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    “The sun attained its brightness, the wind started to blow, the Ark 

of Prophet Noah stopped near Mount Joudi and was saved from drown-
ing, Prophet Abraham broke the idols of his community, Archangel Ga-
briel brought the first revelation to our Prophet (Muhammad - SAWA), the 
Prophet lifted Imam Ali (AS) on his shoulders so that he could topple the 
idols from the Ka’ba, and the Prophet announced Imam Ali (AS) as his 
successor at Ghadir-e Khom.” 

     The above statement is from Prophet Muhammad’s (SAWA) 6th Infal-
lible Heir, Imam Ja’far Sadeq (AS), on the occasion of the Spring Equinox 
that is celebrated as Nowrouz (literally New Day) in lands influenced by Per-
sian culture, and every year marks the start of the new calendar year in Iran. 

     This is proof of the fact that the ancient Iranians had adopted and pre-
served the significance of this day after having it borrowed from the astro-
nomically-advanced Mesopotamians during the days of Cyrus the Great, 
before passing its observations over a millennium later to the Muslims to 
revive its historical record that dates to the creation of the world by the One 
and Only God, Who decreed the orderly cycle of days, nights, months, and 
years, through the annual revolution around of the Sun of Planet Earth as it 
rotates on its axis.

      This means that the Spring Equinox, when verdure freshness brightens 
the environment and flowers bloom, is not the work of any human mind, 
neither has it anything to do with mythology, nor is it a narrow nationalistic 
phenomenon. 

        It is all the handiwork of the All-Merciful Lord. This is the reason that 
Nowrouz, or the start of spring, began to be calculated by early Muslim sci-
entists and astronomers from the 1st of Rabi al-Awwal (first day of spring), 
the day on whose eve the Almighty’s Last and Greatest Messenger, Prophet 
Muhammad (SAWA), left his hometown Mecca for Medina by instructing 
his cousin, Imam Ali (AS), to sleep on his bed, so that he could migrate un-
detected from the prying eyes of the pagan Arabs hovering around the abode 
of divine revelation. 

       In other words, after midnight on coming Friday a couple of hours be-
fore the dawn of Saturday, March 21, at 02:30 hours Tehran Time (23 GMT), 
Iranians would be ushering in the calendar year 1394 solar hijri, as a mani-
festation of the Glory of God with prayers and supplications, especially the 
following invocation: 

       “Ya Moqallab al-Qoloub wa’l-Absaar;
       “Ya Modabber al-Layl wa’n-Nahaar;
       “Ya Mohawwel al-Howl wa’l-Ahwaal;
       “Hawwil Halana ila Ahsan il-Haal.” 
Rendered into English the above supplication means: 
      “O’ Transformer of Hearts and Eyes;
      “O’ Regulator of Day and Night;
      “O’ Rotator of Time and Situation;
      “Change our state to the most excellent of Situation.” 
     This supplication by the Muslim people – many of whom fast on Now-

rouz as thanksgiving to God – means that solar hijri calendar is Islamic, like 
its lunar counterpart, which is indispensible for marking religious events and 
observing the injunctions of Allah for the fasting month of Ramadhan and for 
Zilhijja (the month of Hajj pilgrimage), the birthdays and passing away anni-
versaries of the Prophets and the Infallible Imams, and the mourning months 
of Muharram and Safar.  

         In view of these wonderful facts, isn’t it advisable for the Islamic world 
– in addition to the religiously indispensable lunar hijri calendar – to adopt 
the precisely calculated solar hijri calendar year in Iran for keeping track of 
the season and running the bureaucracy, instead of following the alien and a 
bit imperfect Gregorian calendar that has been imposed by the colonialists 
and is based on an illusion, which the Holy Qur’an rejects, saying Prophet 
Jesus (AS) was not crucified?

       Hopefully, Muslims will ponder upon these facts, especially since 
this year, the 4th day of spring coincides with the 3rd of Jamadi al-Akher, 
the martyrdom anniversary of the Prophet’s Immaculate Daughter, Hazrat 
Fatema Zahra (SA), who was the first victim of terrorism in the history of 
Islam, when a roguish gang of her father’s companions smashed upon her 
the burning door of her house in order to forcibly take pledge of allegiance to 
their illegal rule from her husband, Imam Ali (AS), the divinely-designated 
vicegerent of her father. 

        No doubt, Iranians would be ushering the New Year with earnest supplica-
tion to the Lord Most High for hastening the advent of the Prophet’s Last and 
12th Infallible Heir, Imam Mahdi (AS), who according to some narrations, will 
reappear on the Spring Equinox (Nowrouz) to fulfill the prophecy of establish-
ment of the global government of peace, prosperity, and justice. Amen. 

Thoughts for Nowrouz

Happy Nowrouz (New Year 1394 Solar Hijri) to All our Readers

TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Iran’s 
Minister of Petroleum Bijan Nam-
dar Zangeneh said non-OPEC pro-
ducers should cut oil output to prop 
up prices, adding that he did not see 
“good cooperation” among produc-
ers, the OPEC member country’s of-

ficial IRNA news agency reported on 
Wednesday.

“We must also work towards non-
OPEC (producers) cutting their 
production because currently there 
is not good co-operation,” IRNA 
quoted Zangeneh as saying.

Zangeneh further said Tehran 
will not reduce its share of crude 
production at the Organization of 
the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC).

Zangeneh pointed to a drop in 
Iran’s oil output over the sanctions 

against the country’s nuclear energy 
program and said that crude exports 
witnessed a daily 1.5 million bar-
rel loss, but the industry made great 
achievements by developing oil and 
gas projects.

He also criticized the OPEC for its 
handling of oil prices and said the 
oil organization failed to make due 
decisions in its last meeting in Aus-
tria last November.

OPEC took no action to ease a 
global oil-supply glut in that meet-
ing, maintaining its collective pro-
duction ceiling of 30 million barrels 
a day. Oil prices have slid more than 
50 percent since June last year.

Iran’s petroleum minister added 
that the country will fight for its 
rights and will not decrease even 
“one barrel” of its current market 
share.

As nuclear negotiations enter the 
home stretch, the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries said 
Iran’s oil production is close to a 
historic high.

Iranian oil production of 2.78 mil-
lion barrels per day in February was 
higher than January’s by a fraction of 
a percent and close to the recent re-
cord established in December, OPEC 
said in its monthly market report for 
March. Iranian oil production for 
full-year 2013, the year in which 
the current round of multilateral
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President: Non-Oil Exports Hit Record High 
TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Iran’s non-oil exports have hit a re-

cord high, President Hassan Rouhani said on Wednesday, 
noting such a success has been achieved despite sanctions. 
Rouhani said the country exported around $50 billion 
worth of non-oil goods in the Iranian year of 1393, which 
ends on Friday. “Despite the sanctions and reduction in oil 
price, the Iranian nation achieved big successes in differ-
ent arenas,” he added. In foreign policy, Iran managed to 
improve its relations with the neighbors. He also hailed the 
country’s handling of nuclear talks with six world powers. 

Germany Hopeful of Iran Nuclear Deal 
BERLIN (IRNA) -- German foreign ministry spokes-

man Martin Schaefer expressed hope that a political 
agreement on a final nuclear accord would be reached 
as early as this weekend. Schaefer said the German 
government was still interested in an agreement -- 
preferably by the end of this week -- which would then 
pave the way for technical talks on a final comprehen-
sive nuclear accord by the end of June. The goal is to 
make as much progress as possible in these days, to be 
able to dwell on the technical questions. However, we 
have not achieved yet a breakthrough, Schaefer added.
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Minister of Petroleum Zangeneh: 

Non-OPEC Producers Should Cut Output

Minister of Petroleum Bijan Namdar Zangeneh talks to reporters during a news conference.
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TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Iran’s 
Foreign Minister Muhammad Javad 
Zarif played down Wednesday the 
chances of reaching a nuclear agree-
ment during talks under way this 
week in the Swiss city of Lausanne.

Foreign ministers of the other 
countries negotiating with Iran are 
unlikely to be required in Lausanne 
to approve a deal, said Zarif, who 
has been holding two-way talks 
with U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry.

“I don’t think their presence will 

be needed in this round because 
when the solutions are found and 
we approach a deal, then all the 
foreign ministers of the negotiating 
parties should come,” national me-
dia quoted him as saying.

“They might come, but at this 
stage I wouldn’t think they are need-
ed,” he repeated, referring to the top 
diplomats of the so-called P5+1 
(Britain, China, France, Russia, the 
United States, and Germany).

On day three of talks with Kerry, 
Zarif said “there are differences and 

we are trying to reduce them” by 
Thursday evening, with political di-
rectors of the 5+1 countries starting 
to arrive in Lausanne Wednesday.

“We must find solutions,” he said.
“The question of an agreement 

comes when we have solutions 
written on paper, and to write the 
solutions we need the experts more 
than foreign ministers.”

The minister said the two sides 
had reached “very fine details in the 
negotiations, and details always re-
quire more work”.

Zarif was speaking after a two-
hour meeting with Kerry, according 
to the U.S. State Department. Be-
forehand, U.S. Secretary of Energy 
Ernest Moniz and Iranian Atomic 
Energy Organization chief Ali Ak-
bar Salehi met.

Meanwhile in Tehran, Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Marzieh 
Afkham emphasized “good prog-
ress” on the technical issues dis-
cussed between Salehi and Moniz.

“Many technical questions have 
(Continued on Page 7)

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Iran 
dismissed Wednesday Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s election victory, saying it 
would have no effect on Palestinians 
or the Islamic world as all political 
parties of the occupying regime of Is-
rael are “the same to us”.

“For us, none of the parties or po-
litical groups of the Zionist regime 
are any different,” said Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Marzieh 
Afkham.

“They all have an aggressive na-
ture and all are the same to us and 

partners in atrocities against Pales-
tinians, in plotting against Muslim 
nations and neglecting their rights.”

Netanyahu swept to a stunning 
triumph, securing a third straight 
term despite a tenure of deepening 
tensions with the Palestinians and 
shaky relations with U.S. President 
Barack Obama.

Earlier this month, Iran’s President 
Hassan Rouhani said the Zionist re-
gime posed the “greatest danger” in 
the region, after Netanyahu made a 
speech to the U.S. Congress arguing 

against a nuclear deal with Tehran.
 Palestinians and other Arabs also 

greeted Netanyahu’s win with a 
mixture of skepticism and derision,.

Many Arabs had hoped that Isaac 
Herzog, Netanyahu’s center-left 
challenger, would defeat the incum-
bent prime minister in the election.

Netanyahu’s recent declaration 
that he wouldn’t support an inde-
pendent Palestinian state if he were 
elected to a third consecutive term 
has irked Arabs.

Sabri Saidam, an adviser to Pal-

estinian Authority President Mah-
moud Abbas, said Palestinians must 
now respond to Netanyahu’s rejec-
tion of statehood by presenting a 
more united front and pressing their 
case before the International Crimi-
nal Court.

The authority, which governs the 
West Bank, applied to join the ICC 
late last year, drawing condemnation 
from Netanyahu. The move would 
allow Palestinians to lodge war-
crimes charges against the occupying
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