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establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Prior to the rallies, the Leader had called on the nation to attend the dem-

onstrations en masse in response to the new U.S. administration’s hostile 
rhetoric and threats against the Islamic Republic.

“These are the third and fourth generations of the Revolution, who are 
standing against the enemy and making themselves heard with determina-
tion,” the Leader said in reference to the youths that actively took part in 
the rallies.
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rich fishing grounds, along with oil and gas deposits.
The United States has criticized Beijing’s construction of man-made is-

lands and build-up of military facilities in the sea, and expressed concern 
they could be used to restrict free movement.
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 in Germany and seen a rise in poll numbers for the far-right Alternative 
for Germany (AfD) party.

However, the AfD’s popularity took a knock after comments by the par-
ty’s Thuringia state chairman in which he referred to the Berlin Holocaust 
Memorial as a “monument of shame”, leading to his expulsion

The party, which was originally founded in 2013 on an anti-euro platform, 
shifted geared to rail against immigrants after 2015’s mass influx of refu-
gees from Syria.

It is setting its sights on winning its first seats in national parliament in 
general elections on 24 September.

Campaigning for the Dutch election began Wednesday with anti-Islam 
leader Geert Wilders front-runner in a vote that will test the anti-establish-
ment sentiment that swept Britain out of the European Union and Donald 
Trump into the U.S. presidency.

Wilders, a euroskeptic, anti-immigration fan of Trump, has dubbed the 
March 15 parliamentary election the start of a “Patriotic Spring” in Europe, 
where French and German voters go to the polls in May and September.

Wilders and his Party for Freedom has led in opinion polls for most of the 
past two years, but the fragmented political landscape means a coalition 
government of four or more parties is all but inevitable.

Wilders’ party is expected to get 20% of the popular vote. A simple major-
ity is generally sought to govern, but all but one party have ruled out shar-
ing power with Wilders, whose policies are seen by many as offensive and 
sometimes unconstitutional.

There are 31 parties competing for votes, with 14 likely to win at least one 
seat in the 150-member parliament. The next three largest parties command 
no more than 10 or 11 percent of the vote each.

“The overwhelming majority of Dutchmen basically do not vote for 
(Wilders),” said Kristof Jacobs, a teacher at Radbout University in Nijme-
gen.

So a victory for Wilders is unlikely to lead to the Netherlands leaving the 
European Union, closing the border to Muslim immigrants or reinstating 
the Dutch currency, policies only his party endorses.

In December, Wilders was convicted of inciting discrimination for lead-
ing supporters in a chant that they wanted “Fewer! Fewer! Fewer!” Moroc-
cans in the country.

A study published by the Social Affairs Ministry on Tuesday found that 
up to 40% of the Turks and Moroccans in the Netherlands do not feel they 
belong or are accepted.

The Netherlands, a country of 17 million that relies heavily on foreign 
trade, in 2005 rejected the European constitution and last year voted down 
a treaty for closer EU ties with Ukraine.

A poll by Motivaction on Tuesday showed more than 61% of respondents 
see Dutch politicians as “elitist, unreliable and dishonest.”

Around 37% of likely voters said they hadn’t decided who to vote for.
“I find it difficult to make a decision,” said Renee Keijzer, from the town 

of Volendam. “So much has happened in the world that it is hard to position 
yourself properly.”
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 Trump administration but we are very willing to have interaction with 
them as soon as possible,” Amano said.

He added that the UN nuclear agency remains in “constant interaction” 
with U.S. civil servants.

“Nuclear activities by Iran are reduced and so this is a net gain. What 
is important is to continue to implement” the JCPOA, the IAEA director 
general said.

Also in an interview with The Associated Press on Tuesday, Amano said 
Iran’s stockpile of low-enriched uranium remained below the level re-
quired in the nuclear accord.

“The IAEA is functioning as the eyes and ears of the international com-
munity,” he added.

Iran has denied media reports suggesting that it has agreed to reduce 
its stockpile of uranium enriched to up to 3.67% purity to less than 300 
kilograms as part of the JCPOA.

VIENAA (Press TV) – A senior 
Austrian opposition lawmaker has 
accused Turkey of running an in-
former network via its embassy in 
Vienna aimed at targeting the crit-
ics of President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan and promoting his policies.

Peter Pilz, from the Austrian 
Greens party, said at a news con-
ference that he had sent docu-
ments regarding the activities of 
the network, run by the umbrella 
group ATIB, to the police.

The ATIB is headed by the reli-
gion attaché at Turkey’s embassy, 

Fatih Mehmet Karadas, and over-
sees the activities of dozens of 
mosques across Austria.

“The ATIB umbrella group is an 
instrument of hard, ruthless and, 
in my view, legally unacceptable 
Turkish government politics in Aus-
tria,” Pilz told a news conference.

Pilz noted that the Turkish gov-
ernment sends imams to work for 
the ATIB to collect information in 
particular about followers of ex-
iled cleric Fethullah Gulen, whom 
Erdogan has accused of plotting 
an attempted coup in Turkey last 

July.
Gulen denies any involvement in 

the abortive coup, which claimed 
the lives of at least 240 people. 
However, the Turkish government 
has arrested tens of thousands of 
people over suspected ties with the 
U.S.-based cleric.

The umbrella organization also 
monitors Turkish Kurds, Turkish 
opposition politicians and journal-
ists in Austria, Pilz added.

Responding to the comments by 
the Austrian lawmaker, the Turk-
ish government and the ATIB is-

sued separate statements, denying 
the accusations.

“We absolutely reject these alle-
gations. We urge Austrian officials 
to act with reason and to refrain 
from statements that would harm 
Turkish-Austrian relations and the 
peace of the Turkish community 
in Austria,” the Turkish Foreign 
Ministry announced in a state-
ment.

In another statement, the ATIB 
said that as an Austrian body it did 
not tolerate any foreign interfer-
ence.

CAIRO (Dispatches) – The Zionist regime’s internal spy agency, Shin Bet, 
says the regime has temporarily withdrawn its ambassador to Egypt, citing se-
curity concerns in the North African country.

“Due to security considerations the return of the foreign ministry embassy 
staff to Cairo has been restricted,” the agency said in a statement without 

elaborating on when the pull-out took place.
However, according to reports the occupying regime’s ambassador to Cai-

ro, David Govrin, had been pulled out of the diplomatic mission at the end 
of last year.

The reports said that the envoy is currently working from al-Quds while Tel 
Aviv hopes that he will be able to return to his post soon.

Egypt has been wracked by a series of terror attacks.
A Daesh-affiliated terrorist group operating in Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula has 

recently stepped up its assaults, taking advantage of the chaos created fol-
lowing the ouster of the country’s first democratically-elected president Mo-
hamed Morsi in July 2013.

Sinai is situated in the northeastern extremity of Egypt and adjoins the oc-
cupied territories and the blockaded Gaza Strip on the east.

Earlier this month, the terrorist group claimed responsibility for firing rock-
ets toward the city of Eilat in territories occupied by the Zionist regime from 
Sinai, an attack which Tel Aviv said caused no damage or casualties.

On September 9, 2011, Egyptian demonstrators stormed the regime’s em-
bassy compound in Cairo in protest at the killing of five Egyptian security 
guards by Zionist troops pursuing militants who had ambushed and killed 
eight Israelis along the border. After several hours, six Zionist security guards 
stuck inside the embassy building were rescued.

The regime’s mission reopened in September 2015 after four years of clo-
sure. 

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) – 
The United Nations has warned of 
a humanitarian catastrophe in Syr-
ia due to deliberate acts of sabotage 
by Daesh terrorists targeting a key 
dam and U.S.-led coalition air raids 
on the facility.

The UN raised alarm about high 
water levels in the Tabqa dam, 
commonly known as the Euphra-
tes dam, an earth-filled facility on 
the Euphrates River located 40 ki-
lometers upstream from the Dae-
sh-held Syrian city of Raqqah.

Water levels on the river have 
risen by some 10 meters since 
January 24 due mainly to the 
Daesh opening of three turbines 
of the dam and partly as a result 

of heavy rainfall and snow, the 
report said.      

“As per local experts, any fur-
ther rise of the water level would 
submerge huge swathes of agri-
cultural land along the river and 
could potentially damage the 
Tabqa dam, which would have 
catastrophic humanitarian impli-
cations in all areas downstream,” 
the UN report further said.

It also noted that the U.S.-led 
aerial attacks had already dam-
aged the entrance to the dam.

“For example, on 16 January 
2017, airstrikes on the western 
countryside of Raqqah impacted 
the entrance of the Euphrates 
dam, which, if further damaged, 

could lead to massive scale flood-
ing across Raqqah and as far 
away as Dayr al-Zawr,” the report 
added.

Syria has been fighting foreign-
sponsored terrorism since March 
2011. UN Special Envoy for Syria 
Staffan de Mistura estimated in 
August last year that more than 
400,000 people had been killed in 
the Syrian crisis until then.

The UN has stopped its official 
casualty count in Syria, citing its 
inability to verify the figures it re-
ceives from various sources.

Kazakhstan says a new round 
of Syria negotiations, which 
was slated to open in Astana on 
Wednesday, has been delayed un-

til Thursday.
“The beginning of the next high-

level session, within the frame-
work of the Astana process on 
the Syrian settlement, has been 
moved to noon of February 16, 
2017,” the Kazakh Foreign Min-
istry’s press service announced 
on Wednesday. 

The statement came hours af-
ter Syria’s state-run television 
network reported that the open-
ing of the negotiations between 
Damascus and opposition groups 
had been put off until Thursday, 
because the delegations of the 
armed opposition and Turkey had 
not arrived in Kazakhstan’s capi-
tal yet.

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – A 
senior member of the Palestinian 
Liberation Organization (PLO) has 
lashed out at U.S. President Donald 
Trump for his swift policy shift from 
Washington’s decades-long support 
for a so-called two-state solution to 
the Zionist-Palestinian conflict.

“This does not make sense,” PLO 
executive committee member Han-
an Ashrawi told AFP on Wednes-
day, adding, “This is not a respon-
sible policy and it does not serve 
the cause of peace.”

“They cannot just say that without 
an alternative,” she added.

On Tuesday, a senior White House 
official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said Washington would 
no longer insist on a “two-state 
solution” to the Zionist-Palestine 
conflict, but would support what-
ever the two sides agree to.

“A two-state solution that does 
not bring peace is not a goal that 
anybody wants to achieve,” the of-
ficial said, adding, “Peace is the 

goal, whether that comes in the 
form of a two-state solution if that 
is what the parties want, or some-
thing else if that is what the parties 
want.”

Husam Zomlot, an adviser to 
Palestinian Authority President 

Mahmoud Abbas, also voiced sur-
prise at the Trump administration’s 
suggestion that a deal between the 
occupying regime and Palestin-
ians may not come in the form of a 
“two-state solution.”

The comments come ahead of a 

meeting between U.S. President 
Donald Trump and Zionist Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu later 
in the day.

The last round of negotiations 
between the occupying regime and 
Palestinians stalled in 2014.

One of the major sticking points 
in the negotiations was the re-
gime’s settlement activities on oc-
cupied Palestinian lands, which are 
viewed by the international com-
munity as unlawful.

Tel Aviv has turned a blind eye 
to Resolution 2334 adopted by 
the United Nations Security last 
December, which condemned the 
establishment of settlements as a 
“flagrant violation under interna-
tional law.”

Emboldened by the inauguration 
of Trump in January, the regime 
has approved the construction of 
some 6,000 settler units in the West 
Bank and al-Quds, which the Pal-
estinians want as the capital of their 
future state.
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U.S. President’s Policy Shift 
On Palestine Nonsensical

This AP photo shows the storming of the Zionist regime’s embassy in 
the Egyptian capital, Cairo, on September 9, 2011.

This file photo shows a Palestinian man searching through his belongings after 
his family home was demolished by Zionist workers in the East al-Quds.
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