
TEHRAN (IRNA) – Head of Islamic 
Culture and Relations Organization 
voiced the institute’s readiness to set up 
Iranian studies departments in South 
African universities and African studies 
departments in the Iranian universities.

In a meeting with the country’s deputy 
minister of culture and arts, Abuzar Ebra-
himi-Torkaman said that establishing cul-
tural ties with other countries is the duty of 
the organization.

Iran’s cultural relations with South Africa 
are strong and improving, he said, appre-

ciating Rejoice Mabudafhasi’s activities in 
the field of culture and her interest in Iran 
and its culture.

In today’s world, the issue of cultural ties 
is among the serious topics requiring fur-
ther attention, Ebrahimi said, noting that 
for the same reason, efforts are underway 
to get the agreement on cultural exchanges 
between Iran and South Africa signed and 
implemented at the earliest. 

Hoping that Iranian studies would be 
promoted in South Africa, he said, ‘We are 
ready to establish Iranian studies depart-

ments in South African universities and 
African studies departments in Iranian rep-
utable universities.’ 

Mabudafhasi, for her part, said that this is 
the fourth time she is visiting Iran, noting 
that given her attitude towards Iran and its 
culture, she considers herself an honorary 
citizen of Iran in all her cultural activities.

The African official also hoped that the 
two countries’ cultural exchanges agree-
ment would be signed during the visit of 
the country’s president to Iran in earlier 
2016.
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TEHRAN (FNA)- Representative 
of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Office 
in Iran Sivanka Dhanapala praised 
Iran’s “exemplary” hospitality and 
assistance to refugees.

“The measures taken to provide 
health insurance coverage to ref-
ugees in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran are unmatched at the global 
level,” Dhanapala said, addressing 
a ceremony in the province of Fars, 
Southern Iran, on Tuesday evening.

He said that Iran and Pakistan are 
hosting the highest number of Af-
ghan refugees, adding, “Iran has 
provided the best conditions for 
them in education, living condi-
tions and medical treatment.”

Dhanapala reiterated that Iran’s 
endeavors are unparalleled by any 

country hosting foreign displaced 
refugees.

In January, Dhanapala said, “The 
Islamic Republic of Iran has been 
hosting one of the largest urban 
populations of refugees in the 
world in the last three decades,” 
Dhanapala said.

He noted that the Iranian gov-
ernment has in various emergency 
conditions properly heeded its re-
sponsibilities in offering humani-
tarian contributions most effective-
ly.

Iran has been a generous host for 
more than 2 million Afghan refu-
gees for three decades, with little 
help from the international com-
munity.

Tehran has called on the inter-
national community to strengthen 

support for Iran for hosting the Af-
ghan refugees and provide repatria-
tion support for the refugees.

Voluntary repatriation of Afghan 
refugees from Iran has slowed in 
recent years in the face of poor se-
curity and economic conditions in 
Afghanistan, which Tehran blames 
on the US-led invasion of the coun-
try in 2001.

UNHCR first opened an office 
in Iran in 1984 and expanded its 
presence with the massive influx 
of Iraqi refugees following the Per-
sian Gulf War in 1991 and the start 
of Afghans’ mass return movement 
to Afghanistan in 1992.

Today UNHCR has its Central of-
fice representation in Tehran, plus 
three sub offices in Mashhad, Ker-
man and Shiraz.

UNHCR Official: Iran’s Supports 
for Refugees “Exemplary” 

(November 26)

Today is Thursday; 5th of the Iranian month of Azar 1394 solar hijri; corresponding to 14th of the Islamic 
month of Safar 1437 lunar hijri; and November 26, 2015, of the Christian Gregorian Calendar.
1320 lunar years ago, on this day in 127 AH, Marwan al-Hemar (literally “the Donkey”) started his 
rule as the 14th self-styled caliph of the usurper Omayyad regime by displacing Ibrahim, who days 
earlier had been installed as the new caliph on the death of Yazid III, who in turn had ruled for only six 
months on assuming power after the less than a year rule of the depraved Walid II. This meant that in 
one year four of the so-called caliphs had come and gone after the long reign of the tyrant, Hisham ibn 
Abdul-Malik. Marwan presided over the end of the hated Omayyad regime that was thrown into the 
dustbin of history in 132 AH when he was caught and killed in Egypt, while fleeing the advance of the 
Abbasids from Khorasan to Iraq and Syria. The dynasty had been founded by the Godless Mu’awiyah 
ibn Abu Sufyan, on his seizure of the caliphate from the Prophet’s grandson, Imam Hasan Mojtaba 
(AS) in 41 AH by deceiving the Muslim masses and imposing a treaty, whose clauses he violated. The 
Abbasids – descendants of Abbas, an uncle of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA) – now usurped political 
power by exploiting the sentiments of the people of Iran, Iraq and Hijaz, for the Ahl al-Bayt, but turned 
out to be as cruel as the Omayyads, as is evident by their persecution of the Prophet’s progeny and 
martyring of 6 of the Infallible Imams through poisoning.
1142 lunar years ago, on this day in 295 AH, Abu Ibrahim Isma’il I, the most prominent Amir (ruler) 
of the Iranian Samanid Dynasty of Central Asia and Khorasan, died after a reign of 15 years and was 
succeeded by his son Ahmad. Isma’il added Kirman, Sistan and Kabul to his empire. A nominal vassal 
of the Abbasid caliph, he made his capital Bukhara into one of the most glorious cities of the Islamic 
world, rivaling Baghdad and attracting scholars, artists, and doctors of law into the region. The first 
translation of the holy Qu’ran into Persian was completed during Samanid rule, which saw the revival 
of Persian language and literature, along with the patronizing of Arabic. Ismail took Talas, the capital 
of the Qarluq Turks in what is now Kazakhstan, and propagated Islam amongst the inhabitants, with 
the result that as many as 30,000 tents of Turks became Muslim. His campaigns kept the heart of his 
state safe from the raids of the hitherto pagan Turks, and allowed Muslim missionaries to expand their 
activities in the region. The Samanids were descendants of the famous Sassanid general, Bahram Cho-
bin, and had accepted Islam during Abbasid rule. They also propagated the jurisprudence of what came 
to be known as the Sunni school, and it was during their rule that most of the Hadith compilers, like 
Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmizi, Nasa’i, Hakem Nishapuri, and others flourished. They repressed Ismailis, 
because of the fear of the expanding influence of the Fatemid Dynasty of Egypt-North Africa-Syria-Hi-
jaz, but were rather tolerant of Asna Ash’ari or Twelver Shi’ite Muslims.
854 solar years ago, on this day in 1161 AD, the Battle of Caishi occurred in China when a Song 
dynasty fleet fought a crucial naval engagement with Jin dynasty ships on the Yangtze River during 
the Jin–Song Wars. Soldiers under the command of Prince Hailing, the Jurchen Emperor of the Jin 
dynasty, tried to cross the Yangtze River to attack Song China. Yu Yunwen, a civil official, commanded 
the defending Song army. The paddle-wheel warships of the Song fleet, equipped with trebuchets that 
launched incendiary bombs made of gunpowder and lime, decisively defeated the light ships of the Jin 
navy. Hailing was assassinated in a military camp by his own army shortly after the Caishi Battle, while 
a military coup took place in the Jin court, enthroning Emperor Shizong as the new emperor. A peace 
treaty signed in 1165 ended the conflict between Song and Jin.
804 lunar years ago, on this day in 632 AH, the judge and historian, Baha od-Din Yusuf ibn Rafi 
ibn Shaddad, passed away at the age of 93. Born in Mosul in Iraq, he memorized the holy Qur’an in 
childhood and later honed his skills in exegesis, hadith and other sciences. He taught at Baghdad’s 
famous Nezamiyyah Academy, founded by the Iranian statesman, Nezam ol-Molk Tousi, and later 
after visiting several Islamic lands, he went to Syria to serve as advisor to Salaheddin Ayoubi, the 
Kurdish sultan who liberated Palestine and Bayt al-Moqaddas from the Crusader occupation. He was 
an eyewitness to several battles with the Christian invaders from Europe, including the Siege of Acre, 
and wrote the historical work titled “an-Nawader as-Sultaniyyah”, which is an account of the military 
campaigns. His other well-known book is the 4-volume “Dala’el al-Ahkaam” on jurisprudential 
issues.
430 lunar years ago, on this day in 1007 AH, the prominent Iranian Islamic  
Gnostic, jurisprudent, philosopher, and Hadith Authority, Mullah Mohsin Mohammad Fayz Kashani 
was born in Kashan in a family renowned for its learning. He began his education under his father, 
Shah Morteza, who possessed a rich library. At the age of twenty he went to Isfahan to pursue his 
studies, but after about a year moved to Shiraz to study Hadith and jurisprudence with Seyyed Majed 
Bahrani, on whose death he returned to Isfahan where he joined the circle of the great scholar Shaikh 
Baha od-Din Ameli, and attended the lectures of the famous Mir Baqer Damad on philosophy. At the 
age of 23, he departed for Mecca and after performing the Hajj, remained there in order to study Hadith 
with the Lebanese scholar, Mohammad bin Hassan bin Zayn od-Din Ameli (grandson of the Second 
Martyr). On his return to Iran, he studied for 8 years with the philosopher, Mullah Sadra Shirazi, whose 
daughter he married. He later served as Friday Prayer Leader of the Safavid Capital, Isfahan, and 
towards the end of his 82-year fruitful life, returned to his hometown Kashan where he passed away. 
Fayz Kashani was a prolific writer in both Persian and Arabic, with more than a hundred and twenty 
books and treatises to his credit. His widely-read works include “Mahjat-al-Bayza”, “Ayn al-Yaqin”, 
“Tafsir Safi” (exegesis of holy Qur’an), “Abwaab-ol-Jenan” and “al-Waafi” – which is a commentary 
of the famous “Osoul Kafi” of Allamah Kulayni. In addition to composing excellent Persian poetry, 
he wrote “Safinat-an-Nejaat” on astronomy and an exposition of the “Sahifat-as-Sajjadiyya” or 
collection of supplications of Imam Zain al-Abedin (AS)
160 solar years ago, on this day in 1855 AD, Polish author and poet, Adam Mitskevich, died in 
Istanbul, the Capital of the Ottoman Empire, at the age of 57. He was a freedom-seeker and lived in 
the era when Poland had disintegrated as a state and divided up amongst the Russian, Prussian, and 
Austro-Hungarian Empires. Because of his nationalistic tendencies he was kept in Russia from where 
after six years, he fled to France and lectured in literature. He later went to Istanbul to form a Polish 
military unit to fight Russia. He wrote many books including “Polish Pilgrims”.
151 solar years ago, on this day in 1863 AD, US President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed November 26 
as a national Thanksgiving Day, to be celebrated annually on the final Thursday of November, but since 
1941, it has been on the fourth Thursday of November. It has nothing to do with Christian religion or 
similar thanksgiving days that were celebrated sporadically in Britain after such occasions as the defeat 
of the Spanish Armada in 1588.
81 solar years ago, on this day in 1934 AD, veteran Iranian cinema actor, Jamshid Mashayekhi, was 
born. In 1957, he began professional acting on stage and his first feature film role was “Brick and 
Mirror” in 1965. After a four-year break, he acted in “The Cow” (1969) and later the same year in 
“Qaysar”. Today, Mashayekhi commonly appears as an elderly grandfather because of his white hair 
and charismatic face and figure. He received a best performance award for “The Grandfather” in 
1985 from the First Festival of Non-aligned Countries in North Korea. He has endeared himself to the 
Iranian masses through his excellent acting the TV series “Hezar Dastan” and “Kamal ol-Molk”, on 
the famous Iranian master painter of the last century. 
73 solar years ago, on this day in 1942 AD, the scholar and controversial politician, Mohammad 
Ali Foroughi titled Zaka ol-Molk, died at the age of 65. Born in Tehran into a family of Isfahani 
merchants, whose ancestors were said to be Jews from Baghdad who converted to Islam, he was the 
son of Mohammad-Hussain Khan Zaka ol-Molk – a writer, poet, translator and official of the Qajarid 
era. Foroughi learnt French and English, and pursued medical studies at the Dar al-Fonoun until his 
interests shifted to literature and philosophy. In 1907 on his father’s death, he became the Dean of 
the College of Political Sciences. In 1909, he entered politics as a member of Majlis (Parliament). 
He subsequently became speaker of the house and later minister in several cabinets as well as prime 
minister three times during the Qajarid era. He betrayed the Qajars by siding with the British in 
bringing to power the Pahlavi regime, and when Reza Khan was declared the Shah, Foroughi became 
the acting prime minister. Later also he was appointed prime minister by Reza Khan but removed in 
1935. Nonetheless, who was a freemason with links to the secret Zionist network, continued to serve 
the regime despite its blatant misdeeds and oppression of the Iranian people. The books he wrote 
include: “History of Ancient Iran”, “Study of European Philosophy”, and “Sassanid History”. 
36 solar years ago, on this day in 1979 AD, as per a decree issued by the Father of the Islamic Revolution, 
Imam Khomeini (RA) for formation of the twenty million-strong army, the Basij Mobilization Force 
was founded. A popular body which is comprised of faithful, selfless, and hardworking forces has 
played a crucial role in all scenes of the Islamic Revolution, especially during the 8-year Holy Defence 
of the Iranian nation against the US-ordered invasion by Saddam’s regime. The Basij is highly active 
in the social, cultural, industrial, and defence arenas of Islamic Iran. The Late Imam hailed the Basij as 
the manifestation of lofty Islamic ethics.
12 solar years ago, on this day in 2003 AD, prominent jurisprudent, senior revolutionary figure, Islamic 
judge, and MP, Ayatollah Mohammed Sadeq Khalkhali, passed away at the age of 77 in the holy city 
of Qom. Born in the town of Givi in what is now Ardabil Province in northwestern Iran, he entered 
the Qom seminary and in 1955 emerged as a staunch disciple of the Father of the Islamic Revolution, 
Imam Khomeini (RA). He became politically active against the despotic regime of the British-installed 
and US-backed Pahlavi regime, and joined the Fada’iyan-e Islam revolutionary group of Hojjat al-
Islam Seyyed Mojtaba Safavi. On 24 February 1979, shortly after the victory of the Islamic Revolution, 
he was appointed by Imam Khomeini as Head the newly established Revolutionary Courts in order to 
mete out justice to the corrupt anti-Islamic elements. Ayatollah Khalkhali is famous for ordering the 
executions of the Shah’s longtime prime minister, Amir Abbas Hoveida, and Nematollah Nassiri, the 
last head of SAVAK – the notorious terror network of the Pahlavi regime. His resoluteness and sense of 
justice shattered the backbone of US-supported anti-revolutionaries. He also oversaw the pulling down 
of a huge and ugly building overshadowing the holy shrine of the Prophet’s venerable descendent, 
Seyyed Abdul-Azim al-Hassani (AS), in Rayy, which the last Pahlavi ruler had built to house the rotten 
bones of his father, Reza Khan, who had died in exile in Mauritius. An Islamic seminary was built on 
this site, and is today a thriving centre for promotion of religious sciences and humanitarian values. 
After retirement as judge, Ayatollah Sadeq Khalkhali was elected to the Majlis (parliament) for two 
consecutive 4-year terms as representative of the people of Qom.

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio – http://english.irib.ir)

This Day in History

Iran House to Open in Vietnam
ARAK (IRNA) – Vietnamese Ambassador in Tehran said Iran House will open in near future in the Southeast 

Asian country’s largest city Ho Chi Minh.
Speaking to reporters while visiting an industrial and mining exhibition in Markazi Province, Nguyen Hong 

Thach said facilitation of bilateral trade is one of the objectives of the permanent representative office.
Saying that Vietnam is interested in expansion of political and economic ties with Iran, he added, ‘People and 

media have an influential role in promotion of bilateral relations

No. of Workers 
in Japan to 

Decrease 12% 
in 2030

TOKYO — The number of work-
ers in Japan will fall 7.9 million or 
12.4% to 55.61 million in 2030 from 
2014 if the graying country fails to 
attain economic growth and bring 
more women and the elderly into 
the workforce, a government esti-
mate showed Tuesday.

The estimate also showed all of 
Japan’s 47 prefectures will face a 
decline in such working force due 
to a dwindling birthrate and an ag-
ing population, and that non-urban 
areas, which are rapidly aging, 
tend to face larger declining rates 
than urban areas.

The declining rate exceeded 20% 
in eight such prefectures including 
Akita, Aomori and Kochi, while it 
stood at less than 10% in Tokyo, 
Kanagawa, Aichi and two other 
prefectures.

Japan’s total population is ex-
pected to decrease by about 10 
million in 2030 from the current 
level. The working population, 
which is represented by the num-
ber of people employed or engag-
ing in self-owned business in the 
estimate, constitutes important 
data as its sharp decline could lead 
industries to slump and markets at 
home to shrink.

By industry, the number of peo-
ple in the manufacturing industry 
will drop to 8.74 million in 2030, 
compared with 10.04 million in 
2014, while that in the wholesale 
and retail businesses will slip to 
8.47 million from 11 million, ac-
cording to the estimate.

The number of people working 
in the medical and welfare busi-
ness, meanwhile, is estimated to 
rise to 9.1 million from 7.47 mil-
lion amid the aging society.

The estimate was presented by 
the Ministry of Health, Labor and 
Welfare during a meeting of a pan-
el to study employment policies. 
The panel proposed there is a need 
to reform the working culture to 
attract women and the elderly, 
such as by capping long working 
hours.

Under a scenario based on 
a brighter outlook, in which 
real economic growth of 2% is 
achieved annually and more peo-
ple enter the workforce, the num-
ber of employed people will de-
crease 1.82 million in 2030, the 
estimate showed.

Torud is a desert village in the Central District of Shahroud County, Semnan Province.
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Iranian, African Studies Departments Planned

Sivanka Dhanapala (R)

TEHRAN (MNA) – An exhibition 
of graffiti works by prominent Irani-
an and international artisits will be 
put on display at Dena Gallery, Teh-
ran. 

Titled ‘Different Strokes of Tehran’, 
the exhibition will showcase works 
by the most famous graffiti artists 
from Iran and around the world from 
27 November to 7 December, 2015 at 

Dena Gallery in Tehran.
Giancarlo Petrucci, the Italian art-

ist residing in England, is the curator 
of the exhibition. Works by Sandra 
Chevrier, Beejoir, Otto Schade, Icy 
and Sot, Martin Watson, Pez Hous-
ton, Nafir, Vinie Mira, Madc, Ernest 
Zacharevic, Cept, Canvaz, Cart1 
and Levalet will be put on display in 
lithographs and silk-screen. Among 

the mentioned artists, Nafir and Icy 
and Sot are from Iran.

‘Different Strokes’ is an interna-
tional event that will be hosted by 
Tehran this year. The exhibition had 
previously been held in New York, 
Malaysia and Kabul.

Dena Gallery is located at No. 
4, Susan Alley, Sepahbod Gharani 
Street, Ferdowsi Square, Tehran.    

Tehran to Display World’s Most Famous Graffiti’s


