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TEHRAN (IBNA)- Director Gen-
eral of Iran’s Book House Najaf-Ali 
Mirzaei (PhD) described two new 
plans to be implemented by IBH, 
the “Comprehensive and National 
Strategic Document for Books” and 
the establishment of Iran’s Supreme 
Educational Center of Books.

Mirzaei pointed out: “One of the 
missions of Iran’s Book House is 
to take a full and non-fragmented 
consideration of the publication 

industry and books in particular. It 
means that all aspects of the books 
and literati affairs are important for 
IBH.” 

“The field of Iranian books suf-
fers from the lack of major essen-
tial documents. there are a number 
of institutions in the country whose 
tasks are centered on introducing 
and producing books, but unfortu-
nately there is no coordination and 
organic relation between the ac-

tivities of these institutes, because 
there is no major document to be 
set on the agenda,” he said.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Mir-
zaei referred to the issue of found-
ing the Iran’s Supreme Educational 
Center of Books aimed to develop 
the necessary knowledge and man-
agement of human sources in-
volved in books and publication: 
“In fact the new techniques em-
ployed in the world’s state-of-the-

art publication industry are absent 
in our country.”

“By establishing Iran’s Supreme 
Educational Center of Books, the 
Book House attempts to train the 
active persons in the field of book 
and publication,” Director General 
of Iran’s Book House said. 

These plans are intended to help 
create a cultural vibrancy in Irani-
an books and publications in near 
future.

Iran’s Book House to Provide “Comprehensive , 
National Strategic Document for Books”

 (November 1)
Today is Saturday; 10th of the Iranian month of Aban 1393 solar hijri; corresponding to 7th 

of the Islamic month of Moharram 1435 lunar hijri; and November 1, 2014, of the Christian 
Gregorian Calendar.

Over three millennium lunar years ago, on this day, God Almighty spoke for the first time 
with Moses, entrusting him with Prophethood and the immediate mission to invite the tyranni-
cal Pharaoh to monotheism and to ask for the release of the children of Israel from bondage. As 
is evident by ayah 9 onwards of Surah TaHa of the holy Qur’an, while searching for fire in the 
wilderness, Moses saw flames atop Mount Sinai and was startled to see a bush on fire but with 
all its green leaves and branches miraculously intact, without being the least scorched. Here he 
heard the voice of the Almighty Creator asking him to take off his shoes, throw his walking 
staff down that miraculously turned into a snake and to remove his hand from the armpit to find 
the palm glowing with light.  

1374 lunar years ago, on this day in 61 AH, Omar Ibn Sa’d, the Omayyad commander be-
sieging Imam Husain (AS) and his group in Karbala, stationed a force of 500 soldiers led by 
Amr Ibn Hajjaj on the banks of the Euphrates, to deprive the Prophet’s Household of water, 
on the orders of the tyrannical governor of Kufa, Obaidollah Ibn Ziyad. The plan was to force 
the Imam to surrender and give allegiance to the Godless rule of Yazid, but the grandson and 
3rd Infallible Heir of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA) refused to yield to injustice despite the 
fact that he and companions, including women and small children were thirsty. On the 10th of 
Moharram, the Imam bravely drank the elixir of martyrdom along with his devoted followers 
in an epic combat.

834 lunar years ago, on this day in 601 AH, the historian and geographer, Yusuf Ibn Yaqoub 
Shaybani Dameshqi, known as Ibn al-Mujawir, was born in the Syrian capital, Damascus. He 
spent his childhood and youth in the Iraqi capital Baghdad, learning sciences under the promi-
nent figures of his era. He traveled all over the Arabian Peninsula and wrote the important work, 
“Tarikh al-Mustabsir”, which contains valuable political, geographical, and social information 
of the whole region. He died at the age of 89 in 690 AH.

800 solar years ago, on this day in 1214 AD the important port city of Sinope on the north-
ern-most edge of Anatolia on the Black Sea coast, surrendered to the Seljuq Turks led by Sultan 
Kaykavus, who defeated and captured King Alexios of Trebizond. It was a strategic victory 
that severed the link between the Christian kingdom of Trebizond and the Byzantine Empire, 
enabling the Muslims to complete the conquest of what is now Turkey. In ancient times, Sinope 
had been a battleground between Persians on one side, and the Greeks and Romans on the other. 
From 281 to 62 BC, it was part of the kingdom of Pontus (of Iranian origin), whose greatest rul-
er was Mithridates VI (Persian Mithradatha or “Gift of Mithra”), who during his 57-year reign, 
was one of the Roman Republic’s most formidable and successful enemies, during what are 
known as the Mithridatic Wars. Over three centuries after the Roman occupation Sinope was 
Christianized. The first time Sinope encountered Muslims was a combined force of Turks, Per-
sians, and Arabs, dispatched by Abbasid Baghdad in 858. In 1081 it was captured by armies of 
the Isfahan-based Great Seljuq Empire in the reign of Malik Shah. After 1265, Sinope became 
home to two successive independent emirates following the fall of the Persianized Seljuqs: the 
Pervane and the Jandarids. The Ottoman Sultan Mohammad II forced Ismail, the last emir of 
Sinope to surrender in late June 1461 without a fight.

483 lunar years ago, on this day in 952 AH, on his return march from exile in Iran to recon-
quer Afghan-occupied Hindustan with Iranian help, Mughal Emperor Naseer od-Din Humayun 
takes Qandahar, which, as promised by him to Shah Tahmasp, is given to the Safavid Empire. 
Qandahar, which is currently in Afghanistan from the border between the Safavid and Mughal 
empires, and was often a bone of contention, exchanging hands many times.

348 solar years ago, on this day in 1666 AD, Shah Suleiman was crowned as the 8th Em-
peror of the Safavid Dynasty of Iran, with the title Shah Safi II, after the traditional 7 days of 
mourning for his father, Shah Abbas II. His mother was a Circassian, and being brought up in 
the harem he had little experience of the world outside. He also suffered from poor health. The 
first year of his reign was markedly unsuccessful. A series of natural disasters, combined with 
devastating raids by the Cossack Stenka Razin on Iran’s Caspian Sea coast, convinced court 
astrologers that the coronation had taken place at the wrong time, and the ceremony was repeat-
ed on March 20, 1667, with the Shah taking the new name of Suleiman I. He had little interest 
in administrative affairs, and left political decision-making to his grand viziers, whose power 
increased during his long reign of 28 years. As a result, corruption became widespread and 
discipline in the army was dangerously lax. The Shah made no attempt to exploit the weakness 
of Safavid Iran’s traditional rival, the Ottoman Empire after the Ottomans suffered a serious 
defeat at the Battle of Vienna in 1683. During his reign, Iran also suffered raids by the Uzbeks 
and Kalmyks. He was succeeded by his elder son, Sultan Hussain, a pious person.

259 solar years ago, on this day in 1755 AD, a massive earthquake followed by a tsunami 
destroyed Lisbon, the capital of Portugal, killing almost ninety thousand people.

193 solar years ago, on this day in 1821 AD, Panama was annexed to Columbia following 
its liberation from Spanish colonial rule. Panama was seized by Spain in the year 1501, and fol-
lowing the discovery of gold mines in this country, the Americans interfered to loot this region. 
Finally, in the year 1903, the freedom-seeking struggles of the people of Panama bore fruit 
and this land gained its independence. The Republic of Panama, spread over 77,082 sq km, is 
located in southern Central America. The Panama Canal passes through this country connecting 
the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.

130 years ago, on this day in 1884 AD, Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) was adopted univer-
sally at a meeting of the International Meridian Conference in Washington, USA. From then 
the International Date Line was drawn up and 24 time zones created. It is commonly used in 
practice to refer to Coordinated Universal Time (UTC). Greenwich village, located on the 0 
Latitude, lies some ten km east of London.

100 solar years ago, on this day in 1914 AD, during World War I, the Iranian government 
announced neutrally. The political fragility of the Qajarid dynasty and the chaotic state of inter-
nal affairs, coupled with the bellicose and expansionist policies of the world powers, however, 
dragged Iran into the war. It was invaded by the British, Russian, and Ottoman forces, and 
major damages were inflicted upon the country.

96 solar years ago, on this day in 1918 AD, the Austro-Hungarian Empire disintegrated 
following its defeat in World War I, resulting in the emergence of Austria and Hungary as two 
independent states in Central Europe. Austria and Hungary respectively cover almost 84,000 
sq km and 93,000 sq km.

60 solar years ago, on this day in 1954 AD, with the establishment of the Algerian Liberation 
Movement, the battle for independence from French colonial rule started. France had occupied 
Algeria in 1830 after defeating the Ottoman Turks. The Algerian people were never happy with 
French rule and there were sporadic uprisings until the establishment of the full fledged liber-
ation movement after World War 2, especially, when Algerians came to know about the plan 
being drafted in Paris to annex their country to France. Finally, in 1962, the struggles of the Al-
gerian Muslims bore fruit, after the death of a million people, and the French troops were forced 
to pull out of Algeria. Ahmed bin Bella, was elected as the first Algerian president, and three 
years later was overthrown in a coup by Defence Minister Colonel Houari Bo-Mohiyeddin. Al-
geria is the largest country in Africa, the Arab World and the littoral states of the Mediterranean 
Sea. It is also the tenth-largest country in the world. It is bordered in the northeast by Tunisia, 
in the east by Libya, in the west by Morocco, in the southwest by Western Sahara, Mauritania, 
and Mali, in the southeast by Niger, and in the north by the Mediterranean Sea. Algeria’s size is 
almost 2.4 million square km with an estimated population of 36.3 million as of 2011.

35 solar years ago, on this day in 1979 AD, the prominent religious scholar, Ayatollah 
Seyyed Mohammad Ali Qazi Tabatabaei, was martyred by the Forqan terrorist outfit. Born 
in Tabriz, northwestern Iran, he was initially taught by his father, before joining the seminary 
to study under the prominent ulema, including the Father of the Islamic Revolution, Imam 
Khomeini (RA). During his political struggles against the Shah’s despotic regime, he was im-
prisoned and banished to remote areas several times. After victory of the Islamic Revolution, 
he was appointed as Imam Khomeini’s representative and the Friday Prayer leader of Tabriz, 
where he achieved martyrdom.

34 solar years ago, on this day in 1980 AD, the Islamic Republic of Iran’s oil minister, Mo-
hammad Javad Tondgouyan, along with several oil ministry officials, while on an inspection 
visit to oil installations in the southwestern parts of the country, was abducted by the invading 
Iraqi forces, a month after Saddam’s launching of the unprovoked war on Iran at the behest of 
the US. Initially, Saddam’s Ba’th minority regime denied the abduction, but finally it claimed 
he had committed suicide in captivity. Medical examinations of the corpse coupled with eye-
witness accounts of Iranian POWs proved that the Iranian oil minister was martyred under 
torture by the Ba’athists.

28 solar years ago, on this day in 1986 AD, Iranian poet, Salman Herati, passed away at the 
relatively young age of 27. Born in a village near the city of Tonekabon, in northern Iran, after 
completion of his studies, he worked as a teacher. He composed beautiful odes, elegies, cou-
plets, and quatrains, and has delicately described monotheism and Gnosticism in his poems. He 
left behind three collections of poems for teenagers, titled “A Gateway to Sun’s House”, “From 
This Star to That Star”, and “From the Green Sky”.

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio – http://english.irib.ir)

This Day in History

TEHRAN (MNA) – Iran’s Ministry 
of Energy has announced its electricity 
power police started operation report-
edly to ‘cut the illegal use of power from 
local utility lines.’

The electricity police unit is part of 
extensive plan and scenario launched 
by the Ministry of Energy to reduce 
electricity theft and identify and dis-
connect the illegal connections to the 
utility lines in shortest time.

During a session held in mid-October, 
the State-owned Electricity Company 
and local branches met behind closed 
doors to discuss the possible scenarios 
to reduce power use in production net-
work, transfer, and distribution levels. 
Houshang Falahatian, deputy-minister 
of energy pointed to plans devised to 
reduce power waste from 15 per cent 
to 10 per cent; “a short-term and im-
mediate task force has been launched 
to reduce at least 4 per cent of current 

power waste through collecting illegal 
connections; power police has started 
operation across the country according-
ly,” he added.

Ali Nazari, the head of TAVANIR 
(state-owned distributing company) 
Legal office detailed about the duties 
of the newly-established power police. 
“In some provinces, illegal connections 
and electricity theft is obvious, where 
law enforcement agents would engage 
in immediate action to arrest the per-
petrator; however, sometimes it is dif-
ficult to identify an illegal connection,” 
he said, “for such circumstances, we 
have established specific electricity 
law enforcement officials; distributing 
companies are allowed to appoint their 
agents after qualification process,” he 
added.

“The agents will receive special train-
ing by the local Justice Department of-
fices, and will represent the Department 

in dealing with illegal connections and 
electricity theft, and would be able to 
draft a criminal report if identified any 
case,” emphasized Nazari.

In line with power police, details of 
potential sentences and punishments 
have been set for illegal thefts of elec-
tricity. According to Nazari, illegal con-
nection would be punishable as crime. 

“According to Article 660 of Islamic 
punishment law amended in 2008, 
any individual, water, electricity, land 
telephone line, gas, and wastewater 
networks using illegally and without 
paying accruing costs, would receive a 
verdict of guilty and sentence of paying 
twice as the price of the damage,” he 
said.

LONDON (Xinhuanet) -- Harry 
Potter-themed hotel rooms are avail-
able for J.K. Rowling’s popular novel 
and film die-hard fans, as the Georgian 
House hotel in London has now intro-
duced replica Hogwarts rooms as well 
as personalized wizarding packages.

From a “cauldron” by the fireplace, 
to an owl figurine by the bed, from 
old-fashioned luggage under the bed, 
to “potions” in the bathroom, the 
163-year-old hotel near London’s 
Victoria Station has prepared hotel 
rooms meaning dream come true for 
Harry Potter fans, according to media 
reports on Monday.

Customers could get the chance to 
live out an once-in-a-lifetime Hog-
warts authentic experience. The 
Harry Pottter-themed guest rooms 
include trunks, potion bottles, and 
cauldrons and spell books.

Besides, they could get a full Pot-
ter guest package, including a tour of 
central landmarks from the films and 
a trip to the Warner Bros Studio.

The magical experience cost 209 
British pounds for two people with-
out the extras. The price for Wizard 
Chambers, which sleeps three people, 
is 249 British pounds and five-person 
room 363 British pounds a night.

Hotel in London Offers Harry Potter-Themed Rooms

Iranian Films 
Enter Grand 
Off Awards 

Nominee List
WARSAW (Press TV) - Two 

Iranian screen productions have 
been nominated for awards at the 
8th Grand Off World Independent 
Film Awards in Poland.

Nikan Nezami’s film A Little 
Farther entered the list of nomi-
nation for the Best Script Award 
of the festival.

The film narrates the story of 
a blind girl who travels with her 
friend to a miraculous fountain 
in a faraway village to receive a 
cure. 

Iran’s documentary The Angel 
of Thousands Stones directed by 
Keyvan Majidi also received a 
nomination for the Best Cinema-
tography Award.

Iranian filmmaker Reza Ser-
kanian has also been selected to 
serve at the festival’s jury panel.

The 8th Grand off World Inde-
pendent Film Awards is sched-
uled to take place from December 
1 through 6 in the Polish capital 
city of Warsaw.

Electricity Power Police Start Operation

 The illegal use of power from local utility lines

 Built in 1851, the hotel has introduced chambers including trunks, 
cauldrons and spell books.


