
TEHRAN (unic-ir) - Iran’s Cul-
tural Heritage, Handicrafts and 
Tourism Organization (ICHHTO) 
has introduced Tabriz in northwest 
Iran and Yazd in central Iran as cre-
ative cities to the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), said a 
senior official of ICHHTO. 

Mohammad Reza Pouyandeh 
added that UNESCO’s Cultural 
Department has implemented a 
project named “Creative Cities”.

“OIC has also defined a similar 
project and asked member-states 
to introduce two creative cities for 
2016 and 2017,” he said.

“We introduced Tabriz for 2016 
and Yazd for 2017 to OIC on the 

basis of seven UNESCO criteria 
for creative cities such as food, mu-
sic, literature, customs and urban 
furniture. “

Pouyandeh noted that all informa-
tion regarding these cities are pre-
pared and will be sent to the OIC 
Secretariat.

“Recently, in a global conference 
held in Malaysia, good ideas titled 
Think City were raised. Currently, 
it is being implemented in some cit-
ies of Malaysia,” he said.

The official also said the plan to 
designate creative cities could also 
be implemented at the national lev-
el.

“We have planned a similar proj-
ect inside Iran to select certain cit-
ies to create competition and use 
the potentials of their municipali-
ties. This is a plan implemented by 
ICHHTO annually to introduce the 
creative cities,” he said.

Tabriz is the fifth most populous 
city in Iran after Tehran, Mash-
had, Isfahan and Karaj, one of the 
historical capitals of Iran and the 
present capital of East Azarbaijan 
province.The city boasts many his-
torical monuments, but repeated 
devastating earthquakes and sev-
eral invasions caused substantial 
damage, Wikipedia reported.  

Many monuments in the city date 
back to the Ilkhanid, Safavid and 

Qajar periods, including the large 
Tabriz Bazaar Complex which was 
registered as a World Heritage Site 
in 2010.

The oldest signs of the city’s an-
cient civilization are an excavation 
site and museum in the city center 
with a history dating back to 2,500 
years.

The early history of Tabriz is not 
well documented. Some archeolo-
gists believe Garden of Eden was 
located in Tabriz.

A recent excavation at the site of 
the Iron Age Museum, in the north-
ern section of Blue Mosque, uncov-
ered a graveyard of 1st millennium 
BCE.

The city was destroyed several 
times either by natural disasters or 
by invading armies.

The oldest elements of pres-
ent-day Tabriz are claimed to be 
built at either in the Sassanid era in 
the 3rd or 4th century CE, or later 
in the 7th century.

Tabriz Bazaar

The historical bazaar of Tabriz is 
one of the oldest marketplaces of 
Middle East and an Iranian archi-
tectural masterpiece.

Tabriz Bazaar’s foundation is dat-
ed 2nd millennium BC. It is about 
three square kilometers in area and 
the largest roofed brick complex in 
the world.

The main structure of the bazaar 
consists of two main roofed north-
south lanes and several west-east 
lanes.

The bazaar complex consists of 
a series of interconnected brick 
structures, buildings and enclosed 
spaces for different functions.

Souvenirs of Tabriz include carpet 
tableaux, metalwork, dried fruits 
and nuts, as well as chocolates.

Yazd is the capital of Yazd prov-
ince and a center of Zoroastrian 
culture. The city is located 270 km 
southeast of Isfahan.

Because of generations of adap-
tations to its desert surroundings, 
Yazd is an architecturally unique 

city. It is also known for the high 
quality of its handicrafts, especially 
silk weaving, and its confectionary.

The city has a history of over 
3,000 years and dates back to the 
time of Medean Empire when it 
was known as Ysatis or Isatis.

The city’s name is linked to Yaz-
degerd I, a Sassanid ruler. The city 
was definitely a Zoroastrian center 
during the Sassanid rule.

Under the Safavid rule (16th cen-
tury), some people migrated from 
Yazd and settled in an area along 
the Iran-Afghanistan border.

The settlement named Yazdi was 
located in what is now Farah city 
in the province of the same name in 
Afghanistan.

 (July 24)
Today is Thursday; 2nd of the Iranian month of Mordad 1393 solar hijri; corresponding to 26th of the 

Islamic month of Ramadhan 1435 lunar hijri; and July 24, 2014, of the Christian Gregorian Calendar.
866 solar years ago, on this day in 1148 AD, European Christian invaders started the siege of Damascus 

during the Second Crusade, but thanks to the stiff resistance of the Muslim defenders and the timely arrival of 
fresh forces led by the Turkic ruler, Noureddin Zangi, they were decisively defeated five days later, resulting 
in the disintegration of the crusade that was led by King Louis VII of France and Conrad III of Germany.

310 lunar years ago, on this day in 1125 AH, the prominent Iranian Islamic scholar, Jamal od-Din Mo-
hammad Khwansari, passed away. Born in a religious and academic family, he completed his studies in the 
Safavid capital Isfahan and became an authority on logic, philosophy, theology, principles of theology, and 
exegesis of Holy Qur’an. He has written an annotation on the philosophical masterpiece “ash-Shefa” of 
Iranian Islamic genius Ibn Sina.

231 solar years ago, on this day in 1783 AD, expansionist Russia, taking advantage of the internal power 
struggle between the Zand Dynasty and Qajar warlord, Agha Mohammad Khan, duped Georgia in the name 
of Christianity to renege its age-old traditional ties with Iran, by imposing the Treaty of Georgievsk. The 
humiliating treaty stipulated that Georgia will not have any diplomatic ties with any country without the ap-
proval of Russia, and that every new Georgian ruler would require the confirmation of the Czar.  The results 
of the Treaty of Georgievsk proved disastrous for the Georgians. In 1795, a year after crowning himself Sha-
henshah of Iran, Agha Mohammad Khan asked Georgia to return to the Iranian fold. King Erekle on the as-
sumption of Russian support, assembled an army to fight, but was soundly defeated in the Battle of Krtsanisi 
that saw his capital Tbilisi, along with the west Georgian kingdom of Imereti, surrender to the Iranian forces. 
In 1796, Catherine II sent an army to Transcaucasia, but her death the same year ended any Russian challenge 
to Iran. Agha Mohammad Khan Qajar, using Qarabagh as his base, launched a wide scale campaign to end 
Russian influence in Georgia, but his assassination in 1797 by a fellow Iranian ended his moves. In Decem-
ber 18, 1800, taking advantage of the weak-willed pleasure loving Fath Shah Ali’s rule in Tehran, Russia 
formally annexed Georgia and deposed the Bagratid Dynasty that had signed the Treaty of Georgievsk on the 
misconstrued belief of preserving its rule. Georgia, which regained its independence in 1991 following the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union, has made the fatal mistake of falling into the orbit of the US and Western 
Europe, while large parts of the country are virtually outside the control of the government in Tbilisi, such as 
Turkic Muslim Abkhazia, and South Ossetia which is populated by ethnic Iranic Christians. 

231 solar years ago, on this day in 1783 AD, the famous South American revolutionary, Simon Bolivar, 
was born in the capital of present day Venezuela, Caracas. He liberated many South American lands from 
Spanish colonial rule, and was elected president of the Federation of Greater Colombia that included pres-
ent day Colombia, Venezuela, Panama and Ecuador. Soon Bolivar led the revolutionaries to liberate Peru, 
followed by the land named today in his honour as Bolivia. He dreamt of unity of South America within a 
federation but failed to fulfill his goal.

212 solar years ago, on this day in 1802 AD, French author, Alexandre Dumas, was born. He wrote nu-
merous novels on the French Revolution and history based on the memoirs of his father, who was an army 
general. Among his books, mention can be made of “The Three Musketeers”, and “The Count of Monte 
Cristo”. He died in 1870.

103 solar years ago, on this day in 1911 AD, Machu Picchu, “the Lost City of the Incas” was rediscovered 
by American historian Hiram Bingham. It was the place in Peru where the last Incan Emperors found refuge 
from the Spanish invaders of South America.It is situated on a mountain ridge through which the Urubamba 
River flows. Most archaeologists believe that Machu Picchu was built as an estate for the Inca emperor Pach-
acuti (1438–1472). The Incas built the estate around 1450, but abandoned it a century later. Machu Picchu is 
now an important tourist attraction. Most of the outlying buildings have been reconstructed in order to give 
tourists a better idea of what the structures originally looked like. Machu Picchu was declared a Peruvian 
Historical Sanctuary in 1981 and a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1983.

70 solar years ago, on this day in 1944 AD, the British Air Force savagely bombarded the German city 
of Hamburg during World War II, killing thousands of civilians and destroying military and economic in-
stallations. 

70 solar years ago, on this day in 1944 AD, the last self-styled Ottoman caliph, Abdul Majid II, died in 
his exile in Paris, France at the age of 76, twenty years after the caliphate was abolished by Mustafa Kemal 
Ata Turk, thus ending the caliphate of the Turks that Sultan Selim I had forcefully acquired in 1517 from the 
Abbasid puppet caliph in Cairo, on his conquest of Mamluk Egypt, following a fatwa issued by court mullahs 
that non Arabs could also become caliphs. The caliphate or political rule of the Islamic state had begun in 
Medina immediately after the passing away of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA) when some of his companions 
held the scandalous assembly of Saqifa Bani Sa’dah, where after fistfights Omar Ibn Khattab grabbed the hand 
of a surprised Abu Bakr and declared him caliph. Thereafter, except for a brief four-and-a-half year period 
when the Prophet’s rightful heir, the divinely-decreed vicegerent of Ghadeer-Khom, Imam Ali ibn Abi Taleb 
(AS) took charge of the political rule of the Islamic realm, those who masqueraded as caliphs included former 
idol-worshippers, hypocrites, drunkards, mass murderers, adulterers, cardinal sinners, and even atheists.  

 (July 25)
Tomorrow is Friday; 3rd of the Iranian month of Mordad 1393 solar hijri; corresponding to 27th of the 

Islamic month of Ramadhan 1435 lunar hijri; and July 25, 2014, of the Christian Gregorian Calendar.
875 solar years ago, on this day in 1139 AD, the Battle of Ourique took place in Spain resulting in the de-

feat of the al-Murabetoun army of Spanish Muslims led by Ali ibn Yusuf, against a large mercenary force of 
Christians assembled from various parts of Europe led by Prince Afonso Henriques, who subsequently sepa-
rated the region of Portugal and crowned himself as its first king, under the title Afonso I. It was disunity in 
the ranks of Spanish Muslims coupled with pride following their recent victory in the Battle of Valdevez over 
Alfonso VII of Leon that resulted in their defeat, and the emergence of Portugal as an independent country.

875 lunar years ago, on this day in 560 AH, the famous Spanish Muslim philosopher and Gnostic, Mohi 
od-Din bin Mohammad Ibn al-Arabi was born in Andalusia, southern Spain. A child prodigy, after acquiring 
the sciences of the day, he left Spain at the age of 30 to travel over the Islamic world, acquiring further knowl-
edge and writing books during his journeys, which took him on pilgrimage to Mecca, and far off places like 
Baghdad in Iraq and Qonya in what is now Turkey. In 620 AH, he settled in Damascus, where he lectured 
and wrote books. Among his well-known works are “Fusus al-Hikam” (Bezels of Wisdom), and “Futuhaat 
al-Makkiyya”.  His Gnostic school of thought has continued to have a profound impact over the centuries de-
spite the senseless attacks on him by the pseudo scholar Ibn Taimiyya, who failed to taint Ibn Arabi’s saintly 
personality for elaborating the Qur’anic concepts of “wasila” (means of attaining the proximity of God) and 
“shafa’a” (power of intercession) that God has granted to Prophet Mohammad (SAWA) and the Infallible 
Imams. He passed away in Damascus in 638 AH.

787 lunar years ago, on this day in 648 AH, the celebrated scholar, Hassan Ibn Yusuf Ibn AliI Ibn Moham-
mad Ibn Mutahhar, was born in Hilla, Iraq. Renowned as “Allamah Hilli”, he was a child prodigy, and after 
initial education under his qualified father, and acquiring of fiqh from his famous maternal uncle “Muhaqqiq 
Hilli”, he proceeded to study from other masters of his era, including the celebrated scholars of Iraq Seyyed 
Ali bin Tawous and Seyyed Ahmad bin Tawous, as well as Maytham al-Bahrani of Bahrain and the Iranian 
Islamic genius, Khwaja Naseer od¬Din Tusi, who taught him philosophy and logic. Later, he held debates 
with scholars of the four Sunni schools of jurisprudence – Hanbali, Hanafi, Maleki, and Shafei. During one 
such debate in the Ilkhanid court, his rationality convinced the Buddhist-born and Christian-baptized Mongol 
Emperor of Iran-Iraq, Oljeitu Khodabanda, to become a Muslim and a staunch follower of the Ahl al-Bayt. 
Allamah Hilli’s works include at least a hundred books and treatises on various subjects such as jurispru-
dence, theology, logic, philosophy, hadith, exegesis of the holy Qur’an and Rijal or evaluation of hadith 
narrators. Each book of this great mujtahid is enough to portray his precocity and genius. He also wrote on 
proofs from the holy Qur’an, the hadith, the intellect, and the right to caliphate of Imam Ali (AS) after the 
passing away of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA). This famous book is titled “Nahj al-Haq wa Kashf as-Sidq”.

736 solar years ago, on this day in 1278 AD, Spanish Muslims led by the Emirate of Granada and the Ma-
ranid Dynasty won the naval Battle of Algeciras in the Strait of Gibraltar over the Kingdom of Castile.  The 
Muslim navy was commanded by Abu Yaqub Yusuf an-Nasr, whose superior tactics led to the destruction of 
almost the entire Christian fleet of over 100 ships.

325 lunar years ago, on this day in 1110 AH, the prominent Islamic scholar, Allamah Mohammad Baqer 
Majlisi, passed away in his hometown Isfahan and was laid to rest beside his equally renowned father, Mullah 
Mohammad Taqi Majlisi the First. His grandfather, Maqsoud Ali was also a theologian and the genealogy 
of the family is traced back to the famous scholar, Abu Nu’aym Ahmad bin Abdullah Isfahani, the author 
“Hulyat-al-Awliya” and “Zikr-e Akhbar-e Isfahan.” By the age of 25, he gained certification of “riwayah” 
from the famous philosopher Mullah Sadra to teach. He was appointed Shaikh ol-Islam (Chief Religious 
Leader) by the Safavid King, Sultan Hussain. During his 84-year lifespan, he wrote and compiled as many as 
600 volumes of books and treatises, including the encyclopedic work “Bihar al-Anwaar”. 

215 solar years ago, on this day in 1799 AD, Napoleon Bonaparte of France, during his invasion of 
Egypt, defeated an Ottoman army of 10,000 led by Mustafa Pasha at Abu Qir. Napoleon, who undertook 
the invasion of Egypt in 1798 as part of his plan to protect French trade interests and undermine Britain’s 
access to India, had boasted prior to his campaign: “Having occupied and fortified Egypt, we shall send a 
force of 15,000 men from Suez to the Sultanate of Mysore (in India), to join the forces of Tipu Sultan and 
drive away the English.” Three years later in 1801, despite several victories, he was forced to withdraw after 
vain attempts to pose as liberator from Ottoman rule or win the confidence of the Egyptians, even though he 
participated at al-Azhar in the birth anniversary celebrations of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA), clad in Arab 
clothes and turban, and telling the congregation that he has changed his name to “Ali Bonaparte”.

32 solar years ago, on this day in 1982 AD, Iranian author and translator, Dr. Hamid Enayat, passed away. 
After getting his BA in Iran, he obtained a PhD in economics and political studies at London University. 
After returning to Iran, he lectured and conducted extensive research at Tehran University. He compiled and 
translated several books on philosophy and political ideology. Among his works, mention can be made of 
the book: “Islam and Socialism”.

21 solar years ago, on this day in 1993 AD, the usurper state of Israel launched a barbaric attack on 
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This Day in History

KAMPALA (IQNA) - The Iranian Cultural Center in Uganda has been 
holding a Quranic Week in the African country since July 20. 

The Quranic week will continue for one week.
It will include programs performed by an Iranian Tawasheeh (religious 

songs) group called “Taha”.
On the first day of the week, the group performed their programs at 

Ahl-ul-Bayt (AS) Mosque in Jinja and Imam Hussein (AS) Institute of 
Bugiri regions.

Kinara School of Sunni Muslims in Kampala hosted the group and Ira-
nian Quran reciter and memorizer on the second day of the week.

The Quranic programs will be held in other schools and mosques and 
will be covered by Kampala TV channel.

Headed by Hussein Ghorbani, the group has been dispatched to Ugan-
da by the Islamic Culture and Relations Organization on the occasion of 
the holy month of Ramadan.

Iran’s Quranic 
Week Underway 

in Uganda

southern Lebanon, martyring 128 civilians and wounding 500 others, in addition to making 
more than 400,000 people homeless. Major losses were inflicted upon economic installations 
and farms. In May 2000, Zionist occupation troops were forced to withdraw from southern 
Lebanon.

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio – http://english.irib.ir)

By: Dr. Hassan Najafi

The day sacred it is
Full of blessing and bliss
Last Friday of fasting Ramadhan
Designated Qods Day by that farsighted Man
His vision penetrated the future,
Although Muslims still immature
Today Islam is there but a Muslim nowhere
Why Qods neglected; its name gone rare,
The first Qibla was Qods
The Qur’an confirms the sanctity of Qods,
Qods is in the Zionists’ hands, why?
Muslims disunited is the reply.
It is was the first focal point of the ritual prayer,
First leg of the Prophet’s journey to the heavenly layer,
It was the haven of the prophets of the past,
Who gave tidings of the Great Prophet to come at last!
Alas, now full fraught with pity and sorrow are the strings
Hark, what melancholy song Qods today sings.
Gaza writhes in pain, 
As Israeli bombs and missiles rain,
Palestinians in worsening plight,
No help from fellow Arabs in sight, 
Fie O’ cowards, shame upon you;
Zionists kill Muslims, while behind terrorists you queue,
God damn the Takfiris and their caliphate,
Zionist agents confounding Muslims’ fate
Indifferent to al-Aqsa’s cause,
You massacre Muslims in Iraq and Syria without pause,
Zionists and Takfiris two sides of the same coin
Your seeds sprout from Satan’s own loin
But Qods will eventually return to us, 
Despite your plots and devilish fuss,
It may be in Zionist hands
But stands even greater have changed hands.
To our embrace it will eventually return
To the fold of Islam to veneration earn. 

World Qods Day

ICHHTO Introduces Creative Cities to OIC

Tabriz

Yazd

Zahiroddoleh Cemetery to 
Become a Tourist Site

TEHRAN (IRNA) -- Zahiroddoleh Cemetery in the north of Tehran will 
be restored and turned into a tourist site, said head of newly-established 
Cultural Heritage Committee affiliated to Tehran City Council Ahmad 
Hakimipour . Zahiroddoleh Cemetery is a favorite hangout for poetry 
and literature enthusiasts on weekends. It is the resting place of many 
Iranian celebrities and artists. It was registered as No. 2001 on National 
Heritage List during 1998.


