
VIENNA (Dispatches) -- A top 
Iranian negotiator said Wednes-
day anti-Iran sanctions must be 
lifted simultaneously with the 
implementation of a comprehen-
sive nuclear agreement between 
Iran and the group of six countries 
(P5+1).

Abbas Araqchi said that par-
ties involved in the nuclear talks 
with Tehran must annul the cur-
rent economic and financial 
sanctions on the Islamic Repub-
lic on the day a potential deal on 
the country’s nuclear program 
goes into effect.

He made the remarks upon his 
arrival in this Austrian capital, 
where a fresh round of nuclear 
talks is going on between mem-
bers of the Iranian team and rep-
resentatives of the six countries.

Araqchi added that Iran, for 
its part, will have to carry out 
a series of “time-consuming” 
measures for the sanctions to be 
lifted, adding the two sides are 
working on a timetable to syn-
chronize their undertakings after 
the deal is finalized. “Some solu-
tions have been proposed and we 
are working on them. For us, the 
principle of simultaneity is very 
important,” Araqchi said.

The diplomat, who serves as 
Iran’s deputy foreign minister for 
legal and international affairs, 
said the Iranian team is trying to 
reach a “good deal” and for such 
an agreement the two sides may 
be forced to extend their talks be-
yond the June 30 deadline.

“We are not bound by time, 
but we are committed to this is-
sue that a good agreement with 
details that are favorable to us 
is hammered out, even if it may 
take a long time,” Araqchi said.

The new round of talks between 
Iran and the P5+1 group - the 
United States, Britain, France, 
Russia, China and Germany - is 
expected to continue until Fri-
day with the aim of removing 
the remaining stumbling blocks 
ahead of a final deal. The two 
sides have set the end of June as 
a deadline for the deal.

The Wednesday negotiations 
were held between Iranian depu-
ty foreign ministers, Araqchi and 
Majid Takht-e-Ravanchi, and 
deputy foreign policy chief of the 
European Union Helga Schmid.

The deputy-level talks opened 
at 11.30 a.m. local time and end-
ed after two hours of intense dis-
cussions. Experts from the two 
sides will continue discussing 
the details in the coming hours.

The two sides wrapped up their 
latest round of talks in Vienna on 
May 22.

Iran and the P5+1 group and the 

EU reached a framework agree-
ment Tehran’s nuclear program 
in the Swiss city of Lausanne in 
April.

France warned it was ready to 
block a final deal unless Tehran 
provided inspectors access to all 
installations, including military 
sites.

However, Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei last week ruled out 
inspection of Iran’s military sites 
or access to nuclear scientists 
under any nuclear agreement. 
Iran’s military leaders echoed 
his remarks.

“France will not accept (a deal) 
if it is not clear that inspections 
can be done at all Iranian instal-
lations, including military sites,” 
Laurent Fabius told lawmakers.

Araqchi’s statement that the 
deadline could be extended 
echoed comments by France’s 
ambassador to the United States, 
Gerard Araud. Araud said on 
Tuesday that the deal was not 
likely by June 30 because tech-
nical details would remain to be 
agreed.

France is considered to be de-
manding more stringent restric-
tions on the Iranians under any 
deal than the other Western del-
egations, officials said, although 
U.S. officials have cautioned 
that France’s position privately 
is not as tough as it is publicly.

A tentative agreement was 
reached between Iran, the Unit-
ed States, France, Britain, Ger-
many, Russia and China on April 
2, but several issues remain un-
resolved.

Among them are the pace of 
easing Western sanctions im-
posed over the Iranian program 
and the monitoring and verifi-
cation measures to ensure Iran 
could not pursue a clandestine 
nuclear weapons program.

Iran denies any ambition to de-
velop nuclear weapons and says 
its program is purely peaceful.

“The talks are serious, compli-
cated and detailed. The pace of 
talks is slow as we have entered 
final stages,” Araqchi said upon 
his arrival in Vienna.

Speaking a day after meeting 
the head of the U.N. International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
in Paris, Fabius also appeared to 
suggest differences with other 
members of the P5+1, saying he 
hoped all of them would adopt 
France’s position.

“’Yes’ to an agreement, but not 
to an agreement that will enable 
Iran to have the atomic bomb. 
That is the position of France, 
which is independent and peace-
ful,” he said.

Senior Negotiator: 

Sanctions Must Be 
Lifted Right After Deal

TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei on Wednes-
day said Iranian officials must stand 
firm on the country’s stance during 
nuclear negotiations with the P5+1 
countries to secure the nation’s in-
terests.

“On the nuclear issues, (Iran’s) 
stance is the same as we have ex-

plicitly announced; the very same 
points have been announced to 
authorities verbally and in writ-
ing. These are the fundamental 
positions of the Islamic establish-
ment,” Ayatollah Khamenei said in 
a meeting with Parliament Speaker 
Ali Larijani and lawmakers.

The Leader added that the settle-
ment of the country’s nuclear issue 

will be facilitated by tapping into 
domestic potential.

“If we boost production and use 
domestic potentialities, this will 
not only solve local problems, but 
facilitate the settlement of foreign 
issues such as the nuclear one,” 
said the Leader.

Ayatollah Khamenei stated that 
the Iranian nuclear negotiating 

team is making genuine efforts to 
settle the issues pertaining to the 
country’s nuclear program.

The Leader further noted that Iran 
also has a look to issues other than 
the country’s nuclear program in its 
dealing with the West.

“Within the framework of the is-
sues that we have with the U.S., 
West and Zionism, we also fore-
see numerous topics other than the 
nuclear issue such as human rights, 
but if we focus on domestic capa-
bilities ... it will be easy to settle 
these issues as well,” the Leader 
underlined.

“I know that we are faced with 
a lack of resources, and sanctions 
have contributed to the shortage of 
resources. Find the solution,” the 
Leader said.

“The solution is to economize,” 
said the Leader, adding priorities 
should be taken into account.

The Leader emphasized that a 
lack of resources should not be 
used as an “excuse” to refrain from 
“doing one’s job”.

Ayatollah Khamenei then urged 
legislators to “insist on the Islamic 
establishment’s principled stanc-
es”.

If there is no such insistence by 
the lawmakers, said the Leader, the 
country will face many dangers.

IRGC Tests New Speedboats 
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Commander of the naval forces of 

the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) says the forces 
have tested indigenous speedboats that can cruise at 110 
knots (203 kilometers) per hour. The IRGC commander also 
said that anti-ship cruise missiles and cannons were previ-
ously not available on speedboats, but the IRGC experts have 
managed to successfully mount them on the vessels now. Fa-
davi added that the military vessels, capable of cruising at the 
speed of up to 120 knots (222 kilometers) an hour, can now be 
designed and tested at the IRGC naval research laboratory.  

Russia Allows Food Imports From Iran
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Russia has given the go-

ahead to dairy and poultry supplies from six Iranian 
companies, RIA Novosti has reported. 

“We gave permission to six Iranian companies for 
delivery of food products: four dairy producers, and 
two poultry producers,” it quoted Federal Veterinary 
and Phytosanitary Inspection Service press secretary 
Yulia Melano as saying. She said deliveries can begin 
only after completion of an “additional set of require-
ments, which will guarantee complete safety”.
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Leader Urges Unity to Secure Nation’s Interests 

Ayatollah Khamenei addresses a group of Iranian lawmakers during a meeting in Tehran.
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KUWAIT CITY (Dispatches) -- 
Muslim countries must increase mea-
sures to fight extremism, Kuwait’s 
emir said Wednesday, at the start of 
a conference aimed at combating the 
spread of Takfiri organizations such 
as ISIL.

“We are required to intensify ef-
forts with the world to combat ter-
rorism being waged by terrorist 
organizations,” Sheikh Sabah al-
Ahmad al-Sabah told attendees at 
a conference of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

“We need to take a serious stand 
against sectarian tensions plaguing 
and dividing our nations... It is the 
most serious threat against the very 
existence of Muslim countries,” the 
Kuwaiti emir said.

Iran, Turkey and Saudi Arabia are 

among countries attending the con-
ference, which is expected to see 
the 57-member OIC approve an “ef-
fective strategy to combat terrorism, 
violent extremism and Islamopho-
bia”, the organization said.

The strategy, expected to be ap-
proved later Wednesday, will focus 
on Islamic world responses to the 
root causes of “terrorism” including 
poverty, underdevelopment, unre-
solved conflicts and sectarianism, 
the OIC said in a statement.

Saudi Arabia was itself the scene 
of a terrorist bombing by Takfiri ex-
tremists against a Shia mosque that 
martyred 21 people during Friday 
prayers last week.

Sheikh Sabah also urged Iran to 
cooperate with the international 
community to resolve the dispute 

over its nuclear program and to re-
spond to efforts by countries in the 
region to establish closer ties.

In a letter published in Kuwaiti 
newspapers Wednesday, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Muhammad Javad 
Zarif, who was attending the meet-
ing, said his country was prepared 
to engage in dialogue in order to re-
solve the region’s several conflicts.

Zarif said Saudi Arabia’s military 
campaign against Yemen will be to 
the detriment of Riyadh officials.

“Airstrikes against the Yemeni 
people won’t help settle problems 
and conflicts,” Zarif told reporters 
on the sidelines of the 42nd annual 
OIC meeting. 

The invasion has been of no use to 
Saudi Arabia and only created ha-
tred among the Yemeni people, said 

the top Iranian diplomat.
He said Iran seeks a brighter fu-

ture for all regional nations, adding 
Riyadh’s aggression against Yemen 
would be detrimental to Saudi Ara-
bia.

Riyadh launched its military ag-
gression against Yemen on March 
26 without a United Nations man-
date.

The Saudi airstrikes aim to weak-
en the Houthi Ansarullah move-
ment, which currently controls the 
Yemeni capital, Sana’a, and major 
provinces, and to restore power to 
Yemen’s fugitive former President 
Abd Rabbuh Mansour Hadi, a close 
ally of Saudi Arabia.

Since March,the UN says, nearly 
2,000 people have been killed and

(Continued on Page 7)

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) -- 
In nine months of U.S. and allied air-
strikes in Syria, thousands of people 
have been killed, including hundreds 
of civilians. They’ve destroyed gra-
naries and private oil platforms, and 
had multiple incidents of large civil-
ian tolls.

These reports are coming out 
across myriad sources, including 
independent monitors, but are re-
peatedly denied by Pentagon offi-
cials. They deny not only the num-

bers, but any deaths at all, and in the 
whole war have copped to just two 
civilian deaths, last week, from an 
incident way back in November.

The Pentagon has been remark-
ably successful in forwarding the 
myth of “restraint” in their bomb-
ings of Syrian cities among major 
U.S. outlets, and have even gotten 
to the point where they’re present-
ing themselves as restrained to a 
fault, and trying to blame the fail-
ing war effort on the lack of bigger 

civilian death tolls.
It’s a convenient excuse, and ig-

nores the reality of the situation, 
which is that the U.S. has killed a 
large number of civilians in Syria 
irrespective of how badly the war is 
going.

Claims that the U.S. didn’t bomb 
what it thinks is ISIL headquarters 
in Raqqa for fear of civilian deaths 
don’t add up, as they cheerfully blew 
up significant portions of the region-
al food supply and killed civilians 

simply on the mistaken assumption 
that a granary was an ISIL base.

The big danger is that the Pen-
tagon, simultaneously successful 
in covering up the already sizable 
death toll and advancing an expec-
tation for more deaths will enable 
them to be even more reckless with 
strikes in the future, knowing they 
can either sell the increased toll as 
normalizing restraint or just cover it 
up like they have in the past.
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