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KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) - 
Malaysian police probing the killing 
of the half-brother of North Korea’s 
leader arrested a woman Wednesday 
as they tried to unravel a Cold War-
style assassination the South said 
was carried out by Pyongyang’s 
agents.

As Seoul pointed the finger at 
poison-wielding female spies 
from North of their shared border, 
police in Kuala Lumpur said they 
were holding a woman with a 
Vietnamese passport.

Her arrest came around 24 hours 
after news broke of the death of 
Kim Jong-Nam, the elder sibling 
of North Korean leader Kim Jong-
Un, with reports saying female 

assassins had sprayed toxins in his 
face at Kuala Lumpur International 
Airport.

CCTV images that emerged in 
Malaysian media, purportedly of 
one of the suspects, showed an 
Asian woman wearing a white top 
with the letters “LOL” emblazoned 
on the front.

Malaysian police Chief Khalid 
Abu Bakar said 28-year-old Doan 
Thi Huong was arrested at the 
airport on Wednesday morning -- 
two days after the killing.

The suspect was “positively 
identified from the CCTV footage 
at the airport and was alone at the 
time of arrest,” Khalid said in a 
statement.

MOSCOW (Reuters) - Russia 
said on Wednesday it would not 
hand back Crimea to Ukraine or 
discuss the matter with foreign 
partners after the White House 
said U.S. President Donald Trump 
expected the annexed Black Sea 
peninsula to be returned.

Moscow says an overwhelming 
majority of Crimeans voted to 
become part of Russia in a 2014 
referendum wanting protection 
from what the Kremlin cast as an 
illegal coup in Kiev.

Ukraine says the referendum 
was a sham held at gunpoint after 

Russian troops illegally annexed 
the peninsula, that Russia-friendly 
president Viktor Yanukovych was 
ousted by people power, and that 
Moscow should return Crimea.

“We don’t give back our own 
territory. Crimea is territory 
belonging to the Russian 
Federation,” Maria Zakharova, 
spokeswoman for the Russian 
Foreign Ministry, told a news 
briefing on Wednesday.

The 2014 annexation prompted 
the United States and the European 
Union to impose sanctions on 
Russia, plunging Western relations 

with the Kremlin to their worst 
level since the Cold War.

White House spokesman Sean 
Spicer said on Tuesday that Trump 
expected and wanted to get along 
with Russia, but was expecting 
Moscow to hand Crimea back.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov, when asked about Spicer’s 
comments, said President Vladimir 
Putin had already explained why 
Crimeans had turned to Russia.

“The theme of returning Crimea 
will not be discussed ... Russia 
does not discuss its territorial 
integrity with foreign partners,” 
Peskov told a conference call with 
reporters.

Trump had not raised the Crimean 
issue in a Jan. 28 phone call with 
Putin, Peskov noted, saying the 
Kremlin would try to make contacts 
with the Trump administration to 
try to improve ties which he said 
were in “a lamentable state.”

Vyacheslav Volodin, speaker of 
the State Duma, the lower house 
of parliament, told MPs any talk 
of Crimea’s status amounted to a 
challenge to Russia’s territorial 
integrity.

Volodin, a close Putin ally, told 
the Interfax news agency Trump 
had promised in his election 
campaign to work to improve 
relations with Russia.
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PODGORICA (AFP) - 
Montenegro’s parliament 
voted Wednesday to strip two 
pro-Russian opposition MPs 
of their immunity, paving the 
way for their arrest for alleged 
involvement in a failed coup 
last October.
The vote took place as several 

hundred people protested 
outside the assembly against the 
move, accusing the government 
of linking the opposition to what 
they said was a “fake coup.”
Prosecutor Milivoje Katnic has 

requested that parliament allow 
the prosecution and detention 
of Andrija Mandic and Milan 
Knezevic, who are both leading 
members of the opposition 
Democratic Front (DF).

***
DAKAR (AP) — The World 

Health Organization has 
declared an end to the yellow 
fever outbreak that killed 
about 400 people in Congo and 
Angola, calling it “one of the 
largest and most challenging” 
in recent years.
The outbreak, first detected in 

Angola in late 2015, caused 965 
confirmed cases and thousands 
of suspected cases in both 
countries, the WHO said in 
a statement Tuesday. Neither 
country has reported a new 
confirmed case in the past six 
months.
The global health agency said 

more than 30 million people 
were vaccinated in emergency 
campaigns to control the 
outbreak in the two neighboring 
countries, which have among 
the world’s weakest health 
systems.

***
BRUSSELS (AP) — The chief 

of the European border and 
coast guard agency says migrant 
deaths in the Mediterranean on 
the Libya-to-Italy smuggling 
route have increased to a record 
level despite ever more rescue 
vessels trying to prevent mass 
drownings.
Frontex Executive Director 

Fabrice Leggeri said 
Wednesday “we face a kind 
of sad paradox” that as the 
international community 
increases efforts to send more 
rescue ships close to Libya, 
smuggling rings pack ever 
more people onto unseaworthy 
boats and push them out toward 
the open sea.
He said the recorded number 

of migrant drowning deaths 
in 2016 — 4,579 — might be 
much less than the true loss 
of life. He says this “is tragic 
and the reasons are well 
known: the number of migrants 
now (arriving) on very small 
dinghies.”

***
WELLINGTON (Dispatches) 

— Hundreds of people in New 
Zealand’s second-largest city 
were evacuated from their 
homes Wednesday as wildfires 
burned down several houses 
and threatened to encroach 
further into some suburbs.
The mayors of Christchurch 

City and the adjacent Selwyn 
District declared a state of 
emergency. Selwyn Mayor 
Sam Broughton said changing 
winds had made the fires 
unpredictable.
He said the region had 

been unusually dry for three 
years and the grass in the 
hills had turned brown over 
the Southern Hemisphere 
summer.
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VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
Francis insisted Wednesday that 
indigenous groups must give prior 
consent to any economic activity 
affecting their ancestral lands, a 
view that conflicts with the Trump 
administration, which is pushing to 
build a $3.8 billion oil pipeline over 
opposition from American Indians.

Francis met with representatives of 
indigenous peoples attending a U.N. 
agricultural meeting and said the key 

issue facing them is how to reconcile 
the right to economic development 
with protecting their cultures and 
territories.

The Cheyenne River and the Standing 
Rock Sioux tribes have sued to stop 
construction on the final stretch of the 
Dakota Access pipeline, which would 
bring oil from North Dakota’s rich 
Bakken fields across four states to a 
shipping point in Illinois.

The tribes say the pipeline threatens 

their drinking water, cultural sites 
and ability to practice their religion, 
which depends on pure water. The last 
piece of the pipeline is to pass under a 
reservoir on the Missouri River, which 
marks the eastern border of both tribes’ 
reservations.

The company building the pipeline, 
Texas-based Energy Transfer Partners, 
has insisted the water supply will be 
safe.

Francis didn’t cite the Dakota pipeline 
dispute by name and the Vatican press 
office said he was not making a direct 
reference to it. But history’s first Latin 
American pope has been a consistent 
backer of indigenous rights and has 
frequently spoken out about the plight 
of Indians in resisting economic 
development that threatens their lands.

In the waning days of the Obama 
administration, amid protests over 
construction that led to some 700 
arrests, federal agencies that have 
authority over the reservoir said they 
would not give permission for pipe to 
be laid until an environmental study 
was done.

U.S. President Donald Trump 
reversed course and last month 
instructed the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers to proceed with building the 
pipeline.

PARIS (AP) — French President 
Francois Hollande is calling for 
new security measures around the 
country’s presidential race, notably 
to protect against hacking.

Hollande’s order came after the 
campaign of centrist Emmanuel 
Macron accused Russia of trying to 
sway the April 23-May 7 election.

Hollande asked top security 

officials Wednesday to present 
electoral security measures next 
week “including in the cyber 
domain.”

Mounir Mahjoubi, head of digital 
campaigning for Macron, told The 
Associated Press that his team 
identified thousands of hacking 
attempts originating from Ukraine 
in recent weeks.

Mahjoubi says the attempts 
coincided with what he called 
a fake news operation targeting 
Macron in Russia-sponsored media 
in France.

Macron’s leading rivals, Francois 
Fillon and Marine Le Pen, want to 
lift sanctions against Russia, while 
Macron has been less friendly 
toward Moscow.

SANTO DOMINGO (AFP) - 
Two journalists were shot dead 
during a live radio broadcast in the 
Dominican Republic, police and 
media said.

Unidentified attackers burst into 
the 103.5 FM studios as presenter 
Luis Manuel Medina was reading 
the news on air on Tuesday and 
shot him dead, station employees 
were quoted as saying by local 
media.

Moments before that the station’s 
director Leonidas Martinez was 
killed in his office, they said.

In a video of the broadcast, 
which was streamed on Facebook, 
gunfire is heard as Medina reads 
the news and a woman’s voice is 
heard calling “Shots, shots!”

“Two people have died and one 
has been injured,” national police 
spokesman William Alcantara told 
reporters. He identified the injured 
person as the station’s secretary.

The attack occurred at the radio 
station’s office in San Pedro de 

Macoris, east of the capital Santo 
Domingo.

Medina was presenting the 
influential investigative news 
show “Milenio Caliente,” or “Hot 
Millenium,” on Tuesday morning 
in the Caribbean nation, which 
shares the island of Hispaniola 
with Haiti and is a popular beach 
destination for foreign tourists.

The Miami-based Interamerican 
Press Society (SIP) condemned 
the 103.5 FM “tragedy” in a 
statement.

Its press freedom chief Roberto 
Rock urged investigators “to shed 
light on the killings and bring 
those responsible to justice, to 
prevent impunity from protecting 
those who want to keep generating 
violence against the media.”

Media rights watchdog 
Reporters Without Borders 
says that journalists who tackle 
corruption and drug trafficking in 
the Dominican Republic often fall 
victim to attacks.

NEW DELHI (Press TV) 
- The Indian Space Research 
Organization says it has 
“successfully” launched more than 
100 satellites into orbit aboard a 
single rocket, setting a new global 
record.

The ISRO said on Wednesday 
that the launch had been carried 
out earlier in the day from a 
location in southern India, adding 
that the launch included nano 
satellites weighing less than 10 
kilograms.

The breakthrough was a record 
in single-day launches. Russia 
had sent 37 satellites in a single 
launch in 2014.

“All 104 satellites were 
successfully placed in orbit,” 
said ISRO Chairman A.S. Kiran 
Kumar, adding that the satellites 
belonged to different countries.

A later statement by the ISRO 
said 96 of the satellites were 
from customers in the United 
States, three were India’s own 
and the remaining five were from 
countries in Europe and Asia.

Kumar said half of the cost of 

the Wednesday launch had been 
provided through commercial 
fees.

Over the past years, India has 
strived to outpace rivals in the 
multi-billion space launch market. 
The country charges less than its 
competitors in Europe and North 
America, making the firms that 
place satellites into orbit closely 
monitor the advances made by the 
ISRO.

The Indian government continues 
to make huge investments in 
space technology, which allows 
the country to provide various 
services to people living in hard-
reaching areas.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
hailed the “remarkable feat 
by ISRO” on Wednesday. In a 
message posted on Twitter, he said 
the launch was “yet another proud 
moment for our space scientific 
community and the nation.”

India seeks to send astronauts 
into space, an endeavor only 
undertaken by the United States, 
the former Soviet Union and the 
European Union.
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The Rostov-On-Don submarine sails past the guided missile cruiser 
Moskva during the Navy Day celebrations in Sevastopol, Crimea.

Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) Chairman Kiran Kumar 
Rao (R) displays models of CARTOSAT-2 and Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV-C37) as he speaks to media after the launch of Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C37) on the island of Sriharikota, 

India, February 15, 2017. (Photo by AFP)


