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SYDNEY (The Guardian) – The 
head of Amnesty International in 
Australia has criticized Australia’s 
“inconsistent approach” to human 
rights, saying it could damage the 
country’s bid for a seat on the United 
Nations human rights council.

Amnesty International Australia’s 
national director, Claire Mallinson, 
said the Turnbull government’s 
refusal to criticize comments by 
Donald Trump made positive moves 
like the recent decision to ratify the 
optional protocol against torture 
“ring hollow”.

“One moment it is saying absolutely 
nothing when the leader of the free 
world is talking about waterboarding, 
and the next it is saying, ‘yes, we 
want to ensure that torture will not 
happen on our shores’,” Mallinson 
told Guardian Australia.

“I don’t believe that is what the 
Australian public wants to see from 
its leaders.”

Mallinson made the comments 
ahead of the release of the 2017/17 
State of the World’s Human Rights 
report, which criticized Australia 
for its continued use of offshore 
immigration detention and for 
the reported abuses of Indigenous 
children in youth justice facilities, 
including abuses at the Northern 
Territory’s Don Dale detention centre 

that prompted a royal commission.
As of 30 November there were 383 

people held in indefinite detention 
on Nauru, including 44 children and 
49 woman, and around 900 men in 
detention on Manus Island, despite 
the Papua New Guinea supreme 
court ruling their detention unlawful.

Mallinson said the refugee 
resettlement deal struck with the 
United States in November was “in 
essence government acknowledging 
that this is an unsustainable 
situation”.

But she said doubt cast on the deal 
by Trump, who called it a “dumb 
deal”, had caused further distress to 
those awaiting resettlement. 

“The reality is the government 
could end this tomorrow,” she said. 
“It could put all of these people on a 
plane and resettle them in Australia 
and end their misery, rather than 
effectively being held hostage as a 
deterrent. They could do that today, 
they don’t have to wait for the U.S., 
or Canada, or New Zealand.”

Mallinson said 2016 had seen the 
rise of an “us versus them rhetoric” 
in global politics, which could lead to 
further human rights abuses. 

“Especially if it comes from the 
leader of the free world, it gives 
other countries a bit of license to then 
persecute and discriminate,” she said.

Washington (CNN) – The 
FBI rejected a recent White 
House request to publicly knock 
down media reports about 
communications between Donald 
Trump’s associates and Russians 
known to U.S. intelligence during 
the 2016 presidential campaign, 
multiple U.S. officials briefed on 
the matter tell CNN.

White House officials had 
sought the help of the bureau 
and other agencies investigating 
the Russia matter to say that 
the reports were wrong and that 
there had been no contacts, the 
officials said. 

The reports of the contacts were 
first published by The New York 
Times and CNN on February 14.

The direct communications 
between the White House and 
the FBI were unusual because 
of decade-old restrictions on 
such contacts. Such a request 
from the White House is a 
violation of procedures that limit 

communications with the FBI on 
pending investigations.

Late Thursday night, White 
House press secretary Sean 
Spicer objected to CNN’s 
characterization of the White 
House request to the FBI.

“We didn’t try to knock the 
story down. We asked them to 
tell the truth,” Spicer said. The 
FBI declined to comment on this 
story.

The discussions between the 
White House and the bureau 
began with FBI Deputy Director 
Andrew McCabe and White 
House Chief of Staff Reince 
Priebus on the sidelines of a 
separate White House meeting 
the day after the stories were 
published, according to a U.S. 
law enforcement official. 

The White House initially 
disputed that account, saying that 
McCabe called Priebus early that 
morning and said The New York 
Times story vastly overstates 

what the FBI knows about the 
contacts. 

But a White House official 
later corrected their version of 
events to confirm what the law 
enforcement official described.

The same White House official 
said that Priebus later reached 
out again to McCabe and to FBI 
Director James Comey asking for 
the FBI to at least talk to reporters 
on background to dispute the 
stories. A law enforcement 
official says McCabe didn’t 
discuss aspects of the case 
but wouldn’t say exactly what 
McCabe told Priebus. 

Comey rejected the request for 
the FBI to comment on the stories, 
according to sources, because the 
alleged communications between 
Trump associates and Russians 
known to U.S. intelligence 
are the subject of an ongoing 
investigation. 

The White House did issue its 
own denial, with Priebus calling 
The New York Times story 
“complete garbage.” 

“The New York Times put 
out an article with no direct 
sources that said that the Trump 
campaign had constant contacts 
with Russian spies, basically, 
you know, some treasonous type 
of accusations. We have now 
all kinds of people looking into 
this. I can assure you and I have 
been approved to say this -- that 
the top levels of the intelligence 
community have assured me that 
that story is not only inaccurate, 
but it’s grossly overstated and it 
was wrong. And there’s nothing 
to it,” Preibus said on “Fox News 
Sunday” last weekend.

FBI Refused White House 
Request to Knock Down 

Trump-Russia Stories
NEW YORK (Dispatches) – The 

United Nations has slammed 
the Zionist regime for a “lenient 
sentence” handed down to a 
Zionist trooper over the killing of a 
Palestinian.
“We are deeply disturbed at the 

lenient sentence that’s been given 
by the Tel Aviv Military Court 
earlier this week to an Israeli soldier 
who was convicted of unlawfully 
killing a wounded Palestinian in an 
apparent extrajudicial execution,” 
said Ravina Shamdasani, the 
spokeswoman for the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, 
during a news briefing in Geneva 
on Friday.
On March 24, 2016, Zionist 

Sergeant Elor Azaria shot Abdel 
Fattah al-Sharif point-blank 
in the head in Tel Rumeida 
neighborhood of al-Khalil in what 
has been described by the UN as 
an “extrajudicial execution” of a 
young man who was already shot 
and incapacitated.
 ------------------------------------------- 
BEIJING (Press TV) – North 

Korea has reportedly directed rare 
and harsh criticism at China, its 
major international ally, accusing 
Beijing of giving in to the United 
States’ demands by tightening its 
own sanctions against Pyongyang.
Without directly mentioning China, 

the official Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) said in a statement 
that “a neighboring country,” 
which often claims to be a “friendly 
neighbor,” was abandoning 
Pyongyang in favor of the U.S., 
according to South Korea’s Yonhap 
news agency.
“This country, styling itself a big 

power, is dancing to the tune of 
the U.S.,” the statement reportedly 
read.
China, North Korea’s key economic 

benefactor, announced on Sunday 
that it would suspend all coal 
imports from North Korea until the 
end of this year. China’s Ministry of 
Commerce said it took the measure 
in line with the punitive sanctions 
imposed last year by the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
over North Korea’s missile and 
nuclear tests. 
 -------------------------------------------
LAHORE (Independent) – At least 

eight people have been killed and 
more than 30 others injured in an 
explosion that hit a busy shopping 
area in Pakistan’s second-largest 
city.
Local authorities initially said the 

blast was caused by an electrical 
generator but police said it was 
a bomb – the latest in almost a 
fortnight of continuous terror 
attacks.
Cities across Pakistan had been 

put on high alert following a recent 
spate of deadly terrorist attacks 
in the South Asian country. The 
Pakistani military announced a 
day earlier that a massive counter-
terrorism operation had been 
launched after a week of bombings 
in the country that claimed at least 
100 lives.
 -------------------------------------------
CALIFORNIA (Press TV) – Two 

dozen protesters were arrested by 
police in Anaheim, California, 
during a rally attended by hundreds 
of people calling for the arrest of 
an off-duty white police officer who 
fired a gun during a scuffle with a 
Hispanic teenager.
The shooting by the Los Angeles 

police officer that ignited the protest 
and was captured on a cell phone 
video. Nobody was wounded in the 
shooting.
Some of the 300 protesters threw 

rocks at police officers in riot gear, 
kicked police cars and blocked 
intersections as they marched and 
chanted “don’t shoot the kids” 
and “whose streets, our streets”, 
the Los Angeles Times reported on 
Thursday.
Police said 24 people were 

arrested for “misdemeanor charges 
including failure to disperse.”
The Los Angeles Police Department 

(LAPD) said it has launched an 
internal investigation into the 
officer’s actions but insisted the 
confrontation “began over ongoing 
issues with juveniles walking across 
the officer’s property.”

Amnesty Censures 
Australian Rights Abuses

SARAJEVO (Press TV) – 
Bosnian Muslims have formally 
submitted an appeal for a revision 
of an international court ruling that 
cleared Serbia of blame for killings, 
rapes, and “ethnic cleansing” during 
a war in the 1990s.

The ruling, issued by the United 
Nations’ International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) in The Hague in 2007, 
had exonerated Serbia of direct 
responsibility for the listed incidents 
of violence in Bosnia during the 
violent breakup of Yugoslavia in 
the 1990s, though it said Serbia had 
failed to prevent genocide.

Bosnia’s Muslim leader Bakir 
Izetbegovic, however, said on 
Thursday that the truth needed to 
be clarified regarding the 1992-
1995 Bosnian war, which claimed 
the lives of an estimated 100,000 
people.

“Everyone needs the truth, even 
those who oppose it, a truth that 
will be written by international 
judges, experienced and impartial,” 
Izetbegovic told reporters.

He defended the decision to 
deliver the appeal at the ICJ 

despite opposition from the Serb 
and Croatian members of Bosnia’s 
tripartite presidency.

Bosnian Muslims’ legal team 
says the appeal is based on “new 
arguments.”

Meanwhile, Mladen Ivanic, the 
Serbian member of the tripartite 
presidency, criticized the appeal, 
saying it could affect the function 
of the three-member system 
representing Bosnia’s three main 
ethnic groups. “I fear that we have 
entered a very serious crisis,” he 
told reporters.

The Serb side claimed that 
the Muslim side violated the 
constitution and the 1995 Dayton 
agreement — which ended the war 
— by filing the appeal at the ICJ.

In a related development, the 
ambassadors of major powers, 
including Russia and the United 
States, met in Sarajevo on Thursday 
in an attempt to resolve the dispute 
out of court. The ambassadors 
issued a rare joint statement, in 
which they urged all sides to resolve 
their disputes through dialog and 
avoid moves leading to tensions.

On January 9, 1992, Bosnian 
Serbs declared separation from 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, triggering 
a bloody three-year war, notorious 
for its mass ethnic killings and 
persecution of Bosnian Muslims 
and Croats by Serbs.

In July 1995, Serbian death squads 
butchered over 8,000 Muslim 
Bosnian boys and men in Srebrenica 
in a few days in the worst atrocity in 
Europe since World War II.

Former Bosnian-Serbian political 
leader Radovan Karadzic was 
sentenced to 40 years in prison for 
his role in the Srebrenica killings, 
considered genocide by the UN-
backed International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 
(ICTY).

In its 2007 ruling, the ICJ, too, 
had concluded that genocide 
had occurred in Srebrenica, but 
not elsewhere in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

Bosnian Serb wartime army 
chief Ratko Mladic’s trial for his 
role in war crimes, crimes against 
humanity, and genocide at the ICTY 
is still ongoing.

KUALA LUMPUR (Dispatches) 
– Malaysian police authorities have 
identified the chemical used in the 
killing of the half-bother of North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un as 
extremely toxic VX nerve agent that 
has no known uses except in chemical 
warfare.

Inspector General of Police Khalid 
Abu Bakar said in a statement on 
Friday that the Center for Chemical 
Weapons Analysis at the Chemistry 
Department carried out preliminary 
tests to identify the type of chemical 
used in the murder of Kim Jong-
nam.

“The centre did dry swabs on the 
eyes and face of the victim. The 
chemical substance on the exhibits 
has been identified as VX nerve 
agent,” Khalid said.

He added that VX is classified 
as a chemical weapon under the 
Schedule 1 of the Chemical Weapons 
Convention Act 2005 and Chemical 
Weapons Convention Act 1997.

“Other exhibits are still being 
analyzed,” he said.

The UN has declared VX -- the 
most lethal nerve agent ever created 
-- a weapon of mass destruction that 
fatally disrupts the nervous system 
once absorbed through the skin.

Malaysian police officials 
announced on February 14 that 
46-year-old Kim had been attacked 
by two female assailants at the 
departure hall of the Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport a day earlier. 
The female attackers, who have been 
arrested, reportedly wiped some 
form of toxic agent over Kim’s face. 

He died en route to the hospital.
North Korea has lambasted 

Malaysia for performing an 
“immoral and illegal” autopsy on 
the dead body of the North Korean 
leader’s exiled half-brother.

The North’s official Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA) on 
Thursday denounced Malaysian 
authorities for having a “sinister 
purpose” in handling the case and 
playing politics with the corpse of “a 
citizen of the DPRK [the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea] bearing 
a diplomatic passport.”

Reports said Kim was traveling 
under an alias, and it was not 
clear what country had issued the 
“diplomatic passport” that the 
KCNA claimed he was carrying.

Apart from the two female assassins 
— an Indonesian and a Vietnamese 
— Malaysia has detained two 
men, one of them a North Korean 
national, in connection with the 
killing. Malaysia has also said that 
it “strongly” believes that four other 
suspects, who fled Malaysia the day 
of the killing, have arrived in the 
North Korean capital of Pyongyang.

North Korean media had largely 
been silent on the issue until 
Thursday. The KCNA said in its 
report that the Malaysian authorities 
were in collusion with South Korea, 
the North’s neighbor and long-time 
adversary. It said Malaysia had 
initially confirmed that Kim “died 
of [a] heart stroke” but changed the 
account when South Korean media 
published “false” news that he had 
been “poisoned to death.”
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FBI Director James Comey (C) arrives at the U.S. Capitol for 
a classified briefing on Russia for all members of the House of 

Representatives, January 13, 2017 Hill in Washington, DC.  

The file photo shows detained asylum-seekers looking through a fence at the 
Manus Island detention center, in Papua New Guinea, on March 21, 2014.  


