
TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Iran has 
foiled an attempt to sabotage tanks 
used for transporting heavy water, 
which is needed to run some nuclear re-
actors, and blames a “foreign country” 
for the incident, a senior official said.

Asghar Zarean, deputy chief in 
charge of nuclear protection and 
security at Iran’s Atomic Energy 
Organization, was quoted as saying 
the bid to damage tanks at the Arak 
heavy-water production plant oc-
curred two weeks ago.

“There were attempts to cause dis-
ruption in storage tanks due to carry 
heavy water. But these attempts 
were discovered and foiled before 
the tanks were filled with heavy 
water at Arak,” Zarean was quoted 

as saying.
“A foreign country was behind the 

attempt,” he said, without elaborat-
ing.  

The Arak plant has been producing 
heavy water to operate a planned 
40-megawatt research reactor near-
by that Iran says is intended to make 
isotopes for cancer and other medi-
cal treatments.

But in June it said that it was rede-
signing the Arak reactor to sharply 
cut its potential output of plutoni-
um, a gesture apparently meant to 
address a thorny issue in negotia-
tions with six world powers.

Iran also stopped installing major 
components in the Arak reactor as 
part of an interim deal struck with 

the powers in November 2013, and 
which expires next month, to curb 
some sensitive nuclear activity in 
exchange for limited relief from 
sanctions. Iran also agreed not to 
transfer heavy water to the reactor 
site under this temporary pact.

World powers are negotiating to 
strike a permanent settlement with 
Iran by a Nov. 24 deadline. 

The Islamic Republic has repeat-
edly complained of covert U.S. and 
Israeli attempts to cripple its nucle-
ar program.

Iran’s intelligence minister said on 
Oct. 21 that several people seeking 
to engage in nuclear espionage “for 
foreigners” had been arrested in 
the southern province of Bushehr, 

where Iran’s only nuclear power 
station is located.

In 2010, Iran’s uranium enrich-
ment facilities were temporarily 
impaired by a virus known as Stux-
net, which was widely believed to 
have been developed by the United 
States and the occupying regime 
of Israel, although no government 
took responsibility for it.

Iran says Stuxnet and other com-
puter virus attacks are part of a 
concerted effort by the occupying 
regime of Israel, the United States 
and their allies to undermine Teh-
ran’s nuclear program through co-
vert operations.

“The enemy should know that it 
cannot take any action against Iran’s 
nuclear activities,” said Zarean. “In 
fact, Iran is able to find and defuse 
any sabotage in both hardware and 
software fields.”

In March of this year, pumps at the 
Arak reactor were subjected to a failed 
sabotage attempt, Iranian media quoted 
a senior official as saying at the time.

On Thursday, the White House said 
the U.S. and the Zionist regime will 
maintain “unprecedented coordina-
tion” over Iran’s nuclear program. 

“On Iran, the U.S. delegation reaf-
firmed our commitment to prevent 
Iran from acquiring a nuclear weap-
on,” said the statement describing the 
meeting of the U.S.-Israel Consulta-
tive Group, co-chaired at the White 
House by Susan Rice, the U.S. na-
tional security adviser; and Yossi Co-
hen, her Zionist counterpart.

The statement comes after a week 
of tensions between the occupying re-
gime of Israel and the United States, 
sparked by the publication in The 
Atlantic of an attack by an unnamed 
Obama administration official who 
described Zionist PM Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu as cowardly.
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Arak Heavy Water Tanks Targeted::

Iran Foils Sabotage Amid Nuclear Talks

A UN weapons inspector disconnects a cascade at Iran’s nuclear power plant in Natanz on January 20.
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FM Extremism Rooted in Foreign Meddling 
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Iran’s Foreign Minister Muham-

mad Javad Zarif said Friday the rising threats of terrorism, 
extremism and narcotics across the Middle East are rooted 
in trans-regional interference.

Addressing the 4th Ministerial Conference of Istanbul Pro-
cess on Afghanistan in Beijing, Zarif pointed to the escalating 
threats of extremism and terrorism in the region and called for 
a global campaign to tackle the issue.  He said withdrawal of 
foreign forces from Afghanistan will eliminate one of the major 
causes of extremism in the region, as many regional issues have 
resulted from the interference of certain countries.

 LONDON (Dispatches) – Ex-
tremists from more than 80 coun-
tries have flocked to fight in Iraq and 
Syria on an “unprecedented scale”, 
according to extracts of a UN report 
published by Britain’s Guardian 
newspaper on Friday.

Around 15,000 people have trav-
elled to fight alongside ISIL and 
other hardcore militant groups from 
“countries that have not previously 
faced challenges relating to Al-Qa-
eda”, said the report.

The number of foreign militants 
travelling to fight since 2010 ex-
ceeds the cumulative total of the 
20 preceding years “many times”, 
added the Security Council study.

“There are instances of foreign ter-
rorist fighters from France, the Rus-
sian Federation and the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland operating together,” it said, 
according to the Guardian.

Britain’s top police officer, Ber-
nard Hogan-Howe, estimated last 
week that five people a week were 
leaving the country to fight with 
ISIL. Security officials estimate 
that there are currently around 
500 British nationals fighting in 
Syria and Iraq.

The UN warned that more nations 
than ever face the problem of deal-
ing with militants returning from 
the battle zone.

The report was produced by a 
committee that monitors Al-Qaeda, 
and concluded that the once mighty 
and feared group was now “maneu-
vering for relevance” following the 
rise of the even more militant ISIL, 
which was booted out of Al-Qaeda 

by leader Ayman al-Zawahiri.
Despite the split, the UN conclud-

ed that the legal basis for U.S. Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s fight against 
ISIL was justified by its ideologi-
cal congruence with Al-Qaeda, and 
considered the two groups as part 
of a broader movement.

“Al-Qaeda core and ISIL pursue 
similar strategic goals, albeit with 
tactical differences regarding se-
quencing and substantive differ-
ences about personal leadership,” 
the UN wrote.

Obama has vowed he will not 
order a large force into combat in 
Iraq or Syria, relying instead on air 
power and local forces.

The ISIL group’s “cosmopolitan” 
use of social media, “as when ex-
tremists post kitten photographs”, 
was attracting a new breed of for-
eign fighters who are put off by the 
more dogmatic communication tac-
tics of Al-Qaeda, said the report.

ISIL leaders recognize “the ter-
ror and recruitment value of multi-
channel, multi-language social and 
other media messaging”, it added.

The UN agreed with the Obama 
administration that “core Al-Qaeda 
remains weak”, but argued that its 
demise had only paved the way 
for more bloody groups, for whom 
“cross-border attacks – or attacks 
against international targets – re-
main a minority”.

New ISIL Atrocities 

ISIL militants executed at least 
220 Iraqis in retaliation against a 
tribe’s 

UN: Foreigners Flocking 
to Join ISIL

(Continued on Page 7)

 WASHINGTON (Dispatches) -- With only weeks to go until a Novem-
ber 24 deadline for a deal between Iran and the West over Tehran’s nuclear 
program, Western investors have their fingers crossed, the Time magazine 
reported. 

“If you just looked at the numbers, the deal revealed last week by the 
aerospace and defense giant Boeing seemed insignificant: $120,000, for 
some data, aircraft manuals and navigation charts. But symbolically, the 
sale to Iran Air, revealed on Oct. 22 was a big deal—the first time that an 
American aerospace company had done business with Iran since the U.S. 
began its sanctions there in 1979,” the publication said.

The Boeing sale, which was sanctioned by the U.S. Office of Foreign 
Assets Control under a temporary sanctions relief deal that began in Jan-
uary, is just one sign that Iran might soon be open for business with the 
West for the first time since the Islamic Revolution. 

“As the clock ticks down towards November 24, the deadline for a 
deal between Iran and the West over Tehran’s nuclear program, both Ira-
nian and Western business communities are hoping for a gold rush,” the 
magazine said. 

Tehran throngs with Europeans jockeying for business, such as this win-
ter’s planned visit to Iran of a hundred French executives, or the Italians, 
Chinese and Germans browsing the Tehran construction and mining trade 
show in August. Many international companies, from Samsung to Renault 
are already in Iran, trading in sectors permitted under the sanctions, such as 
food, cars and pharmaceuticals. 

How Much Will a 
Deal Help Economy? 

(Continued on Page 7)

 TOKYO (Dispatches) -- Asian 
buyers of Iranian crude imported 
6.6% less in September than a year 
ago, the first on-year decline since 
December, but shipments rose back 
above the 1 million barrels-per-day 
mark allowed under a deal that 
eased Western sanctions.

World powers are negotiating to 
strike a permanent settlement with 
Iran on its nuclear program by a 
Nov. 24 deadline.  

Tehran’s crude sales would like-
ly surge if Britain, China, France, 
Germany, Russia and the United 
States reach any agreement with 
Iran that would scuttle the sanc-
tions.

“Asian imports from Iran are 
likely to rise after that,” said an 
analyst at a North Asian oil refin-
er who buys crude from Iran, Re-
uters reported. “We should focus 
on how that would affect global 
crude supplies.”

The analyst, who declined to be 

identified because of the sensitivity 
of the matter, said he thought a deal 
would be reached by the November 
deadline.

After a temporary deal was reach 
in November of last year to ease 
some of the sanctions, Iran’s sales 
to its biggest Asian buyers - China, 
India, Japan and South Korea - 
jumped by as much as a third in the 
first quarter of this year.

A similar upswing in Iran’s ex-
ports now would add to an oil glut 
that has already reduced Brent fu-
tures to levels not seen since late 
2010.

China, India, Japan and South 
Korea together in September took 
in 1.08 million bpd of the Islamic 
Republic’s crude, down 6.6% from 
a year ago but up from 921,064 bpd 
in August, government and tanker-
tracking data obtained by Reuters 
showed.

In the first nine months of 2014, 
the four buyers’ imports averaged 

1.14 million bpd, up 19.6% from 
the same period last year.

The interim agreement between 
Iran and world powers last year al-
lowed Iran to keep exports at the re-
duced level of about 1 million bpd. 
But imports by Iran’s four major cli-
ents in Asia have topped that mark 
every month of this year except Au-
gust, rising to as much as 1.37 mil-
lion bpd in February, although there 
has not been an apparent crackdown 
on the higher volumes.

Prior to a toughed sanctions re-
gime introduced in 2012, Iran’s 
crude exports had averaged 2.5 
million bpd.

Tehran’s largest oil client China 
has since late 2013, when the in-
terim deal was reached, been step-
ping up purchases, accounting for 
most of the stronger Asian imports 
since then.

China’s firm imports - along with 
No.2 buyer India - have countered 
lower year-to-date imports by Ja-

pan and South Korea.
China’s imports from Tehran 

for the January-September period 
were at 570,350 bpd, up 33.2% 
on year. For September, China’s 
imports from Iran rose 5.8% from 
last year to a two-month high of 
503,261 bpd.

India’s imports in September fell 
18.5% from last year to 241,400 
bpd, and over January-September, 
imports rose 38.1% to 267,800 
bpd.

South Korea’s imports from Iran 
last month fell 2.3% from a year 
ago to 134,300 bpd, while its ship-
ments for the January-September 
period were down 6.7% from last 
year to 127,458 bpd.

Shipments to Japan - the last of 
the four to report its oil intake - 
fell by 18.4% to 205,798 bpd last 
month, trade ministry data showed 
on Friday. For the year through 
September, imports fell 10.5% 
from a year ago to 174,395 bpd.

Asian Imports of Iranian Oil Steady 

Egypt Doing Dirty 
Work for Israel


