giant would sell a total of 80 
aircraft to Iran and help the country 
lease a further 29 under a $25 bil-
lion contract.

However, a groundswell of oppo-
sition is building up among pro-Is-
raeli politicians in the U.S. against 
plans to sell aircraft to Iran.

Earlier this month, the Republi-
can-controlled U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives approved measures to 
block the sale of Boeing aircraft to 
Iran.

Boeing’s European rival Airbus 
is also awaiting Washington’s ap-
proval of an agreement with Tehran 
over the purchase of 118 planes, 
worth over $27 billion.

Boeing CEO Dennis Muilenburg 
said this month that if Boeing can’t 
sell airplanes to Iran Air, then no-
body should be able to. 

U.S. Gives Jet of Hot 
Air Instead of Boeings 

Iran has helped Iraq in critical times

Military ties between Iranian and Iraqi forces strong

Iranian advisors in Iraq at the request of Baghdad government 

A greater war possible if Turkey doesn’t pull out troops  

Iraq would have definitely fallen without Iran’s support 


