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BEIJING (Dispatches) - The United 
States should not allow a delegation 
from Taiwan to attend U.S. President-
elect Donald Trump’s inauguration, 
China’s foreign ministry said on 
Wednesday, raising a new bone of 
contention in Beijing’s relations with 
the incoming government.

Trump broke with decades of 
precedent last month by taking a 
congratulatory telephone call from 
Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen, and he 
has also said the “One China” policy 
was up for negotiation, a position 
Beijing strongly rejected.

A Taiwan delegation, led by former 
premier and ex-ruling party leader 
Yu Shyi-kun, and including a Taiwan 
national security adviser and some 
lawmakers, will attend Friday’s 
inauguration, Taiwan’s foreign 
ministry said this week.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying said 
China was opposed to Taiwan using 
any excuse to send people to the 
United States to “engage in activities 
to interfere in or damage China-U.S. 

ties”.
China has never renounced the use of 

force to bring Taiwan under its control, 
and proudly democratic Taiwan has 
shown no interest in wanting to be run 
by Beijing.

Meanwhile, the Taiwanese military 
has begun two days of exercises 
simulating a Chinese invasion at a time 
of increased tensions between Taipei 
and Beijing.

Troops started practicing combat 
skills with tanks, artillery, and 
helicopters in the city of Taichung as 
part of annual exercises on Tuesday. 
Fighter jets and naval vessels were also 
deployed to the Taiwan Strait, where 
the passage earlier of a Chinese fleet 
ruffled feathers in Taipei.

“The military has active measures to 
deal with the situation in the Taiwan 
Strait and the South China Sea so 
the public can rest assured. We will 
enhance training 365 days a year,” 
said Chen Chung-chi, a spokesman for 
Taiwan’s military.

Signals across the strait — and 
beyond

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
(AP) — Malaysia’s foreign 
minister said Wednesday that 
the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation is expected to call for a 
halt to violence against Myanmar’s 
Rohingya Muslim minority and for 
the safe return of refugees.

Malaysia, which has urged 
Myanmar to stop what it calls 
a policy of genocide toward 
Rohingya, is hosting a meeting of 
foreign ministers from OIC nations 
in Kuala Lumpur on Thursday to 
discuss the crisis.

Security forces in Buddhist-
majority Myanmar are accused 
of widespread abuses against 
Rohingya, including killings, rape 
and the burning of thousands of 
homes that have driven an estimated 
65,000 Rohingya to flee across the 

border to Bangladesh in the past 
three months.

Malaysian Foreign Minister 
Anifah Aman said the matter is 
worrying to the OIC because it was 
established to protect the Muslim 
community.

He said the OIC envoy for 
Myanmar, Syed Hamid Albar, 
will brief the ministers from the 
57-member OIC about the crisis.

A communique to be issued at 
the end of the one-day meeting 
is expected to call on Myanmar 
to “abide by its obligations under 
international law and prevent the 
worsening of what is now an acute 
humanitarian crisis” in its Rakhine 
state, where most Rohingya live, he 
said. It will also urge Myanmar to 
ensure the safe return of displaced 
Rohingya, he said.

Anifah said Malaysia will push 
for Myanmar to allow “unimpeded 
access for humanitarian assistance 
to reach the Rohingya.”

Myanmar’s army began a 
crackdown in Rakhine in October 
after nine policemen were killed 
in attacks along the border. The 
government and the army have 
rejected accusations of abuses and 
killings, saying they have simply 
been conducting a “clearance 
operation” in the region.

Rohingya villagers and activists 
say hundreds of civilians have 
been killed. The number cannot be 
verified because authorities have 
limited access for aid workers and 
journalists to areas where the deaths 
occurred. Recent satellite images 
show thousands of houses were 
burned.

Malaysia Says OIC 
Will Push Myanmar to 
Halt Rohingya Crisis

NEW YORK (AP) — As 
Donald Trump approaches his 
inauguration, young Americans 
have a deeply pessimistic 
view about his incoming 
administration, with young 
blacks, Latinos and Asian 
Americans particularly  are 
concerned about what’s to come 
in the next four years.
That’s according to a new 

GenForward poll of Americans 
aged 18 to 30, which found that 
the country’s young adults are 
more likely to expect they’ll be 
worse off at the end of Trump’s 
first term than better off. Such 
young Americans are also far 
more likely to think Trump will 
divide the country than unite 
it, by a 60 percent to 19 percent 
margin.
Fifty-two percent of young 

whites, 72 percent of Latinos, 
66 percent of Asian-Americans 
and 70 percent of blacks think 
Trump’s presidency will lead to a 
more divided nation.
  ---------------------------------------
MOSCOW (NY Times) — A day 

after President Obama commuted 
the sentence of Chelsea Manning, 
the Russian government clarified 
on Wednesday the fate of Edward 
J. Snowden, the other main source 
of secrets about United States 
surveillance in recent years.
Snowden, a former National 

Security Agency contractor who 
was granted asylum in Russia in 
2013, will be allowed to remain 
in the country for “a couple 
more years,” Maria Zakharova, 
a spokeswoman for the Foreign 
Ministry, said on Facebook.
 ----------------------------------------  
WASHINGTON (CNN) - A 

man has injured himself while 
starting a fire outside the 
Trump International Hotel in 
Washington.
DC Fire and EMS received a call 

at 9:23 p.m. about an individual 
setting himself on fire.
“We did arrive and did find a 

male adult with burns and we 
transported that patient to an 
area hospital with potential but 
not life-threatening burns,” 
DC Fire and EMS Department 
spokesman Vito Maggiolo told 
CNN Wednesday.
According to CNN’s ABC affiliate 

WJLA, the man attempted to start 
the small blaze outside the Trump 
hotel but was burned badly in the 
process and taken to a hospital 
for treatment.
 ----------------------------------------  
 MAIDUGURI,Nigeria 

(Dispatches) - The death toll from a 
botched air strike on Boko Haram 
terrorists in northeast Nigeria 
rose to 70 on Wednesday, as aid 
agencies indicated more could die 
without urgent treatment.
Nigeria called Tuesday’s incident 

at a camp for displaced people in 
Rann a mistake and blamed the 
“fog of war”, sparking strong 
condemnation from aid agencies 
working in the crisis-hit region.
The International Committee 

of the Red Cross (ICRC), which 
lost six members of its Nigerian 
affiliate, said: “It is estimated that 
70 people have been killed and 
more than 100 wounded.”
 ----------------------------------------  
BEIJING (Dispatches) - China is 

suspending local meteorological 
bureaus from issuing smog alerts, 
media reported Wednesday, raising 
suspicions the government is 
attempting to suppress information 
about the country’s air pollution as 
public anger over the issue grows.
China’s Meteorological 

Administration notified local 
bureaus Tuesday to “immediately 
stop issuing smog alerts”, 
according to a photo of a notice 
posted on China’s Twitter-like 
social media platform Weibo.
Instead, the local departments 

can issue alerts for “fog” when 
visibility is less than 10 km, 
according to the notice.

China Wants No 
Taiwan Team at Trump 

Inauguration

NEW DELHI (Bloomberg) 
-Taking a swipe at both Pakistan 
and China, Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has said countries 
need to stop supporting terrorism 
and start respecting territorial 
sovereignty.

India will not hold talks with 
Pakistan as long as New Delhi’s 
nuclear-armed neighbor continues 
to support terrorism, Modi said 
in a foreign policy speech. In a 
likely reference to Pakistan, he 
said countries in the region that 
export terrorism stand “isolated 

and ignored.”
“India alone cannot walk the 

path of peace, it also has to be 
Pakistan’s journey to make,” 
Modi said at a conference in New 
Delhi. “Pakistan must walk away 
from terror if it wants to walk 
toward dialogue with India.”

The Indian prime minister also 
made a rare, veiled reference to 
Beijing’s $46 billion investment 
in the China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, or CPEC, which passes 
through parts of the disputed 
region of Kashmir that are 

administered by Pakistan but 
claimed by India. 

The remarks come after the 
failure of Modi’s diplomatic 
attempts to soothe relations with 
both Pakistan and China over the 
last two-and-a-half years, and at a 
time when India-China relations 
are at a new low point. They also 
come ahead of several crucial 
state-level elections in India, 
where Modi’s Bharatiya Janata 
party is campaigning in part on 
the administration’s tough stance 
on Pakistan.

GAO, Mali (Dispatches) - A car 
bomb explosion has killed dozens 
of people and injured many others 
in a military camp in northern Mali.

The explosives planted in the 
vehicle were detonated at the camp 
in the northern city of Gao on 
Wednesday. The army says at least 
37 people were killed.

The camp houses Malian soldiers 
and members of various rival 
armed groups, who fight in line 
with the United Nations (UN)’s 
peacekeeping force, known as 
MINUSMA, to quell violence in 

the region.
The UN’s peacekeeping force, 

which has more than 11,000 
military and police personnel from 
various countries throughout the 
vast Sahel region, has lost more 
than 30 peacekeepers over the last 
year.

Human Rights Watch accused 
the government on Wednesday 
of failing to protect its people in 
its northern and central regions 
from terrorists. Rights groups say 
terrorists force Malian families to 
give up their children to them.

The group described in its new 
report the way militants have 
occupied villages and attacked UN 
peacekeepers.

Mali’s Security Minister Salif 
Traore declined to respond to the 
report, but said he is well aware of 
security challenges in the country, 
which has been witnessing 
violence in its northern regions 
since 2012.

Since 2013, French forces 
have been present in the country 
in a declared mission against 
militancy.

GENEVA (Reuters) - UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
said on Wednesday he is determined 
to reform the world body and to see 
a diplomatic “surge” to overcome 
obstacles in peace talks.

Guterres said the United Nations 
was irreplaceable and its actions 
had reduced suffering. “But I’m 
also aware of the shortcomings 
and the failures of the UN,” he told 
reporters.

“That’s why I’m totally committed 
first of all to a surge in diplomacy 
for peace, to make the UN more 
effective in trying to address the 
dramatic multiplication of conflicts 
that we are witnessing and to put 
full priority on the prevention of 
those conflicts.”

Under Guterres’ predecessor Ban 
Ki-moon, the UN tried and has so 

far failed to make peace between 
warring sides in Syria, Yemen and 
Libya, while wars in Ukraine, South 
Sudan, Nigeria and elsewhere have 
continued unabated.

An early test for Guterres will be 
UN-led talks to reunify Cyprus, a 
decades-old conflict that has pushed 
Greece and Turkey to the brink of 
war in the past.

Officials from both sides of the 
divided island, as well as Greece, 
Turkey and Britain, opened a round 
of technical talks at a secluded 
Swiss resort on Wednesday to try to 
pave the way for a potential deal at 
talks in Geneva later this month.

In the previous round of Cyprus 
talks, UN envoy Espen Barth 
Eide said Guterres had been very 
active and involved almost daily in 
negotiations.

Guterres Vows UN Reform, 
Diplomatic ‘Surge’

Modi Takes Shots at China, Says No Talks 
With Pakistan

Mali Car Bomb ‘Kills At Least 37 People’ in Gao

Malaysian Foreign Minister Anifah Aman speaks during a press conference a day before the Extraordinary 
Session of the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers on the situation of the Rohingya Muslim Minority in 

Myanmar at a conference center in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2017. 

Malian troops and members of rival armed groups conduct regular 
patrols in a bid to secure northern Mali

United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres speaks to 
journalists during a breakfast briefing at the European headquarters of 

the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, January 18, 2017.


