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TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC) 
site has said Morteza Tabrizi is an 
integral part of the Zob Ahan in the 
AFC Champions League.

Iran’s Zob Ahan has been drawn in 
Group C along with Saudi Arabia’s 
Al Ahli, Al Ain of the UAE and 
Uzbekistan’s Bunyodkor.

Zob Ahan retained the Hazfi Cup 
with a penalty shootout victory over 
Esteghlal after a 1-1 draw in May’s 
final to ensure a return to the AFC 
Champions League for a second 
successive year.

In 2016, the Isfahan based club 
won four and drew two of their six 
Group Stage games to advance to the 
knockout phase ahead of Lekhwiya, 
Al Nassr and Bunyodkor.

The Iranian side exited in the 
Round of 16, though, as eventual 
runner-up Al Ain ran out 3-1 
aggregate winner.

Zob Ahan’s best ever performance 
came in 2010 when they finished 
runner-up to South Korea Republic’s 
Seongnam Ilhwa Chunma, while 
they also reached the quarter-final 
a year later.

London (Daily Mail) - Usain Bolt 
was crowned Laureus Sportsman of 
the Year for a record equaling fourth 
time on Tuesday night, matching the 
achievement of Roger Federer and 
Serena Williams.

The 30-year-old completed the 
hallowed triple-triple of Olympic 

sprint titles in Rio last summer 
only to have one of his gold medals 
stripped from him after relay team-
mate Nesta Carter was exposed as a 
doper.

Bolt confirmed he had already 
handed back the gold medal from the 
100m relay at Beijing 2008 for it to be 

redistributed to Trinidad and Tobago, 
who were upgraded from silver. 

‘I took it back to the Jamaican 
Olympic Association,’ he said, ‘so 
they have it now.’ 

The Jamaican was presented his 
Laureus award by Michael Johnson 
and rebuked the suggestion he might 

continue to Tokyo 2020.
‘For me I’m satisfied with what I’ve 

done,’ he said, ‘If it was up to me I 
would’ve hung my shoes up after the 
Olympics, but the fans begged me to 
continue. I’m still in good shape, I’m 
not fat so I want to run as many races 
as possible.’

TEHRAN (Press TV) - Iranian 
billiard players have exhibited 
commendable skills at the West 
Asian Championship for Billiard 
Sports in Jordan, and claimed two 
medals at the regional tournament.

On Tuesday evening, Iran’s 
Armin Mahmoudi suffered a close 

8-9 defeat in his individual 9-ball 
contest against Waleed Majid of 
Qatar at the semi-final round of 
the competitions in the Jordanian 
capital city of Amman, and landed 
in the third place to receive a 
bronze medal.

Mahmoudi had earlier in the day 

overcome Mazen Berjawi — a 
representative from Lebanon — 
9-7 to secure a place among the top 
four billiard players.

Another Iranian sportsman, 
Saeed Aboulesani, fell to 
Mohammed Shehab of the United 
Arab Emirates 2-3 in the final 15-

ball pool game on Monday, and 
finished as the runner-up to receive 
the silver medal.

The West Asian Championship 
for Billiard Sports started in 
Amman, Jordan, on February 11, 
and will finish on February 16, 
2017.

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Iranian 
football club Naft Tehran completed 
the signing of former Alanyaspor 
attacker Sajjad Shahbazzadeh on 
Wednesday.

He has joined Naft Tehran until 
the end of the season.

Shahbazzadeh had already 
joined Tractor Sazi football team 
but canceled his deal after FIFA 
imposed January transfer ban on 
Tabriz based club.

The 27-year-old striker had been 
linked with Iranian giants Esteghlal 
and Persepolis.

Shahbazzadeh left Turkish club 
Alanyaspor in January 2017 after 
not receiving adequate playing 
time.

He has already played for Iranian 
teams Saipa and Esteghlal.

Naft Tehran has previously signed 
former Bolton midfielder Andranik 
Teymourian.

NEW YORK (Reuters) - The 
New York Knicks are the NBA’s 
most valuable team for the second 
consecutive year despite having been 
shut out of the playoffs since 2013, 
according to a Forbes poll released on 
Wednesday that showed the average 
team value rose 9 percent.

The Knicks’ value rose to $3.3 
billion, up 10 percent from last 
year, as they continue reaping the 
rewards of a $1 billion renovation 
to Madison Square Garden, which 
produced new revenue opportunities 
from sponsorships and seating.

According to Forbes, the Knicks 
also posted an NBA-record 
operating profit of $141 million 
last season, despite a 32-50 season 

record. It was the first season of the 
team’s new local cable deal with 
MSG, which paid $100 million in 
year one.

The Los Angeles Lakers ($3 
billion), Golden State Warriors 
($2.6 billion), Chicago Bulls ($2.5 
billion) and Boston Celtics ($2.2 
billion) rounded out the top five.

The reigning NBA champion 
Cleveland Cavaliers were ranked 
11th out of the league’s 30 teams 
with a 9 percent jump in value to 
$1.2 billion.

The Cavaliers, Los Angeles 
Clippers and Oklahoma City 
Thunder all lost money last season 
due to excessive payrolls that 
triggered the luxury tax.

PARIS (Dispatches) - Angel di 
Maria scored twice as Paris St-
Germain stunned Barcelona to leave 
the Spanish side in danger of failing 
to reach the Champions League 
quarter-finals for the first time in a 
decade.

PSG dominated this last-16 first-
leg tie throughout and took the lead 
through Di Maria’s curled free-kick.

Julian Draxler added a second with 
an angled drive before Di Maria 
curled an effort into the top corner.

Edinson Cavani then sealed a 
famous win with a powerful fourth.

A lacklustre Barcelona - with 

Lionel Messi, Luis Suarez and 
Neymar largely anonymous - did 
not produce an effort of note until 
seven minutes before the end when 
Samuel Umtiti headed on to the 
post.

The defeat leaves Luis Enrique’s 
side with an almighty task to stay 
in the competition when they host 
PSG in the return leg on 8 March.

No side has managed to overturn 
a four-goal first-leg deficit in the 
Champions League.

Barcelona breezed into the 
knockout stage by topping Group C, 
winning five of the six games they 

played.
Their one defeat was also the only 

time they conceded three goals in a 
group-stage game, when they lost 
3-1 at Manchester City.

At least in that match they 
managed to score - Messi putting 
them ahead at Etihad Stadium - but 
at the Parc des Princes on Tuesday 
they barely troubled Kevin Trapp in 
the PSG goal.

The visitors regularly squandered 
possession and looked lethargic 
throughout. When they have not 
been at their best in the past, their 
star players have stepped up. But on 

this occasion they offered nothing.
Messi, so often capable of creating 

something from nothing, made 
uncharacteristic mistakes and was at 
fault for PSG’s second when he lost 
the ball to Draxler, who then played 
a one-two with Marco Verratti to 
slice through a static defence and 
put the French side in control.

It was one of the worst Barcelona 
performances in recent memory but 
PSG were also at their absolute best 
and, in truth, could have won by an 
even bigger margin.

They finished the game with 16 
shots on goal, 10 of those on target.

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Iranian 
national football team’s head 
coach Carlos Queiroz has praised 
SC Heerenveen striker Reza 
Ghoochannejhad.

The Iranian international forward 
returned to SC Heerenveen after 
managing just five goals in 43 
appearances Charlton Athletic.

He joined the Dutch Eredivisie side 
and has been scoring goals for fun. 
The 29-year-old has scored 15 goals 
in 26 games for the club this season.

His total of 12 Eredivisie goals is 
second only to Nicolai Jorgensen of 
Feyenoord.

“He scores goals when the team 
needs him,” Iran coach Carlos 
Queiroz told ESPN FC in January. 
“There are not many Asian strikers 
who score regularly in Europe, and 
he has worked hard to get where he 
is. He is a team player who works 
hard in defense, but whatever the 
team’s situation, he can get you a 
goal.”

TEHRAN (Press TV) - Iran 
men’s national beach soccer team 
has chalked up a narrow win at the 
Persian Beach Soccer Cup in the 
southern Iranian port city of Bushehr, 
edging past the Polish squad in its 

opening match at the international 
sports event.

The Iranian outfit defeated the 
Eastern European team 3-2 in a 
match staged at Bushehr Tourism 
Village on Tuesday evening.

Iran’s forward Mohammad Ali 
Mokhtari opened the scoring only a 
few minutes into the game, before 
Polish player Karim Madani netted 
the equalizer from the penalty spot 
and at the turn of the first twelve-

minute period.
After the first interval, Iranian 

defender Amir Hossein Akbari 
grasped a marvelous opportunity to 
place the ball at the back of Poland’s 
net and double the scoreboard.

Akbari seized another perfect 
chance a few minutes later and 
scored a brace to put Iran national 
beach soccer team 3-1 ahead.

The Poles then tried hard to reduce 
the deficit, and Witold Ziober 
managed to strike Poland’s second 
goal as the clock ticked toward the 
final whistle.

Earlier in the day, Italy conquered 
reigning Euro Beach Soccer League 
champion Ukraine 7-6 in the 
tournament.

The Persian Beach Soccer Cup 
kicked off in Bushehr, southern 
Iran, on February 14 and will come 
to close on February 16, 2017.

The international sports event has 
brought together national beach 
soccer teams from the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, Italy, Poland and 
Ukraine.
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