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   Tomorrow is Friday. In fact, the Last Friday of the blessed month of fasting. 

It is the day on which Muslims throughout the world perform the Weekly Friday 
Prayer in very large numbers to bid farewell to Ramadhan. 

      They call this day “Jum’at-al-Weda” or the Farewell Friday. There are 
special supplications prescribed for this day. No doubt, in view of the importance 
of this day, the Father of the Islamic Revolution, Imam Khomeini (RA) had de-
clared the Last Friday of Ramadhan as World Qods Day.

       It was a farsighted move in order to mobilize the ummah to rally to the 
support of the oppressed people of Palestine for the eventual liberation of Is-
lam’s former qibla, al-Aqsa Mosque in Bayt al-Moqaddas – at a time when Arab 
reactionary regimes had ganged up with the West to confer legitimacy on the 
illegal Zionist entity, following the Egyptian traitor Anwar Saadaat’s signing of 
the scandalous Camp David Accord in 1978. 

      The Founder of the Islamic Republic’s dynamic move in 1979 checkmated 
the conspirators’ plot to dampen the aspirations of world Muslims. At the same 
time, it busted the myth of the holocaust which the Zionists and their godfathers 
allege happened in Europe during World War 2. 

      To be fair and frank, no holocaust occurred last century in Europe, where 
the total population of the Jews on the entire continent (Russia included) was far 
below six million. 

      Actually holocaust was being planned on a gigantic scale in Palestine – a 
land to which European Jews have no connection since they are ethnic Khazars 
without any link to the Israelites of the past, the majority of whose descendants 
today are Muslims and some Christians. 

       For the information of our readers, Holocaust is a Greek word referring to 
horrible burning of humans with fire, as was done in the ancient times by the Is-
raelites to the Christians for refusing to follow their beliefs. It also refers to what 
the illegal Zionist entity is doing in Gaza today by raining fire upon Palestinians 
and burning men, women, and children alive.

      This year’s Qods Day Rallies are being held at a crucial juncture. Hamas, 
which rules Gaza, finds itself in an awkward position, both because of the un-
provoked aggression of the illegal Zionist entity and its own strategic blunder 
in having sympathized with the Takfiri terrorists trying to destabilize Syria and 
Iraq.

      Nonetheless, the Palestinians in Gaza are putting up brave resistance against 
heavy odds. This spirit of resistance, spearheaded by Islamic Jihad and ordinary 
Gazan Muslims, should make Hamas review and rectify its mistakes by returning 
to the fold of the Islamic Resistance.

      Hamas should take note that Seyyed Hassan Nasrollah, the leader of Leba-
non’s legendry anti-terrorist movement, the Hezbollah, has been magnanimous 
to reaffirm support in direct talks with its leaders.

       On the other hand, the cowardly Takfiri terrorists have exposed their Zion-
ist roots by saying they have no quarrel with the Israelis who are “People of the 
Book”, and their enmity is with all those who (in obedience to God’s command-
ment in the holy Qur’an) revere the blessed Ahl al-Bayt of Prophet Muhammad 
(SAWA).  

      The Ummah is in quest of a united Islamic stand, and as Islamic Iran has 
shown the way over the past three-and-a-half decades, only Islamic solidarity, 
and not sectarianism or narrow Arab nationalism will liberate Palestine.

      As for the importance of the Last Friday of fasting Ramadhan, the vener-
able scholars of the past, such as Seyyed Ibn Tawous and Shaykh Sadouq have 
cited a report that Jaber ibn Abdullah al-Ansari said, “I visited the Messenger of 
Allah (SAWA) on the last Friday of the month of Ramadhan. When the Prophet 
saw me, he said:

       “O Jaber, this is the last Friday of the month of Ramadhan. Bid it farewell 
and say: “O Allah, make this not my last opportunity of fasting in it, and should 
You make it such, grant me Your mercy and do not let me be deprived!”

       The Prophet then added: “Indeed! Whoever recites this supplication on this 
day will partake of one of the two virtues: either he will reach the next Ramad-
han, or attain God’s mercy and forgiveness.’ ”

       So let us earnestly pray to God Almighty for the deliverance of the Um-
mah from the plots of the enemies of humanity, including the dastardly Takfiris 
who are terrorizing Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and other lands.

      We should never be disappointed or lose hearts. If 8 centuries ago, when 
Kurdish, Turkish, Arab and Iranian Muslims had closed ranks to liberate Bayt al-
Moqaddas by ending the 88-year occupation of Palestine by the Crusaders state, 
we can make history repeat by again solidifying Muslim ranks from Africa to the 
Philippines to end the illegal existence of Israel. 

      This is the message of the World Qods Day, and this is what the Islamic 
Republic of Iran firmly believes for the sake of peace, and safeguarding of hu-
manitarian values. 

      This should resonate all over the world on the Last Friday of Ramadhan as 
millions of Iranians take to the streets to voice support for the Palestinian cause, 
as  culmination of the spiritual bounties of the month of fasting.

World Qods Day under 
Shadow of Holocaust in Gaza TEHRAN (IRNA) – The cen-

tral office of Iran’s armed forces, 
in a statement, on Wednesday de-
scribed the International Quds 
Day as an opportunity to display 
the unity and decisive power of the 
Islamic Ummah in changing the 
global power structure and geome-
try with a focus on Islam and root-
ing out of the “cancerous tumor” 
of Israel.

The statement strongly con-
demned the biased silence of the 
so-called human rights advocacy 
groups and inaction of some Arab 
and Islamic countries towards the 
Zionist regime’s crimes in the 
Gaza Strip.

“Without doubt, the coinci-
dence of the Zionists’ atrocities 
in the occupied Palestine with the 
terrorist operations of ISIL Tak-
firi extremists in Iraq and Syria 
indicate that a huge evolution is 
taking place in the region,” the 
statement added.

It also called for high turnout of 
the Iranian people from all walks 
of life in the International Quds 
Day rallies to be held on Friday.

The father of the Islamic Revo-
lution, the late Imam Khomeini, 
designated the last Friday of the 

holy fasting month of Ramdan as 
the day to support the rights of 
the Palestinians and liberation of 

the Jerusalem Al-Quds. 
Several senior clerics and of-

ficials as well as state and non-

governmental institutional made 
similar pleas, calling on the Ira-
nians to turn out for the rallies.

GENEVA (Dispatches) – The UN 
human rights chief said Wednesday 
during an emergency meeting that 
the occupying regime of Israel may be 
committing war crimes in Gaza.

UN High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights Navi Pillay said that in-
cidents during fighting in Gaza raise 
concerns for alleged war crimes and 
should be investigated.

Moreover, Pillay expressed con-
cern regarding the “rise of incite-
ment for violence against Palestin-
ians by Israelis” on social media.

Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad 
al-Malki urged world powers to 

intervene in the conflict. “Israel is 
perpetrating huge crimes in Gaza. It 
is killing whole families,” he said. 
“Israel must be held accountable for 
its crimes.”

Nearly 700 Palestinians have been 
killed so far in the conflict, about 
three-quarters of them civilians. 
Those figures, she said, belied the 
Zionist regime’s claim that it had 
taken all necessary precautions to 
protect civilians.

“One child has been killed in Gaza 
every hour for the past two days,” 
said a statement released Wednes-
day by the UN Office for the Co-

ordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA).

The Palestinians and Arab coun-
tries have filed the council with a 
draft, which includes the establish-
ment of an international commis-
sion of inquiry to probe alleged war 
crimes and violations of interna-
tional law by the Zionist regime.

Despite Israeli lobbying with the 
council’s member states to prevent 
the meeting taking place, the Pal-
estinians managed to get the signa-
tures necessary to hold the meeting.

The U.S., most of the EU states and 
additional Western states, including 

Australia and Canada, are expected 
to oppose the draft. However, like 
in other UN bodies, the Palestinians 
hold an automatic majority which 
allows them to pass any resolution.

Wednesday’s vote follows a simi-
lar process to the one which fol-
lowed Israel’s Operation Cast Lead 
in 2009, after which the Goldstone 
Commission was established. The 
commission’s report caused the oc-
cupying regime of Israel severe dip-
lomatic and public image damage, 
and gave a boost to calls for its boy-
cott worldwide.

(Continued on Page 7)

TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani said here on 
Wednesday lack of unity among Mus-
lims has emboldened the occupying 
regime of Israel to continue its crimes 
against the Palestinians.

“If unity were preserved in the 
Islamic world, the usurper regime 
would not dare to commit so many 
crimes in an enclave (the Gaza 
Strip) for 17 days,” he said during a 
cabinet session.

The low level of solidarity among 
Muslim nations has given the Zion-
ists an impetus to continue atrocities 
against the people of Gaza, Rouhani 
added, calling on Muslim countries 
to close ranks against the occupying 

Israel and defend the Palestinians.
Rouhani says Iran will support the 

Palestinian people and all oppressed 
nations with full might.

On Tuesday, the president said 
innocent Palestinian people in the 
Gaza Strip are exposed to the bru-
talities of the racist Zionist regime.

“There are few wars in the world 
in which a small number of people 
with no or limited weaponry are 
under full siege and exposed to the 
barbarism of a racist group,” hesaid 
in a meeting with Iranian athletes.

Unfortunately, Iran’s medical aid 
and teams are denied entry into the 
Gaza Strip, he added.

“We are ready to admit all the Pal-

estinians injured in the blockaded 
Gaza Strip and treat them here,” 
Rouhani said.

The president said the occupying 
regime of Israel is striking the Gaza 
Strip with different weapons, tanks, 
artillery and missiles and is killing 
children, women and the elderly.

He expressed hope that Muslims 
and the Palestinians would achieve 
victory in their “unequal fight” 
against the Zionist regime, saying, 
“I have no doubt that aggressors will 
be defeated again and the oppressed 
people will achieve success.”

On Wednesday, Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Marzieh Afkham 
called on the international commu-

nity to take “swift collective” action 
to put an end to Israel’s relentless 
attacks on the Gaza Strip.

Speaking at her weekly press con-
ference, Afkham said that the Zion-
ist regime’s crimes in Gaza violated 
the very basic principles of interna-
tional law as well as human rights.

It is imperative that an immedi-
ate collective action be taken to 
prosecute Israeli officials and put 
them on trial in international courts, 
namely the International Criminal 
Court, she said. 

“We urgently call on the UN to 
fulfill its responsibility” with regard 
to the war on Gaza, she added.
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Turkey, Iran, Qatar Speakers Discuss Gaza
TEHRAN (Fars) -- Iranian, Turkish and Qatari parliament speak-

ers called on Egypt to reopen the Rafah border crossing to allow the 
supply of humanitarian aid to Gaza and transfer of the injured Pales-
tinians to hospitals in the neighboring countries. Iranian Parliament 
Speaker Ali Larijani in separate meetings with his Turkish and Qatari 
counterparts Cemil Cicek and Muhammad bin Mubarak Al-Khulaifi 
urged Egypt to open its Rafah crossing to allow the flow of humanitar-
ian aid into Gaza. “The Islamic states at the present juncture should 
do their best to supply the necessary needs of the people in Gaza, in-
cluding medicine and other humanitarian needs, and allow treatment 
of those injured in the savage attacks of the Zionists,” Larijani said.
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Zarif, Lebanese Counterpart Hold Talks
TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Iranian Foreign Minister Muham-

mad Javad Zarif and his Lebanese counterpart Gebran Ba-
sil, in a telephone conversation on Wednesday, conferred on 
the latest developments in the Gaza Strip.  Zarif and Bassil 
underlined the need for proper measures by the internation-
al bodies to stop Israel’s aggressions against the defense-
less Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. Earlier, Zarif contacted 
Hamas Politburo Chief Khaled Mashaal and Secretary of 
the Islamic Jihad Ramazan Abdullah to discuss the latest 
developments. 
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UNHRC: Zionists Committing War Crimes

Palestinian medic carries a girl wounded by Zionist shelling at a hospital in Khan 
Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip.
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