
WASHINGTON  (Reuters) - Highlights from 
National Basketball Association games on Tues-
day:

Warriors 107, Heat 95
Warriors point guards Stephen Curry com-

piled 24 points, nine assists and eight rebounds 
in Golden State’s hard-fought victory over the 
road-weary and injury-plagued Miami Heat.

Kevin Durant chipped in with 28 points as the 
Warriors were able to overcome Heat center 
Hassan Whiteside’s 28 points and 20 rebounds.

Playing for the fifth time on a six-game trip, the 
Heat led by as many as 10 points in the first half 
and were up 54-53 at halftime on the strength of 
a 16-point, 10-rebound haul by Whiteside.

However, Durant opened the third period with 
a three-pointer, and Golden State never trailed 
again.

Jazz 100, Cavaliers 92
Gordon Hayward scored 28 points and collect-

ed nine rebounds, and Rodney Hood added 18 
points to lead the Utah Jazz to victory over the 
Cleveland Cavaliers.

Six players scored in double figures for the 
Jazz, including Rudy Gobert, who had 11 points 
and 14 rebounds for his 27th double-double of 
the season.

LeBron James scored 29 points and Kyrie Ir-
ving added 20 points to lead Cleveland. Tristan 
Thompson chipped in 12 points and 12 rebounds.

Wizards 101, Bulls 99
John Wall hit the game-winning jump shot with 

five seconds remaining as the Washington Wiz-
ards rallied from an 18-point deficit for a 101-99 
win over the Chicago Bulls.

Wall led the way with 26 points and 14 assists. 
Bradley Beal and Markieff Morris each had 19 
points for Washington.

Denzel Valentine scored a career-high 19 points 
on five three-pointers for Chicago. Carter-Wil-
liams and Robin Lopez each scored 14 points, 

and Rajon Rondo had 12 points in 27 minutes 
after not playing the previous five games.

Rockets 121, Hornets 114
James Harden finished with 40 points, 15 re-

bounds and 10 assists, his 11th triple-double, as 
Houston topped a resurgent Charlotte.

After Rockets reserve forward Corey Brewer 
sank a three-pointer for a 108-90 lead with just 
over eight minutes left, the Hornets responded 
with a 21-2 surge.

Kemba Walker scored a team-high 25 points 
for the Hornets, and Frank Kaminsky added 22 
points.

Raptors 114, Celtics 106
DeMar DeRozan led the way with a 41 points 

as Toronto avoided a third straight loss, defeat-
ing Boston.

The Raptors closed out the fourth quarter on a 
19-4 run that ended the Celtics’ four-game win-
ning streak.

Raptors center Jonas Valanciunas added a ca-
reer-high 23 rebounds and 18 points. Kyle Low-
ry chipped in with 24 points, nine assists and 
four rebounds in the win.

Isaiah Thomas led the Celtics with 27 points 
and seven assists.

Hawks 117, Nets 97
Dwight Howard and Dennis Schroder record-

ed double-doubles as Atlanta ran their winning 
streak to a season-high seven games with a vic-
tory over Brooklyn.

Howard collected 14 points and 16 rebounds in 
27 minutes for his 25th double-double of the sea-
son. Schroder paced the Hawks with 19 points 
and 10 assists for his sixth.

Paul Millsap added 14 points and eight re-
bounds.

Brook Lopez scored 15 of his 20 points after 
halftime for the Nets.

Bucks 109, Spurs 107
Malcolm Brogdon hit the go-ahead three-point-

er with 1:08 to play and added a free throw in the 
final seconds as the Milwaukee Bucks stunned 
the San Antonio Spurs.

Reserve forward Michael Beasley, who scored 
a season-high 28 points, tied the game 101-101 
at the 3:22 mark on a driving layup and after a 
poor shot by the Spurs’ Kawhi Leonard, Jabari 
Parker’s layup gave the Bucks a 103-101 lead 
with 2:56 to play.

Trail Blazers 108, Lakers 87
CJ McCollum scored 25 points as the Trail 

Blazers continued their dominance of the Lakers 
in a 108-87 rout.

Damian Lillard shook off an awful first half 
to collect 20 points, eight rebounds and six as-
sists, while Maurice Harkless added 14 points 
for Portland.

Luol Deng scored 13 of his 14 points in the first 
half to lead the Lakers (15-27), who scored only 
30 points in the second half.

The Lakers have not defeated the Trail Blaz-
ers since a 107-106 victory on March 3, 2014 in 
Portland.

Kings 100, Pistons 94
DeMarcus Cousins scored 24 points and made 

one of two key three-pointers in the final two 
minutes as the Sacramento Kings rallied to a 
100-94 victory over the Detroit Pistons.

Cousins went 4-for-5 from three-point range, 
and his last one with 56 seconds remaining 
vaulted Sacramento to a four-point lead. It came 
after Detroit guard Reggie Jackson missed the 
second of two free throws at the other end to 
keep the Pistons trailing by one at 95-94.

Garrett Temple made three three-pointers, in-
cluding one that put the Kings ahead 95-92, their 
first lead since early in the first quarter.

Anthony Tolliver finished with 17 points and 
made two free throws with 5.5 seconds left to 
cap Sacramento’s rally from a 70-52 third-quar-
ter deficit.

NYON (AP) -- UEFA has 
banned Partizan Belgrade from 
the Champions League and 
Europa League for the next 
three seasons because of unpaid 
debts.

The ruling from UEFA says 
the 2015 Serbian champions 
had racked up almost 2.5 mil-
lion euros ($2.6 million) in 
unpaid debts as of September, 
most of it to social and tax au-
thorities in Serbia.

A three-year ban is unusually 
severe, but UEFA ruled it 

was needed because Partizan 
had broken rules on unpaid 
debts three times in the last 
five years.

Citing ‘’a remarkably similar 
set of circumstances’’ to Par-
tizan’s last debt case in 2013, 
when it was given a suspended 
one-year ban from European 
competitions, UEFA’s Club 
Financial Control Body said 
only a harsher punishment ‘’is 
appropriate and also capable 
of producing a general deter-
rent effect.’’

SYDNEY (Indian Express) - For-
mer No. 1 Caroline Wozniacki’s 
streak of not advancing past the 
quarterfinals in her past seven Syd-
ney Internationals was extended in 
stifling heat on Wednesday.

In temperatures reaching 40 de-
grees Celsius (104 degrees Fahren-
heit) for much of the match, Wozni-
acki lost 7-5, 6-7 (6), 6-4 to Barbora 
Strycova in a duel that stretched to 
3 hours, 19 minutes.

Both players were treated for foot 
injuries during a grueling second 
set at Ken Rosewall Arena. Woz-
niacki came back from 5-2 down 
in that set, and then 5-0 in the tie-
breaker, to win it and force a third 

set.
“It was brutal out there … but you 

just try and think like you’re on a 
beach drinking pina coladas,” Woz-
niacki said. “That’s basically your 
train of thought. You know that it’s 
the same for both players, so I was 
just trying to mentally just try and 
keep cool.”

In the semifinals, Strycova will 
play Agnieszka Radwanska. The 
second-seeded Pole beat Chinese 
qualifier Duan Yingying 6-3, 6-2.

Former Wimbledon finalist 
Eugenie Bouchard continued her 
strong start to the year with a 6-2, 
6-3 quarterfinal win over Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova.

BEIJING (AFC) -  Marcello 
Lippi’s China PR will have to be 
content with a play-off for third 
place at the China Cup after 
losing to Iceland 2-0 in the new 
international friendly tourna-
ment’s opener on Tuesday.

Following a goalless first half, 
Kjartan Finnbogason opened 
Iceland’s account 20 minutes 
after the restart and Aron Sig-
urdarson completed his nations 
win a minute before full-time.

Iceland will now go up 
against the winner of the match 
between Chile and Croatia and 
China will face the loser on 
Saturday.

Marcello Lippi’s side is cur-
rently bottom of Group A in the 
third round of qualifying for 
the 2018 FIFA World Cup with 
one point from five games. 
They have, however, already 
qualified for the AFC Asian 
Cup UAE 2019.

Iran’s Azmoun to 
Stay at Rostov

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Ira-
nian national football team’s 

international striker Sardar 
Azmoun will stay at Rostov 

FC until the end of the sea-
son. 

The Iranian striker has 
caught of the eyes of big 
European clubs after show-
ing a series of impressive 
displays for Russian outfit 
Rostov.
Liverpool, Ajax and 

Borussia Dortmund have 
expressed their interests in 
signing Azmoun in the Jan-
uary transfer window.
“Azmoun will go nowhere. 

We talked to the player and 
he accepted to stay in the 
club until the end of the sea-
son. I think he has made the 
best decision,” chairman of 
the FC Rostov Board of Di-
rectors Ali Uzdenov said.
The Iranian international 

striker has started his train-
ing under guidance of Ros-
tov coach Kurban Berdyev.

Wozniacki’s Sydney International 
Ends Again at Quarterfinals

Mao Jianqing (C) of China competes during the match between China 
and Iceland at 2017 China Cup International Football Championship in 
Nanning, capital of south China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region
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BERLIN (Deutsche Welle) - Bay-
ern Munich’s Holger Badstuber will 
join Schalke on loan for the rest of 
the season. The German interna-
tional has been plagued by injuries 
of late, having made just 18 Bundes-
liga appearances in the last four 
years. The Bundesliga’s defending 
champions and Schalke confirmed 
on Tuesday Badstuber will have a 
medical in the coming days. With 
only one completed first-team game 
under his belt this season, there may 
be some doubt about his match fit-
ness for Schalke’s next match with 
Ingolstadt on January 21.

But Bayern chairman Karl-Heinz 
Rummenigge said the center back 
was raring to go:

“He is physically fit again and 

wants to get more starts, so he 
asked us to move to Schalke 04 on 
a loan basis,” Rummenigge said. 
“We’re happy to comply with this 
wish. We hope that Holger will get 
a lot of minutes on the pitch and 
we wish him the very best. “

Badstuber, who has 31 caps for 
his country, made his Bayern debut 
in 2010 and was a regular starter 
for the Bavarians before injuries 
took their toll. He’s hoping to re-
gain fitness with Markus Weinzi-
erl’s side.

“I am grateful that Bayern have 
complied with my wish. I’d like 
to get the match practice I need at 
Schalke and I look forward to my 
time in Gelsenkirchen,” the center 
back said.
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