
TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei said on 
Wednesday that Iran would support 
the Palestinian uprising against the 
occupying regime of Israel “in any 
way we can”.

“Despite all the efforts of the Ar-
rogance (the United States) ... and 

even with cooperation from Arab 
countries, the Palestinian intifada 
(uprising) has started in the West 
Bank,” the Leader said. 

“We will defend the movement of 
the Palestinian people with all of 
our existence, and in any way and as 
long as we can,” Ayatollah Khame-
nei told a gathering of volunteer Ba-

sij members. 
 The Leader criticized those who 

call Palestinians “terrorists”, saying 
they are the people protesting the 
occupation of their land.

Since Oct. 1, at least 86 Pales-
tinians have been martyred, some 
while carrying out assaults and oth-
ers in clashes with Zionist forces. 

At least 19 Zionists and an Ameri-
can have been killed in Palestinian 
attacks.

The bloodshed has been fueled 
by Muslim agitation over increased 
visits by Zionist extremists to the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque compound - Is-
lam’s third holiest place in East Je-
rusalem Al-Quds. 

The Palestinians are also frustrat-
ed by the failure of decades of so-
called peace talks to deliver them an 
independent state.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Aya-
tollah Khamenei said those people 
who accuse Basij force of being 
radical are in fact completing the 
enemy’s infiltration project.

The Leader once again explained 
about enemy’s efforts to infiltrate 
the country under various excuses, 
saying, “The issue of enemy’s infil-
tration is a very important issue.”

Ayatollah Khamenei said the fact 
that some people intend to take ad-
vantage of the issue of “influence” 
in favor of their own political fac-
tion, does not reduce the importance 
of this issue because the enemy is 
devising plots against the country.

“Today, infiltrating into (political) 
currents is more dangerous than in-
fluencing individuals,” the Leader 
noted, adding that infiltrating into 
a political current means to build a 
network within the nation by spend-
ing money and banking on sexual

(Continued on Page 7)

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- The 
body of a senior Iranian diplomat 
missing since the Hajj stampede 
in Saudi Arabia in September has 
been identified, Iranian media said 
Wednesday, quashing speculation he 
was kidnapped.

The corpse of Iran’s former am-
bassador to Lebanon, Ghazan-
far Roknabadi, 49, was identified 
through DNA tests, the ISNA news 
agency reported citing reliable 
sources.

“My brothers travelled to Saudi 
Arabia and after seeing his body an-
nounced they have identified him,” 
the ex-diplomat’s brother, Morteza, 
was quoted by the state television 
website as saying.

Roknabadi’s body will be repatri-
ated on Thursday, he added. Iranian 
media did not give details of how 
and when he died.

Roknabadi was attending this 
year’s Hajj when the stampede 

broke out.
More than 2,200 people, including 

464 Iranians, were killed, according 
to tallies given by foreign officials, 
in what was the deadliest disaster in 
the pilgrimage’s history by far.

Until last year, Roknabadi was 
Tehran’s envoy to Beirut, a highly 
sensitive post. The stampede cre-
ated strong tensions between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia.

Many Iranian officials had said 
Roknabadi was still alive and asked 
Saudi Arabia to send him home.

“Our intelligence indicates that 
he is still alive, and we ask Saudi 
Arabia to return him alive,” Deputy 
Foreign Minister Hussein Amir-Ab-
dollahian said in November.

Iran has criticized Saudi Arabia 
for failing to responsibly carry out 
its duties during Hajj, saying Ri-
yadh’s incompetence in handling 
safety at the rituals caused the dead-
ly incident.

MOSCOW (Dispatches) -- The 
surviving crew member of a Rus-
sian warplane shot down by Turkey 
said on Wednesday the plane re-
ceived no warnings from the Turk-
ish Air Force and did not fly over 
Turkish air space, Russian news 
agencies reported.

Turkey shot down the Russian 
plane near the Syrian border on 
Tuesday, claiming it had violated 
its air space, in one of the most 
serious publicly acknowledged 
clashes between a NATO member 
country and Russia for half a cen-
tury.

Navigator Konstantin Murakhtin 
was rescued by Russian and Syr-
ian special forces after ejecting 
from the plane but the pilot was 
shot dead by terrorists as he para-
chuted to the ground.

“There were no warnings, either 
by radio or visually. There was no 
contact whatsoever,” TASS quot-
ed Murakhtin as saying at a hospi-
tal in the Syrian province of Lata-
kia, where Russia has an airbase.

“If they wanted to warn us, they 
could have shown themselves by 
taking a parallel course. There 
was nothing. And the missile hit 
the tail of our aircraft suddenly, 
we did not see it in time to do an 
anti-missile maneuver.”

Ankara had claimed the plane 
was repeatedly warned to change 
course after encroaching on Turk-
ish air space but Moscow has de-
nied that its warplane flew over 
Turkish territory.

Murakhtin also said his jet did 
not leave Syrian airspace.

“I could see perfectly on the map 
and on the ground where the bor-
der was and where we were. There 
was no danger of entering Tur-
key,” he was quoted by Interfax as 
saying.

Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov suggested that the down-
ing of the bomber resembled a 
“planned provocation”.

“We have serious doubts that it 
was an unpremeditated act. 

(Continued on Page 7)

‘All-Out Fight Needed Against Terrorism’
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- President Hassan Rouhani said on 

Wednesday an all-out fight against terrorism requires global 
resolve.

“The battle against terrorism needs the determination of 
all countries,” he said in a meeting with Kazakhstan’s For-
eign Minister Erlan Idrissov here. The international com-
munity must work to stem terrorism with attention to the 
roots of the phenomenon, Rouhani stated. He further warned 
against ignoring terrorism as the “main threat” and said 
cooperation between countries is necessary in overcoming 
the problems in the region.
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Ayatollah Khamenei listens to a report by IRGC chief Major General Muhammad Ali Jafari 
during a meeting with Basij commanders in Tehran.
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TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Iran’s 
President Hassan Rouhani on 
Wednesday called for restraint af-
ter Turkey’s downing of a Russian 
bomber during the aircraft’s opera-
tions against terrorists in Syria. 

The governments of Russia and 
Turkey should handle the issue 
“with insight and prevent the re-
currence of such incidents through 
prudence and patience,” President 
Rouhani said during a cabinet 
meeting here.

On Tuesday, the Turkish mili-
tary shot down a Russian Su-24M 
Fencer aircraft with two pilots on 
board, angering Moscow and dra-
matically escalating tensions in a 
region which is ablaze in raging 
flames of conflict.  

The president also urged all 
countries to prepare for the battle 
against terrorism to establish sta-
bility in the region.

Rouhani warned against any “ex-
tremely dangerous” and “provoca-
tive” act, saying the consequences 
of such measures “legally rest 
with the initiator”. 

“As far as our information indi-
cate, this plane was targeted when 
operating in Syrian territory,” 
Iran’s official IRNA news agency 
quoted him as saying.

The president also called on Tur-
key to be seriously mindful of the 
tense situation in the region.

President Vladimir Putin of Rus-
sia described Turkey’s act as a 
“stab in the back, carried out by 
the accomplices of terrorists”. He 

said the aircraft was shot down 
over the Syrian territory with an 
air-to-air missile from a Turkish 
F-16 warplane. 

Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov said on Wednesday 
that Turkey’s move looked “very 
much like a pre-planned provoca-
tion”.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Muham-
mad Javad Zarif told Lavrov Tur-
key’s downing “sends the wrong 
message to the terrorists” in Syria.

“Such actions will lead to an es-
calation of the Syrian crisis and 
sends the wrong message to the 
terrorist groups,” Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Hussein Jaber-
Ansari said.

“Any measure that increases ten-
sions and complicates the situa-
tion will be a wrong signal to the 
terrorists,” he said.

It makes them “believe they can 
continue their terrorist activities 
… by exploiting the division of 
views among the parties”.

According to the spokesman, 
Zarif stressed that the incident 
once again highlights Syria’s criti-
cal situation, the impact of devel-
opments in the Arab country on in-
ternational peace and security, and 
the need for a united global front 
against terrorism.

“The foreign minister also reiter-
ated that the success of anti-terror 
bids depends on the existence of 
a united regional and international 
will and determination in dealing 
with terrorism,” Jaber-Ansari said. 

Rouhani Urges Restraint 
in Turkey-Russia Row

Five LNG Projects to 
Open in Three Years 

TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Iran expects to bring five LNG projects online in 
the next three years, including a liquefaction facility which is 60% complete, 
head of the National Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) says. 

The country has the world’s largest gas reserves but Western sanctions 
have hampered plans to build Iran’s first facility for freezing gas for ex-
port by special tankers.

NIGC Chief Executive Hamidreza Araqi is hopeful that the most ad-
vanced project, Iran LNG which began construction in 2007 with a ca-
pacity to produce 10 million metric tons a year, would become opera-
tional in the next one and half years.

“Among the five LNG plants under construction, the so-called Iran 
LNG has 60% physical progress and we hope to complete it in the next 
one and half years after finding an investor and enter the LNG market 
thereafter,” he said.

Several European companies have proposed to participate in the proj-
ects but negotiations have yet to be finalized, Araqi said on the sidelines 
of a high-profile summit of Gas Exporting Countries Forum in Tehran.

Royal Dutch Shell, Spain’s Repsol and France’s Total abandoned three 
LNG projects when the West imposed new sanctions on Tehran in 2011, 
banning supply of energy equipment including high-tech liquefaction ar-
ticles.

A nuclear accord reached in July requires sanctions to be lifted around 
early next year, setting off a surge of new interest in business with Iran 
among international companies.

The resumption of the three projects along with Iran LNG and another 
plan to build a facility for floating production of LNG will create a ca-
pacity for 40 million metric tons of frozen gas a year which Iran seeks to 
export entirely.
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